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Queen of: Great. Brain 
France gad Trelaud. 
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: May | it pleaſe your MAJESTY: n bh 4 
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uffered the moſi e and. ſhame} ul Noat he 


| 


EFter the. „ vf Miweler 'wh rein 
our. B ee ee Apdſtles 


(of which I have alreatl given one 
Account) nothing POORER] . h port 
the World. as tbe E. et, and 
Cruel Martyrdoms of the er; which 
made all Sorts of Feopie look with mages 
ment on that Doctrine ohich>- wrought [01 
Power ll on all Ranks, and rat fed Herſons 
of the meaneſt Education and ipofrrions, ff 


.and of the weaker Sex, and 1 Tears, 


4 do, 4 pad pet beyond what the 2 0 
_ s and moſt celebrated Philof, Pert ha 


ever done. 

Among theſe I have ſelefled ' ſome. Rene 
W Lives and 2 om of the mo s 

13 3 550 


Ihe Epiſtle Dedicatory. E 
Emment Fathers . of the Primitive © Church, 
, who Frefeſſed and Suffered for the Chriſtian 
Eath, for. ſome Hundreds of Tears after 
he Death. of our Holy Redeemer. © 
Andwhere con I more properly place theſe 
my weak Endeavours thawar the Feet of Tour 


at fe bat the Apoſtle tells the Chriſtians 

1 7005 B X Tharnhof whe will live gal 
in Chrift 1 5 mu? ſuffer Perſecution; buz 
on the contrary, That under your Majeſty's 
Ema gracious Government, We may live 
Peaceble and quiet Lives in all Godlineſs 
And Honeſty; And roher 1ay we not promiſe 
or fries under ſo Religious a Princeſs, who 
mater Equity and Fuſlice the Foundation of 
Her Throne, upon whom God hath poured 
E forth abundantly the moſt precious Treaſures 
of bis: Grace, and who ſeems to be made 
choice of by Heaven to Triumph over Tyran- 


oy 


iy ber Arms, over Impiety by ber Faith, 
ober 07 Diviſions by ber Moderation, and 
over Vice by ber Virtue; And who, I doubt 
not, will have the Goodneſs to pardon the 
preſumption of this humble Dedication from 


and Loyal Subject, 
Witham Smith, 
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FE Majeſty, in thoſe maſt happy Reign we can- 


er Majeſty's moſt Obedient | 
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"T HE Chriſtian Religion being 
 byGad for the Reformation of | Mans 
kind; and rooting.out that Barburifm En 
Idolatry whith' had overwholmed'ghe World, 
could not hut - meet witb much Oppoſition 
from thoſe who found the Doftrines there. 
of would 2 their Empire f Vice and 
att : my oy 3 2 5 195 
ſpoken-againlt; and equally;oppeſed by rhe | 
Gentiles and Jews. The bien it. 
for its Novelty, as having % Antiquity 15 
recommend it ;, and which by plein {imple 
Doctrine, controuled their vai Philoſophy. 
The Jews were vet to ſee their Expeflati- 
ont of a Mighty Prince, who ſhould highly -- 
exalt them and their Nation, and redeem « 
them from their preſent Slavery, fruftraiet 8 
by the Coming of a Meſſiah, who appeared 
under all the Circumſtances of Mites 8 
and Diſgrace, and was ſo far from reſcus | 
ing them from the Power of the Roman 
Tonk,” hut for their Obſtinacy and Unbelief, 
he threatxed the ſinal and irrevocablꝭ Rus 
of -their Country; and by the Doctrine be 
. A4ͤ 20% 
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PHould have abated ;. but their Malice and 


1 wm The Introduction. WW. | 
Publiſhed, plainly-rold them, he intended f 
eholiſh thoſe ancient Moſaick Inflitutions — 
and Ceremonies for which#bey bad ſo zreathfl - 
a Veneration. Atcordinely, when be came 


| among them, they entertained him with a I h 
The Inſtances of © Cruelty and Contempt, and] a 


hat ever might expeſe bim to the Scorn 
and Odium F .che Feople. They  vilified 
and roprogehed bis Perſon, as bum the Son of 
a @ Carpenter, a Glutton, a Drunkard, a Trai- 
| For, und as an Eneny to Cæſar. I hey light- 
el his Doctrine as the Talk only M a rude 
andi illiterate Perſon; traduced his Miracles, 
Tricke of Impofture, and the EffeQs of bis 
- Confederacy wth Satan. And when all this 
. ou not do, they violently laid Hands up- 
on bim, and took away his Life. And now 
ond would have thought their Spite and Fury 


C Revengeancreafing by Succeſs, they reſolved Nl + 
1 Fay, hey in theſe bloody \ Methods, and | 
ro ler the World ſee that the Diſciples. and 
| Followers muſt eupect no better Quarter 
than their Maſfler, it was not many Months 
before they took Occaſion to refreſh their 
* Rage in St. Stephen's Martyrdom ; the Hi- fe 
W ftory of whoſe Life and Death we now come 12 
io mae ſome brief Remarks apon. ]. 5 


* 
9 
* 


The Life of St. STE IG the Proto ; 


or firſt) Martyr for the Gbriflian F al 
who was Stoned to Death. — 


4. n + #45, = 
HE d gives ho e either G le | | 
Country or Kindred: of this holy: Maniac i 
bew # Few; the Relation 15 . | 
feen lyumanifelt; Anriqui A him ix 
"| he Seventy Diſciples choſen by our Lotd s Fel. 
"| Helpers ta the &poſtles in the iniftty-of 8 8 
* 'And iodeed; his admirable Kfiowledgetin'the' Chriſtam 

IE his ſiogwar 7 to ee, 
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10 The Lite of St. STEPHEN, 4 
of Chriſt's Meſſiah-ſhip againſt irs moſt violent Oppo- ¶ freed 
Jers, .plainly argue him to have been ſome conſiderable I yent!? 
time trained up under our Saviour's immediate In- che G 
5 ions. He was certainly a Man of great Zeal and pben 
Piety, and endowed with extraordinary Meaſures of of tt 
that Divine Spirit, which was lately ſhed upon the Diſ- © quen 
.Ciples; and incomparably furniſut with miraculous chert 
Powers, which peculiarly qualified him, for a Place in whic 
the Chureh, whereunto he was advanced upon this Oc - five 
cafion. * 2 of t 
| The Primitive Church, among the many Taſtances of hy. 
Piety, was in none more remarkable than in Charity; che 
_ Living, and Loving as Brethren, being of one Heart i of. 
and of one Soul, and continuing together with. one 1 
nord. They Prayed and Worſhipped God in the led 
Lame Place, ns fed together . at the ſame Table, WW on 
| None could want, for they had all in common. The St 
| Rich ſold their Effates to mipiſter to, che Neceſſities of I dcie 
te Poor, and depoſed che Money into one common un 
Treaſury, the Care whereof was committed do the 
* rn to ſee Diſtribution made as every one's Caſe -**- 
and Exigency did require. The Church increaſing. 
every Day by vaſt- 8 of Conyerts to the Faith, 
5 A , were forced to take in others to 
aſſiſt chem in this Af ir. A which means an Equali- 
1 dut through Favour, Patti- 
or the deere of che managed. the Mat- 
2 Kip , and others leſs Relief than their 
E Nets ated r. This occaſioned Heats and Ani- 7 
| - Maſiries in the firſt and pureſt Church that ever was; Y 
- the Grecjans murmuring againſt the Hehrews -— . 
| heir Widons. were negleted...in.the daily. Jülnfn - 
non. 1 
To compoſe. this Difference, Seven Deacons were $ 
appoimed, who were to ſerve Tables, or wait upon 8 
ö Fee of he Es the. Shes, no 2 
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* who When be Mas hanged could not come down C 


freed from theſe Incumbrances, might the more dili- 
gently devote themſelves to Pray ing and orgs, be * 
the Goſpel. Among theſe new elected Officers St e. 
pben was the Chief, Who was well killed in all Parts 
ot the Chriſtian Doctrine, and fitted with great KIo- 
quence to publiſh che ſame, and confirmed the Truth 
thereof by many publick and unqueſtionable Miracles; 
which quickly awakened the Malice of the Jem aud 
five Parties of them combined together to ſend ſome 
of their Societies to encouncer and oppoſe him, name - 
ly, the Synogogue of che Libertines the Cyreniant ; 
the Alexandrians; the Cilicians ; and the Synagogue 

Theſe Perſons of different Countt ies, who were skil . 3 
led in the Subtilties of their Religion, roſe up all at 
once to diſpute with Sfephen ;. upon what particular 
Subject we find not, but we may, (Wich one of che an- 
oient Fathers) ſuppoſe they diſcout ſed him in this man- 
ner: Tell ans mung Man, what comes inte thy 
* Mind thus raſbly to teproach the God of our Faber? 
c Why doſt thou ſiudy with cunningly contrived Ar- 
„ guments to deceive the People, and wich deceitfuf 
„Niracles to ruin our Nation? Is it not Zogether 
„ jimprobable, that he ſhould be God who wa born UE; 
„% Mary! That the Maker of the World ſhould be the 
« gon of a Carpenter? Was not Bethlehem chePlace of 1 
« his Birth, and Nazareth of his Education? Canſt thou 
imagine him to be a Gad that was born upon Earth, 
66 wha was ſo poor that he was wrapt up in SWaddlingg i 
©. Clothes, and thrown imo a Manger; who was forced 


to fly from, the Rage- of | Herod, and to wWaſh away; * 


*. his:-Pollutien- by being baptized in Jordan: Who 
as fubje&-10 Hunger and Tiveſt, ro Sleepy and Wen- 
+55, rineſs ; who being bound was: nor able to eſcape; 
* nor being bufferted to re ſcue and cevenge himſelf; 


LS 
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The Lifeof St. s TEP HEN, 


aul Death : Wilr thou perſwade us that he is in 


Fate which the Man, whom. thou calleſt the Son of 


* theſe 
che Boch ot Moſer, and profeſs your ſelves to be 


- <6 the Lord your God raiſe up unto you of your Brethren. 
{ ; E like unto me; bim 
» phes long 


* au Griefs, and carry aur Sorrows. That they ſhould. 
=. «4 pierce hi Hands and Feet, and hang him on 2 Tree? 
„ Thar he ſhould be buryed, riſe again, and aſcend up 

* to Heaven wich a Shout ? Therefore now 


4 from the Croſs, but underwent a Curſed and Sha 


+* Heaven whom we know to have been buried in the 
„ Grave? That he ſhould be the Life of the Dead, 
who is fo near akin to Mortality himſelf : Is it 
- ['* probable chat God ſhould ſuffer ſuch Things as 
- * theſe? Would he not rather with a Word of his 
Mouth have ſtruck his Adverſaries dead at the firſt 
„ Approach, and ſet them, beyound the Reach of 
4. 1 upon his own. Perſon ? Either 
A ceaſe therefore to delude the People with theſe Im- 
<4 poſtures, or prepare thy ſelf. ro undergo- the ſame 


© 28 Stick Op the ther) he 

- To. which (ſays the Father) St. Stephen might pro- 
bably make this Reply ; And why, Sirs,. ſhould: 
: Things ſeem incredible ? Have not you the 
« Wriungs of che Prophets by you.!-Do you not read 


* 


. his Diſeiples? Did not Moſes. ſay, 4 Prophet ſhalt 


ſhall. ye hear ? Have not the Pro- 
fince foretold, That he ſhould: be born at 
„ Bethlehem, and conceived in the Womb of a Virgin? 


, 


„ That he ſhould fly into Egypt; Thar he ſhould bear. 


ſhew me- 


*« fome other in whom all theſe Prophecies were ac- 


Þ «-compliſbed, or learn wich me to adore as God our 


. Crucified Saviour. Blind and ignorant chat you are 


d che Preditions of Moſes, You thought you Cru- 
We « cified a meer Man; but bad: you. known him, you- 


- of . 
41 
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« -would not have crucified the Lord of Glory : You: || 
2 2 d the Huh One. and. the Juſt, and ered . 


AR ne. OE - 
7% e to be granted t you ; but pur to Death 
the prince of Life. | 
' This is che Sum of what that. Eloquen Farher- Ima- 
- -gines St. Hephen did, or might have returned to. their 
Enquiries; which, whatever it was, was delivered wich 
that Life and Zeal, chat Evidence and Strength of Rea- 
on, that his Oppoſers had not one word to ſay againſt 
it; They were mt able to reſiſt the Wiſdom, and the Spi- 
rit by. which he ſpale; and departed with Shame and 
Grief ; reſolving, it poſſible, to accompliſh wp. Jing! 
what they could not do by Force of Reaſon, 1 vg. 
Nen to ſay, That he threatned the Ruin of chai 
and the aboliſhing Moſes's Rites, and did bl boy | 
affirm, That Jeſus of Nazareth ſhoul#-1aF 
at Religion which had been eſtabliſh 
by God himſelf. Indeed, the Je- 
Reverence for the Ceremonia} Law; 


dure to hear that it ſhould be lid %, . <o 
a Kind. of Blaſphemy to mention th Nie 
Liule thinking in how fhort a TIM Nn 


they now ſo ighly valued, ſhoul&naw u; 
their Temple it ſelf laid level wie 33 

a few Years after came to paſs bY he Nyman 
under the Conduct of Titus Veſpa ſian their GA 
when the Ciry was plandered, aud the Temple burt 

to the Ground, and was finally and irrevocabſy N | 
ed to Ruin; fo that when Julian the Apoſtate, out of i 
Spice to che Chriſtians, commanded che Jews to ge- 
build the Temple, hoping to prove our Ter 
talſe Prophet, they had no ſooner” laid the F 


on, but 4 terrible Earthquake ſhattered it with. all | 


che Buildings abour it; end kiſled"the -Underrakers 
and when they arempted'ir again the next Di 


Balls of Fire ſuddenly iſſued from under hey Ma 0 
— conſumed the Workmen, and thoſe that wei 
n ee 
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14 The Life ot Sts STEPHEN. 


ſumptuous Euter prize; The Truth whereof is related 
boch by Chriſtian and Heathen Authors: And rhe 
ame Curſe has ever ſince purſued. the Fews, they 
having deen deſtitute of Temple and Sacrifice: for near 
Seventeen hundred Years. + 
3 The Court being ſar, and the Charge broughe i i, 
and opened, they gave St. Stephen Libe rey to defend 
bf _ himſelt 3. While his- Jadges looking : carneſtly upon 


4 
[ 


- neſs upon his Face; the- Innocence of his Gauſe, and 
che Clcanneſs of his Conſcience manifeſting themſelves 
in the Chearfulnefs. of his Countenance. The High- 
pPrieſt having asked him, Whether: Guilty, or not? 
He pleaded his own Cauſe at large to this Effect; 
That Whatever Opinion they might have of the 
I Magmficence of their Temple, and the Grandure of 
+ '* irs Services, and that it was Blaſphemy to think 
Is oy might be worſhipped; acceptably without 
e them; yer if they looked back to the Original of 
* cheir Fado, they would find that God choſe Abra - 
F .* ham ro be the Father of it, not when he lived in 
. BY eruſalem, and worſhipped God with the pompous 
We. « Miniſtration of a Temple; but when he dwelt a- 
1 mong the Idolatrous Nations : That then it was that 
L * % God called him em the Impietles of his Father's 
VN 4 Houſe, and admitted him to- a. familiar Acquain- 
4 rance and .. Intercourſe with himſelf; wherein he 
continued for. many Years without any viſible or exter- 
* nal Kites, or Ceremonies, but only. Circumciſion, 
+ «which was. the e and Seal, of that Covenant 
1 Wes entered into with him, to give his Poſterity the 
Land of- Canaan, and 7 in his Seed allube Nat ions 
cf the Earth ſhould..be. Bieſſed. And without any 
ot er fixed Rite che ſucceeding Patriarchs worſhip- 
I” ped God for. ſeveral Ages, till I the Time of . Moſes, a 
l ** BB, a Prudent Perſon, to whom God 


part ti. 


* 
. boy 
2 


him, diſcovered an extraordinary Splendour and Bright- 


” Sem e a @®@ e 


and which he came to fulfil and perfec. 


„ Houſe of Bondage; a great and famous Prophet 4 


| Ge. righ Hand of Cg, and yells ig Adverſaries What 
4 SAGE + | - OE 
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-—_ the firſt Mart. 25 
« particularly . revealed. himſelf, and. appointed” him 
&. Ruler over his People, co conduct them out. of che 


«. who was continually inculcating this Leſſon to their 
*..Anceſtors,. 4 Prophet ſhall-the Lord our God raiſe up 
«. unto you of your Brethren like unto me, him . ſhall he, 
«. hear. That is, that God in the Latter Days would 
«©. ſend among them a mighty Prophet, who ſhould ſer 
„ up a more excellent Way of. Worſhip, ro whom 
% they ſhould yield all diligent Attention, and ready 
K. Obedience; that, when their Forefarhers had fre- 
4 quently fallen into Idolatry, God commanded Mo. 
My * to ſet up à Tabernacle for ſome time, and aſter- 
« wards a Temple was built by his Order, which 
« though ſtately-and magnificent, yet Was not abſolutę- 
46. Iy neceſſary, ſince he had Heaven for hit Throne, and 
« Earth for his. Foot ſtool, and could not be confined to a 
« Material Temple, nor tied to any particular Way of 
«. Worſhip. ; eſpecially when God Was reſolved ta in- 
c. troduce a better State of Things : But that it was the 
© Humour of this unruly and refradtory Generation, to 
6. refift the Holy Ghoſt; and that there were bur fe 
of che Prophets but whom their Fathers pexſecute 
5. and ſlew, that had foretold the Coming of the Mc 
« fiah, the Juſt and. the Holy . whom ther heir 
« .unhappy. Poſterity had actually berrayed and ur- 
« .thered, without any Regard ta that Law. which had 7 | 
©. beendelivered to them by the Miniſtry of Angels, Þ 


— 
The holy Man. was gging on with the Applicationg ll 
vieh_riele Truths, they expres all the Signs. d 

Rage and Fury: But he, regardleſs. of What was dong 
below, direfted his thoughts to Things above, and A 
Heavens opened, and the Hoh ſeſus ſtanding at 
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16 The Life of St. STEPHEN, 
=; himſelf beheld : This Heavenly Viſion had different 
0 Rffc&s; it encouraged Stephen, and enraged the Jews, 
Who taking it for granted that he was a Blaſpheimer, 
1 reſolved upon his Death without any farther pro- 
des: So impatient was their miſguided Zeal, that they 
| | would not ſtay to procure a Warrant from the Roman 
i. "Governour (without whoſe Leave they had not Pow.r 
do pur any Man to Death) neither would they ſtay for 
| te Judicial Sentence of the Jewiſh Sanhedrin or great 
Council; but acted the Parr of Zealots (who were 
Wont to execute Vengeance upon Capital Offenders, 
wirhout ſtaying for the ordinary Formality of Juſtice) 
i | and raiſing a great Noiſe and Clamour, and ſtopping 
their Ears, that they might hear no further Blaſphe- 
mies; they unanimouſly ruſhed upon him; yet would 
not execute him within the Walls, leſt they ſnould pol- 
lute the Holy City with his Blood, but hurried him with- 
our the City, and there fell upon him with a Shower of 
Stones. All which time che innocent and Holy Man 
wis upon his Knees, ſending up his Prayers fafler- 
Heaven than they could rain down Stones upon him; 
© e}- pjouſly recommending; his Soul to God, and charitably 
+ praying for his Murderers, that God would not charge 
ET this guilt upon them, nor ſeverely reckon with them for. 


i and chen gave er Ghoſt, or fell aſleep. 
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Ef} Thus died S ben the firſt Martyr of the Chri- 

ian Faith; n in whom the Virtues of a Divine 

I Fife were very illuſtrious; a Man full of Faith and of 

the Holy Ghoſt ; and Hevout Men carried Stephen to 

« his Burial, and made great Lamentation for him + 

ai Burial (if we may believe one of the Ancients, 

cha; pretends it was revealed to him ina Viſion by G #- 

LV who is ſaid. to have been a Chriſtian Convett) 

on this manner. The Jewiſh S:mbedrin bavirg 7 
'E-piven Order th bis Carcaſe ſhould remain in ile 

| | Place of in . dom, to be conſumed, by Wild: 

” Az * —_— 7 
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liel, compaſſionating the Cafe of che Holy Martyr, 


the firt Party. 17 
Beafts, here it lay for ſome time Night apd Day, un- 
touched eicher by Beaſt or Bird of Prey; Till Cama- 


perſwaded ſome Religious Chriſtian Proſelytes who 4 
dwelt-at Jeruſalem, and furniſhed them wich- all Fhirgs 
veceſſiry ſor it, to go, with all poſſible Secræey ud 
fetch off che Body: They brought it zway in his qwn 
Carriage, and conveyed it ro the Village of Camaliel, 
ty Miles diſtant from Jeruſalem, | where à ſolemn 
ourning was kept for him ſeventy Days-ar-Gamalel's 
harge, who alſo /cauſed him to be buried in the Eatt- | 


de of his own umegt, where afterwards he as 
erred himſelf, His Feſtival is celebrated Decem- | 


oe Life of st PHILIP the Deacon, 
who Baptized the Ethiopian Eunuch. 


. . 
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Here are divers Circumftances which make it 
1 probable that this Phi“ ip the Deacon was born 
in Ceſarea, a- famous Port- Town between Joppa and 
* Ptolemais : He has by miſtake been con founded with 
K. Philip the Apoſtle, even by the moſt early Writers 
| of che Church. Bur there is a vaſt Difference between 
them, if we conſider, that one was an Apoſtle, one 
of the Twelve, the other a Deacon only, and one of 
the Seven, chofen out of the People, and fer apart 

by the Apoſtles, - thar 4hey themſelves might atten 

| the more immediate Miniftgies of their Office: Th 
the one travelled up and Mown the Country, wo 
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other continued with the Apoſtles at Ferafalem : 
And laſtly, that che one, though Commiſſioned” 1. 
preach and to. baptize, could not impart the "Holy 
hoſt, which was the peculiat Prerogarive of che Apo- 
Ntolical' Office. Our St. Philip was one of the — 
Diſciples, and St. Stephen 's next Colleague in the Des- 
ons Office, eredted for the Conveniency' of the Poor, 
and aſſiſting the Apoſtles in ſome inferidur Sarvices ;- 
n\Diſcharge of this Minifiry he remained at Feruſalem 
for ſome Months after his Election, till the Chureh be- 
ng ſcattered up and down, he Was forced to quit his 
A JVC 
Sr. Stephen had been lately ſacrificed: to the Rage 
and Fury of his Enemies; but his Death would bot 
ſuffice, the whole Church is now ſhot at, and they 
teſolve (if poſſible) to extir pate the Religion jr ſelf. 
The principal Per ſecutor Was Saul, at whoſe Pret he 
Wieneſſes 2gainſt that Bleſſed Marryr, laid their Jon} 
upper Garments; that they might be mote Mme of 
whoſe Hands were to be firſt upon him to put him 8 1 
Death, and aſtetwards the Hands of the People. & 
Law certaimy contrived with great Prudence, that ff 
the Witneſſes were forfworn, the Guilt might fall uph {f 
their own Heads, and the Reſt might be free. This Y 
Saul himſelf confeſſes in At xxii. 21. When the Blue 
„Lale was 


of thy Martyr Stephen was ſhed; faith he, 
ſtanding by and conſented to his Death, aud kept the 
Raiment of them that ſlew him. Þ | 
Among thoſe that were ſcattered was St. Philip the 
Deacon; who went to the City of Samaria, and there | 
preached; the Goſpel. * In this City was Simm Magus, + 
wha, by Sorcery and*Magick Art, had inſinnated him- 
felf into the Veneration of the People, and probabl | | 
had : endeavoured to perſwade them that he was rhe - 
true Meſſias,' and the Son of Gods” Bur Philips Mitz- 
eles ſoon confounded his falſe Pretenftons 3 ſo that tbe 
SRI a: we People 
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People being ſenſible of their Errour, they un{verſally. As 
- flocked to hear bis Sermons, and being convinced by! 
the Efficacy of his Doctrine, and the Power of his Mis" 
racles, they became his Converts, and were by Bap 
tiſm initiated into the Chriſtian Faith.” Yea, the Ma 
gician himſelf being confounded ar the mighty Thing 
he ſaw done, profeſſed bimſclf his Proſelyte and Dif 
eiple, and was baptized by him, either from the Evi. 
HE of Truth, or ſrom ſome finifter End and 
Hengn. i, 9 25 | 
Ihe Fame of St. Philip's Succeſs in Samar ia, quick! 
arrived at Jeruſalem, from whence the Apoſtles forth 
with diſparched fome of their own Number to confirm 
"theſe new Converts in the faith; Peter and John were 
feat upon this Errand, who being cone, prayed for 
them, and laid their Hands upon them, whereby the 
miraculous Giſt of the Holy 'Ghoft fel! upon chem. 
Simon Magus obſerving the wonderful Effect hereof, if 
was in hopes, that by obtaining the ſame Power, he 
| might recover his Reputation with the People; audi 

therefore ſought to corrupt the poſtles by Money to 
-  - confer this Power upon him. But Peter ſhazply repre 
hended him for the Iniquity of his Offer, and adviſed 
him to make his Peace with Heaven, thereby to prevent 
the miſerable Fate that otherwiſe did attend him. At- 
ter this, an Angel. was ſent to St. Philip to command 
Him to ge toward che South, unto the Way that goes 
"down from Jeruſalem to Gaza, which is Deſart. Philip 
inſtantly aroſe and went on his Journey, without rea- 
Toning with himſelf that it might be a falſe and delud- 
ing Viſion which ſent him upon an Errand, where he 
"was more likely to meet with Trees, and Rocks, and 
wild Beaſts than Men to preach to: He went however 
_ to this Wilderneſs, well knowing God never ſends any 
ef his Servants upon ſuch fooliſh Meſſages. 
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As 
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erfallyl As he was in his Way, he eſpyed coming towards 


-ed um 4 Man of Athiopia, an Eunuch of great Authority, 
his Mi naer Candace wen of the Athiopians 3 who had the 


'harge' of all her Treaſure, and had come to Jeruſalem 

9 worſhip. It is doubrful in what Part of the World 
he Country here mentioned was ſcituate, the Woxg be- 
12 var ouſly uſed in Scripture. ME Reis 5 
It is ſid, That the Name of this Eunuch was Ju- 
lich, a potent Courtier, and an Officer of State of 
prime Note and Quality, being no leſs than High- 
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icklyW reaſurer to the Queen; not do we find that Philip, 
forch Witcher at his Converſion or Baptiſm found fault with 
onfirmnW!im for his Place or Greatneſs. St. Peter baprized -Cir= 
were ius, and St. Paul Sexgins the Proconful of pris, 


nto the Chriſtian Faith. For his Religion, he was 
Ircumcifed, and under an Obligation to obſerve the 
Rices and Prece pts of the Law of Moſes, and is thete- 
ore called by ſome of the Ancients a Few : He was al- 
eady enteret! into the Knowledge of the True God, and | 
was now come to Jeruſalem, probably, at the Solem- 
iry of the Paſſover, or the Feaſt of Penticoſt, ro give 
publick and ſolemn Evidences of his Devotion; thoug 
in Ethiopian, and above four Thouſand Miles diſtant 
rom it; though a great Stateſman, and neceſſarily 
wallowed up in a Croud of Buſineſs; yer he came to 
Feruſalem to Worſhip, that he might appear befsre 
od in the Plate which he had choſen above all other. 
Parts of the World to place his Name there. 
Having performed his Worſhip at the Temple, he A 
did not leave his Religion there; but in travelling back 
o:his own Country, even while he ar in his Chariot, 
he read the Scriptures, and in his AﬀeRions ſeemed to 
be travelling toward Heaven. While the Kunuch was 
thus employed, 2 Meſſenger is ſent to him from God; 
ind St. Philip, by a Voice from Heaven, or ſome in- 
mediate Inſpimtion, is commanded to go near the * | 
| | rior, 
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22 The Lite of St. PHILIP, 
nit, and addreſs himſelf to him. He did. fo, and ca 


ber of the Chriſtian Church: Being come to a Place 
Where there was a Conveniency of Water, he defired 
he might be baprized, and having profeſſed his Faith 
5 1 z Ethiopian -white. The Ancients ſay, That the Place 
i Bethſoran, à Village twenty Miles diſtant from Feruſa- 
IE there is a Spring bubbling up at the Foot of -an Hill: 
Holy Ghoſt fell upon him, 


Alus Gifts ind Powers, a 
.arely ſnatcht away from h 


j 
Y 


found: him reading a Chapter in Iſaiab, concerning che p. 
Death and Sufferings of the Meſſiah, and his meek and 
innscent Carriage under che bloody and barbarous Vo- 
lences of his Enemies, Who treated him with all Man- 


ner of Cruelty and Iajuſtice. The Eunuch not well 


underſtanding whether the Prophet meant it of him - 


ing courteouſly taken up into his Chariot, ſhewcd him 


| that all chis was meant of, and accompliſhed in the Ho- 


ly Jeſus, and diſcourſed to him of his Nativity, his 
Actions and Miracles, his- Sufferings and ReſurreQion 
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= Alf or anocher, defired Philip to explain it, who be- x 
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18 from rhe Dead, and his Aſcenſion in:o Heaven; which 
= convinced him chat our Saviour was the Meſſiah, 


and he was thereupon defirous to be admitted a Mem- 


in the Son of God, they both went down into the 
ater, Where Philip baptized him, and Waſhed this 


where the Eunuch was baptized was probably, near 


tem ia the Way between it and Hebron, near to which, 
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And. that Heavyep ſer an extraordinary Seal to his Con- 
verſion; and Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Faith that the 
wrniſhing him with miracu- 
ar St. Philip was immedi- 


loſt his Tutor, yer he re- 


Th the Eunuch ha 


Joiced that he had found ſo great a Treaſure as the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and the true Way to Heaven: 
And being returned to his own Country, he preached and 
| | Propagated,che Chriſtian Faith, and ſpread abroad the 
lad Tydings of a Saviour; in which reſpeR St, 125 


1 


eas him che Apoſtle of the Athiopians 3-wherein'thar 
prediction of David was fulfilled,” Ætbiopia ſhall ſtreteh 


out her hands unto Gad. The Traditions of that Coun- 
try tell us, that the Eunuch being returned: home, he 
firſt converted Queen Candace, and by her Leave® pro- 


pagated the Chriſtian Faith troughout Athiopra, till 


meeting with St. Matthew the Apoſtle, by their joint | 


Endeavours they baniſhed Idolatry out of all thoſe Parts. 
He afterwards otoſſed the Rea Sea, ald Preached the 


Goſpel in Arabia, Perſia, India, and many other Eaſtern 


Nations, till at lengih in the Ifland Tapribang, fince 


called Cejlon, the) Euch ſealed his Doctrine wich his 


Blood. 5 22 „ OT 
St. Philip having dne the” Erratid upon Which he 
was ſent, was immediately caught up, and carried away, 


no doubt by an Angel, and ſet down at Ao, anci- 


ently Aſpdod, à Philiſtian City in the Borders of th 
Tribe of Dan, and aſter came to e City r 
built and enlarged by Herod the Gfear, and fo called in 
Honour of Aug uſtus Ceſar ; bete St. Philip had his 
Houſe and Family, xo Which probably he now retired, 


ae? P 
[7 
4 


and where he ſpent the Remainder of his Liſe; far 


here many Years after, we read in the 4d, that 


St. Paul and his Company, coming from Ptolemais in 


the ir Journey to Jernſalem, entred into the Houſe of 
Philip"the Evangelif, which was one of the Seven, 4 
abode with bim; and. the. ſame Man had. four. Paug 
tets, which did prophecy... Theſe- Virgin Propheteſſes 


were ended with the Giſt of foretelling ſuture Events, : 


and were an Inſtance of God's accompliſhing an antient 


Promiſe, chat in the times of the Meſſiah, he would 
pour out of his Spirit upon all fleſh, on their Sons and 


Daughters, Servants, and Handmaidens, and they fhou 
tropheſies. How long St. Philip lived after his Hetum 


to Cafarea,, and hether he made any more Exevrfions | 
ter the Prop. gation of che Faith is not renn, 


= 


CO ee amet 93 


& 24 The Life cf St. TIMOTHY, 

= known: {t-15 | probable that he died here in Peace, 

W bere his Daughters were alſo buried; and where his 

= Houſe and the Apparuments of his Virgin Daughters 

=; were ſhewn in the Time of St. Jerome; and were vi- 

8} cited and admired by the noble religious Lady Pauls 
in her Journey to the Holy Land, e. 
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rue Life of St. TIMOTHY the Apo- 
$ Mile and Evangeliſt, who was dragged 


about the Streets till he died. 
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rr geverally believed that Timothy was a Zycaonian; 

"A. born, at Lyra. a noted City of that province; 4 
erſon in whom the dem, the Gentile, ant the chriſt i- 
mer all cogether; His Father was by Birth a Greek, - 
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by Religion a Gentile, or if a Proſelyte, at moſt but a 
Proſelyte of the Gate, who did not oblige themes 
to Cirtumciſion, and the Rites: of Moſes, but ooh to 
the Obſervance of che ſeven Precepts of the Sons of N. 
th : His Mother Eunice, Daughter to the devour and pi- 
dus Lois, was a Jeweſs, who yet did not ſcruple to marry 
with this Greek; the Partition Wall now. tottering, 


o match together. His Mother and Grandmorher being 
minently vertuous, inſtruded him in the Knowledge 
of Divine Things, ſo that from a Child he was acquaint- 
'd with the - Holy Scriptures; and being educated in 
the Jewiſh Religion, it made way for his Converſion 
to the Chriſtian Faith. And St. Faul, in Purſuance of 
his Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel to the Gentiles, 


oming to Antioch in Piſidia, thenee to Eoniam, 4. 


ſo to Iyſtra, the Miraculous Cure of an impotent 


Cripple there, made way for the Entertainment of the | | 
Arine, and among others we are told that 


Chriſtian Doc amo | 
the Parents of Timothy embraced the ſame ;- n ki 
entertaining the Apoſtle. at their Houſe, wholly-refign 
up their Son to his Care and Conduct. About wo Yrars + 
after, St. Paul coming ro take à view of theſe Coun- 

trys about Lyftra, he made choice of 


ſtians thereabout, a an Kvangelift, to be his Aſſiſiant 
and Companion in his Travels. 
But Timothy not being eircumciſed, St. Faul knew it 


would be a mighty Prejudice to his Miniſtry among the 


Jews; who were extraordinary zealous for Circumei- 
* He rg man Wy Gas ha 1 Matters, all 
Things to all Men that he might gain che more, cauſ- 
ed hem 10 paſs under that Ordinanctde. 

St. Paul Thus provided with a meer Companion, 


they paſſed through Pbrygia and Galat ia, and came 
lids Ros Senor "1 
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and being a tg fall, when Jew and Gentile began thus 


Timothy, recoms | 
mended to him by the univerſal Teſtimony of the Chri- 
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h 1y inſerted his own Name, but alſo thoſe of $314 and 


25 Che Lite of St. TIMOTHY 
aud fo to Neapolis, whence they paſſed to Philippi, t 
Metropolis of that Part of Macedonia, where being 
evil intreated by the Magiſtrates and People, they came 
wm 2 Theſſalonica, whence the Fury and Malice of the 
Fes made them fly to Berea. Here they mer With 
More generous People who readily embraced the.Chri 
ſtian Faith, after they had compared it with the Pre 


dictions of the Prophets concerning the Meſſiah. But 
the implacable Jews forced the Chriſtiars to condud 
St. Paul privately to Athens, while Silas and Timothy, 


whom they did not ſo much malign, ſtayed behind to 
confirm the Converts of this place. Aſter this Timothy 
coming to Athens, St. Paul diſpatched him to Theſſal 
| Rica to enquire into the State of Chriſtianity in tha 
City: From whence he in a while returned to St. Pay 
with the welcome News of their Firmneſs and Con. 
ſtancy in the Truth, who preſently writes his firſt 
|- Epiſtle to them, in the Front whereof he not on- 


"Timothy ; the like he did in his ſecond Epiſtle to the 
"Theſſalonians, which not long after he ſent them, to ſup- 
Ply the Want of his perſonal Preſence which they fo 
paſſicnitely deſired. 


Eighteen Months at leaſt they continued at Corinth, 


When St. Paul took a Journey to Feruſalem, and then 
to Antioch,” and having travelled over the Countries of 
Galatia and Phrygia to eftabliſh the Goſpel among 
them, he can b Epheſus, where, though he met wich 


Steat Oppoſition, yet he preached with greater Suc- 
ceſs; and though he reſolved to go intb Macedonia, he 
Was forced to ſend Timothy and Eraſtus in his ſtead, 
Who having done their Errand returned to Epheſus to 
aſſiſt in promoting the Affairs of Religion in that 
Phace. St. Faul having continued three Years at E- 
Pbeſus and the Parts adjacent, determined to depart 
for Macedonia, having now, as Euſebing ibs, __ 
| * | +: cute 


irured Timothy Governour and Biſhop of the Church 
of ch bout Thirty or Thirty, five Years of Age; who though 


Part of his Journey into Greece, and being returned 
to his Charge, the Apoſtle wric his firſt Epiſtle to 
him to encourage him in his Duty, and direct him how 


the Life and Converſation of thoſe who are appointed 
to be the Guides and Miniſters of Religion. The holy 
Man followed his Directions, and was no doubt faith- 


Diligence. St. Paul about Six Tears after being a Pri- 


mining the falſe and ſubtle Inſinuations of Seducers ; 


dantly declare. During his Stay at Rome, he was upon 
. ſome Occaſion caſt into Priſon, bur again ſer at liberty 
oi about the Time of St. Paul's Enlargement, as that Apo- 

ſtle clearly intimates in che Cloſe ot the Epiſtle to the 


ih probably never removed till his Tranſlation into Heaven: 
| e acquainted wih St. John the Di- 
wg And here he became acquainte 4 


. bel Line, who lay in the Boſom of our Lord. A 
p The Epheſians were a looſe, impious, wanton, ef- 
feminate, prophane and prodigal People, and baniſh- 
tha ed Hermodorus only becauſe he was more - ſober 


with the Study of Magick, Sorcery, and Divination, 
and miſerably over-run with Idolatry, eſpecially of 
uted dhe Temple and Worſhip of Diana, for which they 

* | B 2 were 


Jof Epheſus ; being abour that time, as is ſuppoſed, a- 


he was tlius ſettled, yet accompanied St. Faul ſome ' 


io behave himſelf in that eminent Station in which he 
had fer him; the Epiſtle being a ſhort. Draught of 


ful to his Truſt, which he managed with all Care and 


ſoner at Rome, wrote 2 ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy, to 
excite him to a mighty Care and Fidelity in under- 


ordering him to come with all ſpeed to Rome, who ac- . | 
cordingly came and joyned with him in the ſeveral Epi- 


ſtles written chence to the Philippians, Coloſſians, and to 
Philemon, as his Name in the front of them does abun- 


Hebrews : After which he came back to Ephbeſis, and 


thrifty than the Reſt, They were; ſtrangely bewirched 


. " 
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© 2» The Lite of St. TIMOTHY, &:. 
nere famous through the whole World: They had m 
_ "my idolawous Feſtivals, which were ce lebtaed after 
= his Manner. They habited themſelves in an antick 
' Dreſs, and covering their Faces with uggly Vizors, that 
they might aot be known, with Clubs in their Hands, 
they carried Idols, in a wild and frantick Manger, up 
and down the more eminent Places in the City, ſinging} 
_ certain Songs and Verſes to them; and without any 
Compaſſion or Reſpe& to Age or Sex, ſetting upon all} 
| Perſons that they mer, beating our their Braitis, glory- 
uin is ic as a brave Achievement, and a great Honour 
d. their Gods, 7 8 793 
wy  Thiscxcerable Cuftom offended all pious Men, eſpe- 


The! 


= cially St. Timothy, whoſe Spirit being grieved at theſe 
1 — 2 Barbatities, he endeavoured to reclaim them by 

mild [ntrearies, which not prevailing with this head- 
-  Ntrong Rabble, he comes to them in the Midſt of the 
Sertet, upon one of thoſe fatal Solemnities, and re- 
A them with ſome Sharpneſs and Severity; who 
TP aner ON, in Ara wild Ex- 
reges, they fall upon him wich their Clubs, beat 
= ad No on up and down, and then leave him for 
dead, whome ſome Chriſtians finding yet to breathe, | 
won up, and lodged him without the Gate of the City, 
_ where che third Day after he expired, and was buried 
= by che Chriſtians of Epheſus in a Place called Pion, licie 
= where his Body ſeeurely reſted for ſome Ages, till Con- 
BY  -  ftantine he Great, cauſed it to be tranſlated ro Conſtan- | 
__  #jnoplc, and intombed, together with thoſe of Sr. Andrew 
= and Sr. Lale, in the grout Church erected by that Em- 
= yas to the Holy Apoſtles. He ſuffered Martyrdom 
0h the Reign of the Emperour Domitian, about Ninty- 
WE. fire Years after the Dearn of our Saviour, | 
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HE. Ancient Writets of the Church made e 

T: Mention of this Holy Man, ſo that who, and © © 
whence he was, is not known but by uncertain $70 i1 
lities. He is ſaid to have been ſent to Feruſalem, by his: 
Uncle, at that Time Proconſul of Crete, who had heard 
the Fame of our Saviour's Miracles in Judæa. 15 

Titus being. arrived in Judæa, or the Parts chere- 
abouts, and convinced- of the Truth and Divinity of 
the Chriſtian Faith, he became St. Pauls Convert” an 
Diſciple, chough when or where converted we find not: 
It may be ſuppoſed that he either followed St. Paul in 
the Nature of a Companion and Attendant; or that he 
incor porated himſelf into the Church of An inch; ; where; * 3K 
when the famous Controverſy aroſe concerning = 
B 3 45 
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3 Che Lite of St. TITUS, 


_ Chriſtianity, they determined that Paul and Barnabas 


— 


of His and Cilicia, they ſer Sail tor Crete or Candia; 


ciſion, and the Ceremonial Law, as being equally ne- 
ceſſary to be obſerved with: the Belief and Practice of 


ſhould go up to Jeruſalem, to the Apoſtles and Elders, 
about this Nue ſt ion. In the Number of theſe” that were 
ſent, was Titus, whom St. Paul (being encouraged to 
perform that Journey by a particular Revelation) was | 
willing to rake along with-him. When they came thi- | 
ther, ſome zealous Jews, pretending to be Chriſtian } 
Converts, inſinuated themſelves into St. Pauls Compa- | 
ny and Acquaifrance, ſfriqly obſerving what Liberty | 
he took in Point of Legal Rites, that they might find 


Matter to accuſe him; and charged him that he preach- WM [et i. 

ed to, and converſed with the Gentiles, and that Titus Elde: 

an uncircumciſed GreeZ was his intimate Acquaintance, Fear 

Io that there was no way but to circumciſe him, to be re 
make it manifeſt that he had no Intention to undermine lf dep? 

the Rites and Cuſtoms of the Law. This St. Pau! Wl acco 

| wonldky. no means conſent to; for though he was con- to C 
rent at another time to circumciſe Timothy a Jew by ill and 
= the Mother Side, that he might pleaſe che Jews to to b 
their Edifi-acion, and to gain them to the Faith; yes hay 
he now refuſed to circumciſe Titus a Gentile, that he bin 
might nor ſeem to betray the Liberties of the Goſpel, I wh 

harden the Fews in their unreaſonable and inveterate dior 
Prejudices againſt che - Gentiles, and diſcourage them not 
from embracing Chriſtianity : He therefore peremp- the 
torily reſiſted the Importunity of the Jews in this pul 
Particular, and his Practice herein was ſoon after juſti- the 

fied by the Decree of the Council, ſommoned to de- bel 
termine this Matter. | We 

The Affair about which they were ſent to the Sy- th 

nod at Jeruſa lem being diſpatcht, Titus no doubt re- o 
turned wich St. Paul to Antioch, and thence accompa- i 
nied him in his Travels, till having viſited the Churches ar 


where 


b 
Io 
* 


Were St. Paul earneſtly imployed himſelf to preach 


in all Places where he came, not planting in anther 
Man's Line, or building Things made ready to hit hand. 
Bur becauſe the Care of other Churches called upon 
him, and would not allow him to continue long enough 
Where to ſertle and perfe& Chriſtianity, the Ancients, and 
particularly Euſebjns, declare, That he conſtituted Ti- 
ii Biſhop of that Iſland; which likewiſe ſeems found- 

ed in St. Pauls own Intimation, where ' he tells Titus, 

For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou ſpouldeſt 
ſet in order the Things that are wanting, and ordain” 
Elders in every City . I had appointed thee. Several 
Years after Titus continued in his Charge at Crete, when” 
he received a Summons from St. Paul then ready to 
depart to Eyheſus: The Apoſtle had defired Apolos to” 1 
accompany Timothy and ſome others whom he hid ſent 
to Corinth; bur he chuſing rather to go to Crete, by him 
and Zena he wrote an Epiſtle to Titus, to ſtir him up 
to be active and vigilant, and to teach him how to be- 
have himſelf in that Station wherein he had placed 


Biſhop of Crete. - *t 


id propagare the Chriſtian Religion, delighting to be 
he firſt Meff:nger of the glad Tydings of the Goſpel 


him; which indeed was: abfolutely neceſſary for him, 
who had to deal with ſuch a looſe and umoward Genera- 
tion as the Cretians were; the Country it ſelf being 
not more fruitful and plenteous, than the Manners o 
the People were debauched and vicious. And St. Paul 
puts Titus in mind, what a bad Character Epimenides" 
the Poet, a Native of Crete, who certainly knew them 
beſt, had given them, who ſays, The Cretians are al- 
ways Liers, Evil Beaſts, Slow-belilies. And this being 
the Caſe, St. Paul bids Titus to teprove them ſharply* * 
for their corrupt and depraved Manners. = + 
"The Main of this Epiſtle to Titus conſiſts ot Rules 
and Directions to ſeveral Ranks and Relations of Men, 
and inſtructs him in the Qualifications of Paſtors and? - ' 
DIE. B 4 Teachers; 


* 


2: Che Life of St. TITUS, 
Teachers; that they ought to be meek and unpaſſio: 
nate, free from the Love of Wine, and a Defire after 
Riches by ſordid and covetous Deſigns ; kind and hoſ- 
pitable; Lovers of Goodneſs and good Men; modeſt 
and prudent ; juft and honeſt; ſtri& and temperate: 
Firm and conſtant in owning and aſſerting the Do- 
tines of Chriſtianity that had been delivered to them, 
able both to perſuade and comfort others, and mightily | 
to convince thoſe that reſiſt and oppoſe the Truth: For 
| the Poyſon of Errour had inſinuated it ſelf into theſe | 
| © Cretians, together with the Entertainment of Chriſtia- 
= nity; chere being many unruly and vain Tallers, eſpe- 
= cially they of the Circumciſion, who endeavoured ' to 
W corrupt the Doctrine of the Goſpel with Jewiſh Fables, | 
groundleſs and unwarrantable Traditions, myſtical Caba- 
Iiſtick Explications, and fooliſh Queſtions and Geneals- 
gies ; which they likewiſe mixed wich Principles of 
great Looſeneſs and Liberty, that they might the bet- 
ter inſinuate themſelves into the Affections of Mev; | 
whereby they brought over numerous Proſelytes to 
| Their party; of whom they made Merchandiſe, gain- 
ig ſufficient dvantage to themſelveg. So that it was | 
abſolutely neceſſiry theſe Mens Mouths ſhould be ſtop- 
ped, who. under Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, per- 
verted Men from the True Religion, and the Plainnefs | 
and Simplicity of the Goſpel. Having done with Mi» | 
niſters, St. Paul proceeds to give Directions for Perſonz 
| of all Ages and Capacities, whether Old or Young, - 
Mies or Women, Children or Servants, - And then of 
| more publick Concernment, Rulers and People, and 
Indeed how to deport themſelves in the general Car- 
riage of their Lives. | y 
The Apoſt'e departing from Epheſus, was come to 
| Troas, where though he had a fair Opportunity to 
= preach the Goſpel, yet, he ſays, he had no Reſt in 
e becauſe be found nor Tit bis Broder, 
1 | W 


— 


Bithop of CRETE. 33 


hom ke impatiently expected to bring him an Ac- 


ay dunt of the State of the Church of Corinth. Whe- 
Jeſt ther Titus had been wich him, and been ſenr upon this 
ate: I Errand, or had been commanded, by him to take (o- 
Do. insh in his Way to Crete is not known. Not meeting 
e him chere, away. he goes for Macedonia, where at 
nily iength Titus arrived, and comforted him under all his 


other Sorrows and Ditficulties, with the joyful News 
of the happy Condition of che Church of Corinth, and 
how readily they had reformed thoſe Miſcarriages- 
which in bis farmer Epiſtle he had charged upon 
them, Soon after St. Paul having received the Col- 
lections of the Macedonian Churches for the indigent. . 
Chriſtians at Jeruſalem, he ſent back Titus, and with. 
him St. Luke to Corinth, to excire their Charity, and: 
prepare their Contributions againſt his own Arrival: 
there, and by them he wrote his ſecond I piſtle to that 
Church. Titus faithfully diſcharged his. Rrrand to 
the Church of Corinth, and having perſormed che 
Services for which he was ſent, returned, we may ſup- 
poſe, back to Crete. Nor do we hear any further 
News of him till St. Paul's Impriſonment at Rome, 
whicher, ſome Authors relate, he came about wo- 
Years after him, and continued with him till his Mar- 
tyrdom, whereat he was preſent, and together with: 
St. Luke, committed him to the Grave. Which AG& 
count ſeems very doubtful, ſince St. Paul himſelf ſays, 
2 Tim. 4. 10. before his Death, that Titus had left. 
him, and was gone into Dalmatia, a Province of Ih- 
ricum, to plant that fierce and warſike Nation with the: 
Goſpcl ot Peace, taking it probably in his way, in or» 
der to his return for Crete. | 1-2 
And this is the laſt Notice we find taken of Tirut in 
the Holy Writings ; nor do the Records of the Church 
henceforward furniſh us with any certain Memoirs or 
Remarks concerning him. The Ancients ſay St. Tina. 
5 lived: | 


« X 


34 The Uke ok St. TITUS, Cc. 
Hived till he was 94 Tears of Age, and died in Peace, 
lying buried in Crete, in the fame Church, ſay the 
Romaniſts, wherein St. Paul ordained him Biſhop of 
that Hland ; which ' muſt be underſtood: of a Church 
afterward built, it not being likely there ſhould be any 
at that time. At Candia, the Metropolis of Crete, was | 
an ancient and beautiful Church dedicated to St. Titus, 
wherein, under the High Altar his Remains are ſaid 
to be honourably laid up, and were by the Greeks 
- and Latines had in great Veneration before that Fa- 
mous City fell into the Hands of the Turks. The 
weſtern Church celebrate his Feſtival upon Jan. 4. 

- and the Greeks Auguſt 235. | 
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| Lom ſius wis born at "Athen?; a Place famdus for- 
axe and Sciences, to which Perſors cm from: 
all Parts of the World, to accompirfti*theniſelves: in 
polite and uſeful Learning. Though we gudt noching 
faid of his Parents, yet we may conclude him to be of 
Noble Birth, at leaſt not of the common Rank, ſeeing 
| none were admitted to be Areopagite Judges unleſs they; - 
e were Nobly- born, and eminently exemplary for 2 ver? 
| tuous and - ſober Life. ' He was inſtructed in all che 
learned Sciences of Greece, wherein he was an 'early. 
Proficient :: When he was about 25 Years Old; he is 
faid to have gone into Egypt, that he might pertect 
kimſelf in the Study of the Mathematicks, aud be ac- 


quainced 


36 The Life of St. DIONYSIUS, 
wi  quainted with cheir ſecret and myftical Philoſophy, 
He ſettled himſelf: at Heljopolis, a City between Coptis 
and Alexandris, a Place choſen by the A#gypiian Prieſts 
admirably advantagious for the Contemplation of the 


Heavenly Bodies, and the Study of Philoſophy and 
Aftronomy ; where a very Ancient Hiftorian aſſures us 


Frieſts Aſtronomy, and other Parts of Learning. 
Dim having finiſhed his Studies at Heliopolis re- 
turned co Athens admirably accompliſhed to ſerve his 
= Country, and was accordingly advanced to be one of 
= the Judges of the Areopagus, a Place of great Honour 
= and Renown. This Areopagig was a Famous Senate 
=_ Houſe, built upon a Hill in Athen, wherein Aſſe mbled 
_ their great Court of Juſtice, the moſt ſacred and ve- 
_ . ncrable Tribunal in all Greece, Under their Cognizance 
came all che greater and more Capital Cauſes, and eſpe- 


and them; and therefore St. Paul was arraigned 
before this Court, as 4 Setter forth of ſtrange Gods, 
when he preached to them concerning Jeſus and the Re- 


Dark, that the Perſon, of the Plaintiff or the Pleader 


and others Fifcy one. 


- when St. Paul about Forty-nine or Fifty Years after 
the Death of our Saviour, came to Athens; where he 
reſolutely. afſericd the Cauſe ot Chriſtianity againſt the 
Autemps of ihe Sroick and Epicurean Philoſophers, who 
appeued vehemently againſt it. The Athenians, who 
were very curious in Matters of R. ligion, not under- 
Standing thus. new and ſtrange DoGrige that he taught, 


Pres 


that Abraham himſelf lived and taught the A&gyptian| 


cially Matters of Religion, Blaſphemy againſt their 


ſurreHion. They were exactly upright and impartial in | 
their Proceedings, and heard Cauſes at Night, or in the | 


might have no-undue Influence upon them. There was | 

no Appeal from their Scntence: Their Number iv un- 

certain, ſome making them Nine, others Thirty-one, 
in this grave and venerable Aflembly Cate Diom ſus 


" 


the Areopagite: 27 


preſemly brought him before the Areopagite Senate, 


where ig an Elegant Oration, he With the utmoſt 
Strength of Reaſon, plainly demonſtrated the tolly and 
Abſurdiry of thoſe many Vain Deities. Which, they 
blindty worſhipped, and explained to them. that Infinite? 
Being that made and governed the World, and what 
indiſpenſable Obligations he laid upon all Mankind to 
worſhip and adore him, eſpecially for his exceeds. 
ing Love and Kindneſs in ſending his own Son to publiſh 
ſo excellent a Religion to the World. Though his Dife 
courſe was entertained by ſome with Scorn and Ladghs 
ter, yet it wanted not an happy Influence upon 
whom it convinced of the Reatonableneſs and Divinit 
of the Chriſtian Faith: Among whom was Diom ſins 
one of the Judges that fare upon him, and Damaris 
(whom St. Cryſoftom ſays, was his Wife) and probably: 
his whole Houſe. An Ancient Author relates. a parti 
cular Diſpute between Djonyſtus and St. Paul, about the: 
Unknown God, who was God-Man, and was to appear 
in the latter Ages, to reform the World. This che 
Apoſtle ſhewed to be the Holy Jeſus lately come down 
from Heaven, and ſo ſatisfied Djonyſws, that he prayed; 
him to interceed with Heaven, that he might be fully 
eonfirmed in this Belief. The next Day St. Paul hays 
ing reſtored Sight ro one that was born blind, charged 
him to go to Dionyſus, and by that Token claim his 
Promiſe to be his Convert: Who being amazed at this 
Sight, readily renounced his Idolatry, and was wich his 
whole Family baptized into the Faith of Chriſt. An 
Author of the like ſuſpected Authority, ſays, Thar 
Diony ſues travelled with St. Paul for three Tears after 
his Converſion, who then conftirured him Biſhop of! 
Athens; that he took a Journey to Jeru/ alem to meet the 
| Apoſtles, who are ſaid to have come from all Parts & 
the World to be preſent at the laſt Hours of the Bleſſed 
Virgin ; and that he made ſeveral Viſits we che Churches! 


8 | The fe of St. Dionyſus 9 

' in 2 and Achaia, to plant and confirm the chf. 
n Faith. 

i © © After this, the Writers of his Life generally male 
bim prepare for a much longer Journey: That having, 

ſettled his Affairs in Athens, and nominated a Succefſor 
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where he planted the Faith, and. founded an Epiſcopal 


he returned into the Eaſt to Converſe with 
. vor it Epheſus; rhence back again to Park, where 
e ſufferelſ Martyrdom. | 


3 
5 * 


tides che Chriſtian Philoſopher has left upon record in 


1 F \ Apology for the Chriſtian Religion (who himſelf | 


| ved, and was probably born at Athens, not long after 
'þ Dom us, That after moſt reſolute and eminent 
confeſſidn of che Faith ; after having undergone ſe- 
| rn o the ſevereſt Kinds of Torments,” he gave che 

laſt and greateſt Teſtimony of it by laying down his 
Fife, being heheaded, as is moſt probable, in the Reign” 


= yok 7 of our Saviour. - 
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in his Biſhoprick, he is faid to go to Rome, from- 
{whence he was diſpatched by Sr. Clemens into "France, : 


at Paris, whence, abour the Ninetiech Year of 


Nothing of Certainry is related of him, but what Ari" 


of Domitian rhe Roman Emperour, about 107 Years : 


Th 
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The Life of St. CLEMENS Biſhop of”: 
| Rome, who was drowned in the Sea,” - | 


= 


- 
* . 


17 makes not a little for the Honour of this Vene! 


rable Apoſtolick Man, chat he was a. Fellow Labous - 
rer with Sr. Faul, and one of thoſe whoſe Names are 
written in the Book of Life: He was born at Rome up- 


on Mount Celius, his Fathers Name was Fauſtime, buy 


we do not find who he was or what Profeſſion or Courſe” 
of Life he followed. Indeed in the Book, of Rec 
Hons, (which though liable in ſome Caſes to juſt ES | 
ceptions, yet being of great Antiquity in the Church, 
Written not long after the Apoſtolick Age) ſome Re» 


Marks may be taken out of chem: Therein we find 
St. Clemens 3 


giving this Account of himſelf, Fe 


— —œ 
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40 The Life cf St. CLEMENS, 
| He was deſcended of a noble Race, ſprung from the 
Family of the Ceſars, his Father Fauſtinianus ar Fau- 
us, being Near akin to the Emperour Tiberius, and 
educated Wich him, and by his Procurement matryed 
Matt idia, a Woman bora of one of the chief Fami- 
lies of Rome. He was the youngeſt of Three Sons, 
bis Two. elder Brothers being Fauſt inus and Fauſt us, 
who after changed their Names for Nicet at and Aguila. 
His Mother, a Woman it ſeems of exguiſite Beauty, 
vs by her Husband's own Brother firongly ſollicited 
= to-unchaſic Embraces ; to avoid whoſe tropbleſome Im- 
ol rtummties, and yet loth to reveal it to her Husband, 
411 E it ſhould oceaſion Diſturbances and Diſhonour to 
their Family, ſhe pretended to her Husband that ſhe 
was commanded in a Dream, together with her wo 
=_ eldeſt Sons, to depart for ſome time from Rome. He 
= accordingly ſent them to reſide at 4thens, for the 
= greacer  Conveniency of their Education: But hearirg 
= goching of chem, though he ſent Meſſengets on pyrpoſe 
_ every Year, he reſolved at laſt to go himſelf in pur- 
= ſui of chem; which he did, leaving his youngeſt Son, 
then Twelve Years of Age, at home under the care of 
Tutors and Guardians. St. Clemens grew up in all Man- 
ly Studies and Virtuous Actions, till falling under ſorne 
+ 4 N ons of Mind concerning the [mmaxta- 
bu of the Soub and che State of the other Life, he 
applyed himſelf to ſearch more narrowly into the Na- 
vie and Truth of Things; and refolving to conſult the 
i Magicians, whether by their dark Art they 
wy were able to fe ch back one of thaſe that were depart- 
= ed imo che lovifible World, or raiſe a Man from the 
Dead, the very Sight of whom.might ſarisfy his curi- 
dus Ecquiries about this Matter. r Pe Se 
s . While he was, under this Suſpence, he heard of the 
We Son of God's appearing in the World, and the excel- 
un Doftrine he publiſhed. in Judges; wherein: — pas 
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he MM farther inſtruted by the Miniſtry of St. Barnabas, h 
came to Rowe, Him he followed, firſt to 4lexandring. 
ng dzb chence after a linle time to Judes. Arriving a 

ed cæſarea, he met with St. Peter, by Whom he Was in- 

| ſtructed and baptized, whoſe Companion and Diſciple ' 


- he continued for a great Part of his Life. Hig Father 
„ dad Mother, and his two Brothers, after various Mic: 
. adventures which happened to them, by divers ſtrange- 


y Accidents met all afterwards together, and were at 
? WH lcogth converted, and baptized into the Chriſtian Faith. 


This nt is given in thoſe ancient Writings, and 
the ee as well as other Authors, unanimouſly . 
agree thit St. Clemens was Biſhop of Rome; but the 
former find inextricable Difficulties about the Succeſſi- 
on of the Four Firſt Biſhops of that See, ſcarce. Two 
of them agreeing therein. Some of their Writers tel! 
us, That St. Peter being ſenſible of his approach 
ing Diſſolution, preſented Clemens before the Church as; 

a fir Perſon to be his Succeſſor; the good Man, wik 
all imaginable modeſty declined the Honour, which 
St. Peter in a long Diſcourſe urged upon him, and fer; . 
, out at large the particular Duties both of Miniſtes In 
their reſpective Orders and Capacities, as alſo of the 
People; which done, he laid his Hands upon him, and 
compelled him to take his Seat. How he adminiſtred., 
this great and difficult Province, the Ecclefiaftical Re- 
| cords give very little Account; neither can we rely ab? 
folutely upon the Credit and ſingle Teſtimony of Au- 
thors in matters ſo remote and diſtant; they tell us, 
That he diſpatched away ſeveral Perſons to pteach and 
/ propagate the Chriſtian Religion in theſe Countries whi- 
ther the Sound of the Goſpel had not yet arrived: Nor 
| did he only concern himſelf to propagate the Faith-; | 
where, it was not, but to preſerve the Peace of thoſe 
Churches where it was already plante For an un- 
tuppy Setiün having broken out; in the Church, 
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a The Life of St. CLEMENS, 
of Corinth they ſent- to Rome for his Advice and 
5 Aſſiſtance in it, who in the Name of rhy Church 
W! whereof he was Governour, wrote back an Imcompa- 
rabie Epiſtle to compoſe and quell, as he calls ir, chat 
impiom, and abominable Sedition that was ariſen among 
| them. The exa& Time of Wriring this Epiſtle is not 
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known; ſome judge it was be fore the Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem and the Temple, and it ſeems more probable 
do be written after the Perſecution under Domit ian, and 
probably nor long be fore Clemens was ſent into Baniſh- 
= | ment. For in Excuſe for not anſwering the Legi of the 
Church of Corinth any ſooner, he tells chem as by 
Reaſon of thoſe Calamities and ſad Accidents that had 
- happened to him. N 
Clemens by a firm Patience and prudent Care wea- 
. | - thered out the ſtormy and troubleſome Times of Do- 
mitian, and the ſhort, but peaceable Reign of Nera; 
= | when alas the Clouds returned after the Rain, and be- 
WE | gan to thicken in a blacker Tempeſt in the Time of 
F. jan, an excellent Prince indeed, of ſo ſweet a Dif- 
| | poſition and inoffenſive Converſation, that th: Roman' 
People at the Choice of every new eled ed Empe-- 
tour, cryed, 4 better than Trajan. But withal he was 
zealous for his Religion, and upon that Account a ſe- 
vere Enemy to the Chriſtians. Among ſeveral Laws 
enacted at the Beginning of his Reign; he publiſhed one 
- forbidding the Societies or Colleges. ęrected up and 
= i down the Roman Empire, whereat Men uſed to meer, 
and liberally feaſt, under Pretence of more conveni- 
ent Diſpatch of Buſineſs, and the Maintenance of mu- 
1 tual Love an Friendſhip ; which yet the Roman State 
beheld with a jealous Eye, as fit Nurferies for Treaſon 
== and Sedition. Now the Chriſtian Aſſemblies were look - 
ed upon as ſuch by their Enemies: For finding them 
& 1} confederared together, and conſtantly meeting at the 
& -: fblemn Love-feaſts which were kept among 1 K 
= oſe. 


— 


thoſe Primitive Times; and eſpecially being of a Way 
of Worſhip different from the Religion of the Hea- 
then Empire, they thought they might "Tevurely pro- 
ceed againſt them as Illegal Societies, and Contemners 
of the Imperial Conſtitution, wherein St. Clemens, as 


the Head of the Society at Rome, was ſure to bear the 


deepeſt Share. And indeed it was no more than what 
he himſelf had long expected: For in his Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, ſpeaking, of the Tormenrs and Sufferings 
which the holy-Apoſtles had undergone, he tells them, 
that he looked upon himſelf and his People as fer to rum 
the ſame Race, and that the ſame Fight and Conflict 
was laid up for him; — — 1 
An ancient Author gives an Account of the Begin- 
ning of his Troubles to this Effect. St. Clemens having 
converted Theodora, a noble Lady, and afterwards her 

Husband Si ſinnius, a Kinſman and Favourite of che late 
Emperour Nerva, the Gaining of ſo great a Man; had 
ſuch an Influence upon divers others of chief Note and* 
Quality, that they alſo embraced the Chriſtian Faith, 
This good Succeſs procured to St. Clemens the Envy 
and Hatred of Torcutianus, 2 Man of great Power and 
Authority at that time in Rome, who by che inferiour 
Magiſtrates of the City, excited the People to- mutiny 
againſt this holy Man, charging him with Magick and: 


Sorcery, and for being an Enemy and Blafphemer of 


the Gods, crying our, That he ſhould either offer Sacri- 
free to them, or expiate his Impicty with his Blood, Ma- 
mert inus, the Præfect of the City, a moderate and pru - 
dent Man, being willing to appeaſe the Uproar, ſent 
for St. Clemens and mildly perſuaded him to comply: 
But finding his Reſolution inflexible, he ſent: to ac- 
quaint the Emperour with the Caſe, who returned this 
ſnort Reſcript, That he ſhould offer Sacrifice to the Gods, 

or be baniſhed to Cherſon, 4 diſconſolate City beyond the: 


Pontick · Sea: And accordinglyy, he was e * 
| ther 
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7 44. The Life of St. CLEMENS, Ce. 
ther to dig in the Marble Quarries, and labour in the 
P 
WH - Arriving at the Place of his uneomfortable Exile, he 
found vaſt Numbers of Chriſtians condemded to the 
fame miſerable Fare, who were yet ſame what cpmſort- 


Countries to embrace Chriſtianity, ſo chat in a little 
i time all the Monuments of Idolatry theteabouts were 
1 eſaced and overturned: The Fame hereof being car- 
= ricd to the Emp:rour, he diſpatcht Aufidiamus the 
WE Prefident to put à Stop to this growing Set, who 
Id ſhort time put great Numbers of them to Death. 
And finding how readily and reſolutely they offered up 
I their Lies for che Profeſſion: of their Faith, he gives 
deer conterding with the Multitude, and reſolved to- 
ſſiagle. our a principal one among them; whoſe exem- 
- Plary Puniſhment might ſtrike terrour into the reſt. 
To chis purpoſe St, Clemens was pitcht upon, and all 
Tempiations to renounce Chriſtianity being ſound in- 
effectual, the Executioners are ordered to put him. a-: 
I board a Ship and throw him into the Bottom of the 
ws + Seca, where: the Chriſtians might deſpair of ever find» 
ig bis Body; to this Kind of Death, uſed by the Ro- 
nus, our Bleſſed Saviour alludes, when in the caſe of 
Vital ſcandal, he pronounces it Better for a Man that 
= | 4.Milftone were banged about his neck and he caſt into the 
Sea. "His Martyrdom happened in the third Year of 
Trajan, (after be had been Biſhop of Rome about 
ide Tears) Qne Hundred: Years aſter the Death of our 
7 Savioure., - His Feſtival is celebrated by the Roman 
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T. Simeon was the Son of Cleophas Brother to 7 
Y ſepb, Husband to the Bleſſed Virgin, and ſ&his Ha- 
ther had the Honour to be Uncle to our Saviour, in che 

ame Senſe that , Foſeph was his Father. His Mother: 
ay ſome, was Mary the Wife of Cleophat; mentioned 
n the Hiſtory, of the Goſpel, Siſter or Couſin⸗Germun 
o the Mother of our Lord: And if fo, he was by 
doth Sides nearly related to our Saviour. He was born 
ſays Euſebius) in the Year of the World, 393 

hirteen Years, according to the vulgar Computation 
| deſore our Saviour's Incarnation. He was educated 8 

N. ordipg to the ſevereſt Rules of Religion proſeſſed © 5 
he: Wie 7owiſh Church, bag excered imo the Order of 
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1456 Che Life of St. SIMEON, 
dhe Rechabites : An Ancient Father informing us, that 
when the Jews were bufily engaged inthe Martyrdom of 
St. James the Juſt, a Rechabite Prieſt one of the Ge- 
neration of the Sons of Rechab, mentiened by the 
Prophet Jeremiah, Chap. xxxv. 2, 3. &c. Simeon 
ſtept in, and interceeded with the People to ſpare fo 
Juſt and Good a Man, and one that was then praying 
to God for them. es | 
It is probable that Simeon was infiruRed in Chriſti- 
- anity by our Lord himſelf, whoſe Auditor and Follow: 
er he is ſuppoſed to have been; and in all likelihood 
was one of the Seventy Diſciples, if which Capacity 
he continued many Years ; till he was advanced to 2 
Place of great Honour and Eminency in the Church, 
About the Year LXII, St. James the Juſt, Biſhop of 
| Jeruſalem, by the Artifices of Ananus the High-Prieſt, 
=: had been cruelly martyred by the Jews; The Succeſſi- 
on to whoſe Office was ſo far thought ta be the Con- 
' -cernment of the whole Chriſtian Church, that the A. 
2 ſtles and Diſciples of our Lord are ſaid to have come 
rom all Parts to conſult and adviſe with thoſe of our 
Saviour's Kindred and Relations, who ſhould be put 
into his Place; whereupon they elected Simeon, our 
Lord's near Kinſman, whom they all judged moſt wor- 
thy of the Place: How he managed the Affairs of the 
Church of Jeruſalem is not particularly known to us, 
but we may be ſure his Office was attended wich ſuffi- 
cient Trouble and Difficulry, both from the malicious 
Tremper of the turbulent People, and becauſe it happen- 
ac d in che fatal Period of the Jewiſh Church. For the 
TY |} Sins of that Nation being now ripe for Vengeance, and 
they having filled up che Meaſure of their Inſquities, 


dy their cruel Uſage of the Apoſtles and Meſſengers of 
+ our Saviour; their barbarous Treatment of St."Stephen, 


St. James the Great and the Leſs ; but above all their 
WWA 


Biſhop of ſeruſalem. 5 47 | 


cha che Wrath.of God came upon them to the uttermoſt: 
m of And the Romans took away both their Place and Nati- 
Ge- on; of which I ſhall give a brief Account, 

the Veſpaſian ſent his Son Titus from Alexandria to Fus 


men dea, commanding him to attempt the Capital City, as 
re ſo the only Way to put a quick Period to the War. The 
aying| State of Jeruſalem was at this Time very deplorable, 7 
which, though once a City at Unity within it ſelf, was 
riſt;. row torn in pieces with inteſtine Diviſions. Simon the 
now. Sor of Giora, an ambitious Man, had got Poſſeſſion of 
hood che upper City. John, who headed a Party called the 
Zealots, an inſolent arid ungovernable Generation, com- 
manded the lower Parts, and the Outskirt of the Tem- 
ple; the inner Parts were ſecured by Eleaxar the Son 


wm of Simon, who had drawn over a conſiderable Number 
prieſt of che Souldiers to Joyn with him, and all theſe mutu- 
eff; ally oppoſing, and quartelling with each other. Titus 
Con wich bis Army approaching the City a while before the 
he A. Feaſt of the Paſſover, he ſtraitly blockr up all the Avenues 
come and Paſſages of Eſcape, building a Wall of 39 Furlongs, 
85 * which he ſtrengthened with thirty Forts, whereby he 

© put prevented any from coming in or going out of the City; 


of which War, and the Sackage of Jeruſalem, if we 
compare what our Saviour ſaid concerning it in St. Luke 
Ch. * Ver. 41, Cc. We ſhall find fo juſt a Corre- 
ſpondence between the. Prophecy and the Event as 
would tempr one to think that the Hiſtorian had aaken 


liclon Inis meaſures as much from our Lords Predi&ions, as 
rener from the Events of Things. . | 

1 Terms of Mercy were offered to the Beſieged up- 
- addon Surrender, but ſcornfully reje&ed, which exaſpera- 
dr ted the Roman Army to fall upon them with greater 
* 0 Fierceneſs and Severity. And now God and Man, Hea- 
Berben ven and Earth, ſeemed to fight againſt them. For 


befides the Roman Army without, and the furious Fa- 
Wous and Diviſions Wichin, che dreadful Face of Fa- 
3 n r mige 


1 their 
Glory, 
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1 The Life of St. SME ON, 


mine appeared among them, . haſtned by the vaſt Mul 

Wm "ritudes chat came from all Parts\of the Land to the 
wi Paſſover, and Hunger raped ſo horribly within the City, 
chat they took more care to rob and pluntler one ano. 
cher of cheir Proviſions, than of defending themſelves 
-againſt the common Enemy; and fo many Thouſand; 

died for want of Food, that they could not bury them, 

but laid the Dead Bodies in Heaps above the Ground: 

"Nay, they broke the very Laws of Nature; Mary the 
Daughter of Eleazar, who was deprived of all her 

| Proviſions by the Souldiers, raging fo for hunger, that 

+ - ſhe boiled her ſucking Child and eat him. So that 
Well might our Lord call choſe Women bleſed who wer: 
harren, and whoſe Paps never gave ſuck, Titus find- 
ing that neither Kindneſs nor Cruelty would work up- 
on this obſtinate People prepared for a Storm, and ha- 

ving gained the Tower of Antonia, the Jews fled to the 

| Temple hard by, rhe Ourgates and Porches whereof 
WE . were immediately ſet on Fire, at which the Fews were 
Fi fo aftoniſhed, that they never endeavoured to quench 
it. Titus being of a compaſſionate Humour, was ve- 

1 deſirous to ſpare the People and ſave the Temple; 

bdut all in vain, for a common Souldier threw a Fire- 
brand into the Chambers that were about the Temple, 
_— | which preſently took Fire; and though the General 
ran, and ſtormed, and commanded it to be pur our, yet 
wee Noiſe and Confuſion was fo great, chat his Order 
could not be heard till it was too late, the Triumphant 
Flames prevailing in ſpight of all Oppoſition, and with 

ſuch furious Rage, as if they threatned to burn up 

Mount Sion to the very roots. So effeſtually was our 

Saviour's Threat fulfilled, when he told his Diſciples, 

who admired. the flately and magnificent Buildings of 

the Temple, Verily I ſay unto you, there ſhall. not be 

left here one Stone upon another that ſhall not be thrown 

' down. Nay, for the Garther verifying this * 
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ſbur ; after it was faſt locked 


-_ Biſhop of Jeruſalem. 45 
urns Rufus was commanded to Plow-up the Founda- 
ions thereof. All things were now hurled in a Mix- 
ure of Blood, Smoak, and Flames ; the Jews were 

ain like Sheep or Dogs, and many voluntarily leape - 
Pro the Eire; the Number of them that periſhed in 
is Siege amounring to eleven hundred Thouſand Per- 
ons, beſides ninery ſeven Thouſand that were ſold for 
Flaves ; the numberleſs Multitudes that from all Parts 
locked to the Feaſt of the Paſſover, and were by the 
Roman Army crouded up within the City, rendring this 
Account very probable, Okt: RO 
Such was the Ruin of the Jewiſh Church and State, 
us was Jeruſalem the moſt eminent City not only of 
Fudea, but of the whole eaſtern Part of the World (as 


Pliny himſelf confeſſes) utterly deſtroyed, notwithſtand. 


vg its Antiquiry, Wealth, and Strength, after it had 
ood from 
ery remarkable that this Siege began a while before 
he Paſſover, about the very Time when they had bar- 
darouſly put to Death the Son of God, Divine Juſtice 
omerimes obſerving ſuch an exa& Proportion in exe- 


uting its Vengeance. Their fatal Fall was. not only: -- 


oretold by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, but lately 
preſignified by immediate Prodigies and Sings from Hes- 
en. A blazing Comet hung over the City for a whole 
Year together in the Shape of a Sword. A little be- 
ore the War began, in the Feaſt of Unleavened Bread, 
Light ſuddenly ſhone out at Nine a Clock at Night be- 
ween the Altar and the Temple as bright as at Noonday. 


An Heifer about the ſame Time, as ſhe was led to Sacri- 
ce, brought forth a Lamb in the very Midſt of the Tem- 


ple. The Eaſt-Gate of the inner Part of the Temple, all 
of Maſſy Braſs, and which Twenty Men could hardly. 
and barred, was ſeen in 

he Night to open of its ewn*accord. Chariors a 
mies in Battalla were ſeen in the Air, ſeeming 1g 
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+ and motion; and immediately heard a Voice that ſaid, 
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in che City, being time ly warned by the Caution which 
dur Bleſſed Lord had given them, that when they 
i ſhould ſee Jeruſalem compaſſed with Armies, and the 
' Abomination of Deſolation (that is the Roman Army) 
flanding in the Holy Place, they 
* Mountains; or betake themſelves to ſome obſcure Place 


— . — 


Fo The Life uk St. SIMEON, 
encompaſs the City- When the Prieſts entered into the 
| Taner Temple at Pentecoſt, they firſt perceived a noiſe 


Let us depart hence. And when all Things were fe 
cure and peaceable for four Years before the War be 
gin, one Jeſus, an ordinary Country Fellow,  pronout- 
ced many dreadful Woes againſt the Temple, the City; 
and the People, continuing ſo to do, eſpecially at 
Feſtival Times for Seven Ycars together, notwithſtand- 
ibg all the cruel Uſage which he met with for ſo doing, 
till at length he was diſpatcht by a violent Death. But 
M.Iiracles, Threats, ard Warnings have no Effect upon 
a People whom the Almighty hatch once given up to it 
curable Infatuation. | 
In the Midſt of this calamitous and woe ful State of 
the Jews, we find that St. Simeon and the Chriſtiam 


ould flee unto the 


particular Revelation communicated to ſome good and 


pious Nen among them (which ſays. Epiphanius was 


in 
Ge 
ly 
163 | ja 
of Refuge; and having been lately commanded by = 
c 
ef 
done by the Miniſtry of an Angel) to leave Jeruſalem 4 


and go to Pella, they retreated thither as to a little 


8 f yar from the Flames of Sodom, and ſo not one pe- 


7 riſhed in che common Ruin. This being a little Town * 
beyond Fordan, whoſe Inhabitants were Gentiles, which ” 


is manifeſt ſince the Fews under Alexander Fannæus 
their King plundered ir, becauſe they would not em- al 
brace their Religion, and probably God directed the E 
Chriſtians hither; that iq; ey might be our of the reach 1 
of the Beſom of Deſtruction which was to ſweep il H 
Bre 
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_ *Bifhop of Jeruſalem, xr 
Unued till che Hatred and Severity of the Romans being 
aſſwaged they might return with Safety, which theß 
did before the Time of Adrian the Emperour; who : : 
47 Years after the Deveſtation coming ro Feruſalem 
in order to its Reparation, found there a few Houſes, # 
and a little Church of the Chriſtians built upon Moung:* 
Sion, in that very Place where that Vpper Room was inn 
to which the Diſciples went up when they returned 
from our Lord's Aſcenſion. Here they kept their Af- 
ſemblies, and ſhewed ſo many Miracles that Aquil.zhe : 
Emperour's Kinſman, whom he had made Governour, 
and Overſcer of the building of the City, embraced :; 
Chriſtianity : Bur continuing in his former Studies of 
Magick and Aſtrology, after ſeveral Admonitions given 
him to defiſt, he was caſt out of the Church; which 
he fo reſented that he apoſtarized to Judaiſm, and af. 
terward tranſlated the Bible into Greek. 3,32 
In the mean time Simeon no doubt was very diligent -2 
in his Office, and in the Diſcharge thereof it pleaſed 
God to preſerve him to a great Age, as a Perſon high= © 
ly uſeful to the Church, even to che Middle of Tra- 
Place jan's Reign, when he was brought to give his laſt Te- 
ſtimony to his Religion upon a very flight Pretencr. 
d and For the Roman Emperours were jealous of their new 
5 was eſtabliſhe Sovereignty, there being an Ancient Tra- 
ſalen dition (as appears from Joſephus, Suetoninus and Tacitus) 
little chroughout the Eaſt, That our of Judea ſkould ariſe 
e pe · 2 prince that ſhould be the great Monarch of the 
row World ; which though Joſephus to ingratiate himſelf 
rhich with the Romans flatteringly applied to Veſpa ſian, yex 
aus this did not quiet their Minds bur that they ſtill beheld - 
tem- all that were of the Line of David with a jealous 
d the Eye. This made Domitian the Son of Veſpaſian re- 
reach ſolve to deſtroy all that were of the Blood Royal of the 
weep ! Houſe of Judab, upon which Account two Nephews 
com ol St. Jude, one of the Brothers of our Saviour, were 
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52 The Lite of St. SLIM EON, Cc. 
fought before him and deſpiſed by him for their Po; 
verty and Meanneſs, as Perſons very unlikely to ſtand | 
Competitors" for a Crown. And Simeon being envied h 
by ſome Sefts of the Jews for his Activity au 

Zeal in promoting the Chriſtian Faith, they accu: 
ed him to the Proconſul of Syria, for being of the 
Poſterity of the Kings of Judah and a Chriſtian, 
who commanded him for ſeveral Days together to 
He racked wich the moſt exquiſite Torments, which 
ie endured with ſo much Courage and Patience, 
"that the Proconſul, and all that were preſent, were 
amazed to ſee a Perſon of ſo great an Age endure 
& ſuch cruel Tortures ; at laſt he was commanded to be 
= crucified. He ſuſſered in the 110th Year of his 
ge, in the zoth of Trojan's Reign, and in che Yea 
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The Life b of St. 169 Ts Biſhop of 
Kah, who was devoured by Lions 


DJ 
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E find little recorded concerning- he Country- 
and Parentage of this holy Man: Hei is by ſe- 4 
veral Authors called Thenphorus, or ode that is born or 
carried by God; for we are told that he was 2 | 
Child whom our Saviour took into his Arms, and ee 
him in the Midſt ot his Diſciples, as che moſt Keel] | 
Inſtance of Innocency and Humility; but St. es oth 
Rom, who had a better Opportunity of knowing the 
Truth thereof, expreſsly affirms that Ignat ius never ſaw 
our Saviour, or enjoyed any Familiarity or Converſe 
with him. In his Youth he was intimately conwerſanr 
with the Apoſtles, and educated by them, and it is 
ſaid was St. John's Diſciple. Being fully ibſtrufted Fog 
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WW! 52 The Life of St. 1GNATIUS, 
= the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, he was, for his eminem er 
Parts, and Piety of Life, choſen Biſhop of Ant ioch 
the Metropolis of Syria, and the moſt famous City in re. 
the Eaſt, containing at that Time above Two hundred 
thouſand Souls. He continued about forty Years 28er 
Ant ioch in the Midſt of ſtormy and temp:ſtuous Times, 
but declined the Dangers that threatned him, by his er 
Prayers, Tears, Faftings, and the indefatigable Pains Eee 
He took to confirm weak and unſeicled Chriſtians in 
the Faith ic the Midſt of their Perſecutions. When 2 * 
quiet Interval happened to the Church, he rejoyced 
therein, though as to himſelf he ſome what impatient. e 
ly expected and longed for Martyrdom, without 
which he reckoned he could never perfeRly attain to 
dhe Love of Chriſt, nor fill up the Duty and Mea- 
= ſures of a true Diſciple, which afterwards became 
bis Portion. 9 
About che Year of Chriſt 107, Trajan the Empe- 
our, being ſwelled wich his late Victory over the Scy- 
= = Zhians and Daci, came to An: ioch to make Preparations | 
for the War againſt the Parthians and Armenians, en- 
—_ = rcring the City wich the Pomps and Solemnities of a 
= & Triumph; and being zealous for his heathen Superſti- 
_ * tions, he began firſt co enquire into the Concernments 
of Religion; and looking upon it as an Affrort to his 
other Succrfſcs, ro be conquered by Chriſtians, he re- 
| ſolved ro make this Religion ſtoop, and to carry ↄn the | 
W Perſccurion againſt it here, which he had already be- 
gun in other Parts of the Riman Empire. St. Ignatius 
being always careful for the Proſperity of his Flock, 
thinking it more Prudence to go himſelF, than to ſtay 
ro be ſent for, of his own accord preſented himſelf to 
the Emperour, with whom it is ſaid he had a large 
Diſcou ſe, who telling him, that he wondered how he 
LAurſt cranſgreſs the Laws; Ignat ius aſſerted his own 
lanocency, and the Power that God had given him 
' - f | over 
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aver Evil Spirits; and that the Gods of the Gentiles 
ere no better than Dæmons, there. being bur one Su- 
preme Dei:y who made the World; and that his only . 
gotten Son Chriſt Jcſus, though he was crucified un- 
der Pilate, had yet deſtroyed him that had the Power of 
Sin, that is, the Devil, and would ruin the whole Po W- 
er and Empire of the Dæmons, and tread it under the 
Feet of thoſe that worſhiped God in their Hearts. The 
ifſue of this Diſcourſe (according to the Greek Rituals 
and others) was, that he, for his Conſtancy and Reſo- 
jution in his Profeſſion, was ſentenced to the moſt ſe- 
vere and mercileſs Torments, whipt with Scourges 
that had Leaden Bullets at the End of them, forced to 
hold Fire in his Hands, while his Sides were butgt wich 
Papers dipt in Oyl ; his Feet flood upon live Coals, 
and his Fleſh was torn off with burning Pincets. 
Having by an invincible Patience overcome the Cru- 
elty and Malice ot his Tormentors, the Emperour pro- 
nounced che final Sentence upon him, That being in- 
curably over-run with Superſticion, (as they called the 
Chriſtian Faith) he ſhould be carried by Soldiers ta 
Rome, and there thrown as a Prey ro Wild Beaſſt. 
The good Man heartily rejoyced at the fatal Deeree; 1 
thank thee, O Lord. (ſaid he) that thou haſt condeſcend. | 
ed thus perfectly to honour me with thy Love, and haſt 
thought me worthy with thy Aboſtle Paul to be boung 
with [ron Chains. With that he chearſully embraced 
his Chains, and having fervently prayed for his Church, 
and with Tears recommended them to the Divine Care 
and Providence, he delivered up himſelf into the Hands; 
of his Keepers that were appoimed to tragſport him to 
the place of Execution, 2 N 
Being confined to a Guard of Ten Soldiers, he took 
his Leave of his beloved Antioch, and was conducted on 
foot to Seleucia, 4 Port-Town of Syria, about ſixteen 
Miles diftang from thence : And going on board a Ship, 
For ith C 4 after 
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after a tedious Voyage they arrived at Smyrna; and be- 
ing ſet aſhore, Ignatius went to ſalute Polycarpus, B. 
ſhop of that Place, and his old Fellow-Pupil under 
St. John the Apoſtle. Joyful was the meeting of theſe 
two holy Men: St. Polycarpus was ſo far from being dif. 
couraged, that he rejoyced in the other's Chains, and 
earneſtly preſſed him to a firm and final Perſeverance, 
From hence he writ Letters to ſeveral Perſons and Pla- wT 
ces, and particularly one to the Chriſtians at Rome, to WM. 
acquaint chem with his preſent Stare, and paſſionate | 
defire not to be hindred in the Courſe of Martyrdom, 
which he was now haſtning to accompliſh. - At length 
be arrived at Oſtia, at the Mouth of the Tjber, about 
= ſixteen miles from Rome, where the Chriſtians in that 
City daily expecting him, came and received him wich 
FI an equal Reſentment of Joy and Sorrow, being glad to 
ſee ſo good a Man, but grieved to think how ſoon, and 
wich how ſevere a Death he was to be taken from them; -- 
= and when ſome of them did but intimate that he might 
J eſca pe Death, he expreſt a pious Indignation, intreating 
wem nor to do any thing to hinder him from haſtning 
_ to his Crown. 1 ; 
Being conducted to Rome, and preſented to the Præ- 
fea of the City, together with the Emperour's Letters, 
a things were preparing for his Martyrdom, and in 
de mean time the Brethren viſited him, whom he 
= # prayed with and for, and recommended the State of the 
4 Church to the Care and Proted ion of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, whom he earneſtly ſolicited to ſtop the Perſecu- 
tion that was begun, and bleſs Chriſtians with a true 
Love and Charity toward one another. And that his 
WE Puniſhment might be more pompous and publick, he 
Vas brought out in one of their Solemn Feſtivals ro Ex- 
WE 3 eccution, and being carried into the Amphitheatre (where 
che People were uſually entertained with the bloody 
EF Confligs of Sword-Players, and the Hunting and Fight- 
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mg of Wild Beaſts) according to his own fervent De- 

re that he might have no other Grave but the Bellies 
df Wild Beaſts, the Lions were ler looſe upon him, 
Which roaring againſt him, he undauntedly ſaid, That 

wow, 4 God's own Corn, be ſhould be ground between 
he T: eeth of theſe Wild Beaſts, and become White Bread 
or his Heavenly Maſter. The Lions were not long do- 
ng their Work, but quickly diſpatched him, leaving no- 
thing but a few hard and ſolid Bones. 
This Puniſhment was inffli ed by the Romans only 
pon Capital Offenders, which they reckoned the Chri- 
ians to be, who were ſo often condemned to this 
Kind of Death, that if a Famine or Earth-quake did 
but happen, che common Outcry was, Away with the 
Chriſtians to the Lions, 

He ſuffered December 20, in the Tenth year of the 
1 of che Emperour Trajan, Anno Chrifti. 105. 
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E. may be probably concluded from the great Age off 
Flycarpu at the time of his Death, that he u 
born toward the Latter · end of Nero's Reign, and it is 
Juppoſed had his Birth in Smyrna, an eminent City of 
Donis in the Leſſer Aſia. | 
in his younger Years, we are told he was inſtructed 
in the Ch:iſtian Faith by Sr, John; and Euſebius ſays, if 
he was familiarly converſant with the Apoſtles, and re- 
ceived the Government of the Church a Smyrna from 
thaſe that had been Eye-witneſſes and Miniflers of our 
Tord; and that St. John commited to him the Tutorage 
ard Education af che Yourg Man whom he took up > : 
| . g | h k nis 
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his Travels, who ran away and became a Captain of 
Highway-men, and was after wards reduced and reclaim- 
d by that Apoſtle. There now happened a great Con- 
rover ſie about the Obſervation of Eaſter between the 
Eaftern and Weſtern Churches, each juſtifying them- 
ſelves by Apoſtolical Practice and Tradition. To pre- 
vent this from breaking out into a greater Flame, -Poly- _ 
carpus undertakes 'a Journey from Smyrna to Roms, 58 
where he reclaimed many to the Church who had been 3 
infected with Errours, eſpecially the pernicious Here- 
ſies of Marcin; who meeting him one day in the 
Street accidentally, and being offended that he did nag. -: 
flute him, called out to him, Polycarpus own U, 
to whom the good Man replied in a juſt Indignation, 
own thee to be the Firſt-born of Satan. And indeed he 
had ſuch a mighty Zeal, and Abhortency of peſtiſene 
Principles, that whenever he heard any Diſcourſes f 
that nature, he was wont to ſtop his Ears, and cry out, 
Good God To what Times haſt thou reſerved me. that 
J ſhould hear ſuch Things] And immediately left the 
Place. This Zeal and Carriage of his toward Marcin, 
we may ſuppoſe he learnt of St. John, of whom he 
was wont to tell, That going into a Bich at Epbeſugs 
and eſpying Cerinthus the Arch- Heretic chere, he pte- 
ſently ſtarred back, ſaying to his Com̃ panions, Let s 
be gone, eſt the Büth wherein there iu Cerinthug, 2he 
Enemy of the Truth, fall on our Head. 
About the ſeventh Year ot the Reign of Marcus Anto- 
ninus, a bloody Perſecution began agaiaſt the Chriſtians s , 
For the Emperour defigning an Expedirian-againſt: the 
Marcomani, the Terour of whom had ſuificiettbyawaks = 
ened the Romans, the Prieſts were ſummoned together, 
aud began more ſolemnly to celebrate their Pagan Ceres - 
miovies ; beitz4old,” ng doubt, that there was no bets - 
ter Way to arone and paeiſie the Wrath of their God's; 
Nun ia be ſevere upon the-Chriſtians, who were looked 
P 2 a ©; © 6:02, WRAY 
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60 The Life of St. POLY C ARP, 
upon as their moſt open and implacable Enemies. Au nea 
row it was that Pohycarpus, after along and diligent Dif 
charge of his Office, received his Crown: For the Per: 
lecution growing hot at Smyrna, and many having a 
ready ſealed their Confeſſion with their Blood, the ge 
neral Cry was, Away wi þ the Impious, or the Atheiſts 
(as the Chriſtians were generally accounted : ) Let Poly 
carpus be ſought for. The good Man was not at all dif 
turbed at the News, but relolved to endure the Brun: 
till his Friends knowing his'fingular Uſefulneſs, and thaf 
our Saviour had allowed his Diſciples when they were 
perſecuted in one City to fly to another, prevailed with 
Aim co withdraw into a neighbouring Village, where, 
with a few Companions, he continued Day and Night in 
Prayer. Three days before his Apprehenfion, falling 
at Night into a Trance, he dreamed that his Pillow was 
on fire, and burnt to Aſhes; which, when he waked, 
| he told his Friends was a Preſage that he ſhould be burnt 
| alive for rhe Cauſe of Chriſt. 

In che mean time, he was narrowly ſearched for; 
upon Notice whereof, his Friends perſuaded him to re- 
tire to another Village; where he no ſooner came, but 
His Enemies ſeizing rwo Youths, whom they forced to 
a Confeſſion, were by them conducted to his Lodging | 
| - In the Evening, and heard he was in Bed in an Upper - 
room; and though he might have eſcaped into another 
Houſe, yet he retuſed, ſaying, The Will of the Lord be 
due: And coming down, ſaluted his Perſecutors with (i 
a chearful Countenance, ſo that they who did not know 
Him before, woudered why ſo grave and venerable a 
Poor old Man ſhould be ſo eagerly hunted after. He 
being unconcerned, ordered a Table to be ſpread, and 

_ Proviſions to be ſer upon it, inviting them to eat, and 
= 3 dcfiring chat in the mean While he might have an hour 

. ſor Prayer; Which being granted; he had ſuch mighty 
Aſſiſtances of Divine Grace, chat he continued praying | 
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near o Hours together, heartily recommending to 
God the Caſe of all his Friends and Acquaintance, 
whether Great or Little, Honourable or Ignoble, and 
the State of the Church of Chriſt throughout the World 
all that heard him being aſtoniſhed at it, and much 
concerned that ſo holy and religious a Man ſhould be 
put to death. | 

His Devotions being ended, he was ſet upon an Aſs, 
and conducted into the City. Upon the Road they 
were met by Herod and his Father Vicetas, who indeed 
were the Chief Occaſion of his Perſecution, and had 
put the Tumult into motion. Hero (as St. Auguſtine 
ſays) was in an Office at that time ſome what like our 
Juſtices of the Peace; they being to guard the Pro- 
vinces, to ſecure the puhlick Peace within their Jariſ- 
ditions, to prevent and ſuppreſs Riots, Robberies, 
Rapines, and to tranſmit to the Emperour the Exami- 
natiors they had taken of ſuch Matters. This Man 
was a great Enemy io Polycarpus, and taking him up in- 
to his Chariot, he and his Father by plauſible inſinu- 
ations endeavoured to undermine his Conſtancy, asking 
him, what Harm there was in ſaying, My Lord the 
Emperour, and in ſacrificing, by which means he might 
ſave his Life? This was an uſual Way of attempting 
the Chriſtians ; not that they made any ſcruple to ac- 
knowledge the Emperour to be their Lord, they being 
always ready to pay all due Subje&ion and Reverence 
to Princes, bur becauſe they knew the Romans, who 
flattered their Emperours with the Name of Deities, 
that Title uſually underſtood Almighty God; chough, 
as Tertullian ſays, in any other Notion of the Word 
they could freely call him Lord; and yet even Au- 
guſtus - Cæſar himſelf modeſtly forbad that Title to 
be aſcribed to him. 2 _ 
 Folycarpis returned no Anſwer, till, being urged, : 
he pgſniyely told them he would never comply to their 
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Deſires; whereupon they turn their pretended Kind- 
neſs into Scorn and Reproaches, thruſting him out of 
_ the Chariot with fo much violence, that he bruiſed his 
Thigh wich the Fall; -whereat nothing daunted, as if 
he had received no Hurt, he chearſully haſtened to the 
Place of Execution; whither being come, à confuſed 
Noiſe and Tumult aroſe, and it is related a Voice came 


ſpake ir, ſaying, Polycarpus be ſtrong and quit thy ſelf 
I ike a Man. ' Immediately he was brought before the 
publick Tribunal, where a great Shout was made, all 


Aſia asked whether he was Polycarpus 2 Which being 
owned, he began to perſuade him to recant. Regard, 
ſaid he, thy great Age, ſwear by the Genius of Czar, re. 
Pent, and ſay with us, Take away the Impions. Theſe 
being the uſual Propofals ro Chriſtians, who for refu- 
Ting to ſwear by the Emperour's Genius were traduced 
as Traytors-and Enemies to the State; yet they openly 
profeſſed, that though they could not ſwear by the For- 
une of the Emperour, (their Genii being accounted Dei- 
des, which the Chriſtians knew to be but D&mons, and 
=_— 8 caſt our at every Turn) yet they ſerupled not to ſwear 
by the Emperour's Safety, a thing more Sacred chan all 
the Genii in the World. l 5 | 
The Holy Martyr looking upon the numerous Spe- 
Gator wich a ſevere Countenance, fighed and looked 
up to Heaven, ſaying (though quite in another ſenſe than 
0 they intended) Take away the impious. The Proconſul 
| E fin perſuaded him to ſwear, and to blaſpheme Chriſt, 
; 


LI they uſually affaulted Chriſtians : Bur Pohycar pus with a 


=— ſerved bim, and yet be never did ine any barm; how then 
vom blaſpheme my King and my Swviour ? The 
k * Proconſul ſtill importuned him to ſwear by 2 
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from Heaven, heard by many, but none ſaw who i 


* Tejoycing that he was apprehended. The Proconſul of 


wich promiſe to reſeaſe him, with which Temptation 


noble Scorn replyed, Three/c:re and fix Tears have 1 
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Geniza To whom he anſwered, Since you are ſo 
* vainly ambitious that I ſhould- [wear by the Empe- 
© rour's Genius, as you Call it, as if you knew not wo 
& am, hear my Confeſſion, I am a Chriſtian; if you 
« have a mind ro learn the Chriſtian Religion, ap- 
„point me à Time, and I will inſtru& you in ii. 
The Proconſal adviſed him to perſwade the People: 
He anſwered, © To You I rather chuſe to addrefs my 
*. Diſcourſe; for we are commanded by the Laws of 
* cur Religion to give to Princes, and the Powers or- 
* dained of God, all that due Honour and Reverencg 
& that is not contrary to the Precepts of Religion. As 
« for the Multitude, I-think them not competent 
0 Judges, to whom I ſhould give an Account of my 

„ Faith. e . OS I 
The Proconſul finding all his Perſwaſions in vain, he- 
gan to threaten him: I have Wild Beaſts at hand, ſaid 
he, to which I will caſt thee unleſs thou Tecant. | call 
for them, cryed the Martyr, for I am immutably reſolved” 
not to change the better for the worſe, accounting it fit and 
comely only to turn from Vice to Virtue, and not the con= 
trary. Since thoa makeſt ſolight of Wild Beafts, (added 
the Proconſul) I have 4 Fire that ſhall tame thee, unleſs 
thou recant. Thou threatneſt me with Fire (ſaid Polhc- 
pus) that burns but for an hour, and is preſently et inf; 
but art ignorant, alas / of the Fire of Eternal Pamnation, | 
and the Judgement to come, reſerved for the Wicked in 
the other World, But why delayeſt thou? Bring forth 
whatever thou haſt a mind to, The Proconſul was'aſto- 
niſhed at his Conſtancy, and commanded: the Cryer to 
proclaim thrige, Polycar pus has profeſſed himſelf æ Chri-. 
ian ; whereft' the Multitude of Jews and Pagans cry- 
ed out aloud ; This it the great Do#or of Aﬀia, and the 
Teacher of the Chriſtians; This is the Deſtroyer of our 
Gods, that teaches men not to do Sacrifice,” of Worſhip the 
:&eities, and earneſtly demanded- he might be 1 
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64 The Lite of St. POLTCARP, 
the Lions; which he denying, they unanimouſly requir: 
ed that he might be burnt alive. This being granted, 
and the Fire prepared, in which the Jews were peculi- 
arly active, he untyed his Girdle, laid aſide his Gar- 
ments, and put off his Shoes. The Officers then came 
to nil him to the Stake; but he deſired them to fork 
bear, aſſuring them, that he who had given him Strength 
do endure the Fire; would enable him to ſtand immove- 
able in the hotteſt Flames. So they only tyed him, who 
then poured out his Soul to Heaven in this following 
. Prayer: O Lord God Almighty, the Father of thy 
&* well beloved and ever - beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, by 
„ whom we have received the Knowledge of Thee, the 
- © God of Angels, Powers, and of every Creature, and 
©« of the whole Race of the Righteous who live before 
- ©. thee: I bleſs thee, that thou haſt graciouſly conde- 
«© ſcended.to bring me to this Day and Hour, that I may 
© receive a Portion in the Number of thy holy Mar- 
„ ryrs, and drink of Chrift's Cup, for the Reſurrecti- 
% on to Eternal Life both of Soul and Body, in the 
4 . Incorruptibleneſs of thy Holy Spirit. Into which 
1 * Number grant I may be received this day, being 
NS 8 in thy fight as a free and acceptable Sacrifice, 
7 _ * ſuch an one as Thau thy ſelf haſt prepared, that 
| <4 fo thou mayeſt ace pliſh what thou, O true and 
* faithful God, haſt foreſhewn. Wherefore I praife 
es thee for all thy Mercies, I bleſs thee, I glorifie thee 
Y © through the Eternal High- Prieſt, thy beloved Son 
1 Jeſus Chtiſt: To whom, with Thy Selt, and the 
% Holy "Ghoſt, be Glory both now and for ever. 
Amen. 3 8 
Which laſt words he pronounced wu a more clear 
- audible Voice; and having done his Prayer, the Mini- 


8 « to a mighty Flame, behold a Wonder ſeen, (ſay ſome 
Authors) by us, who were purpoſely reſeryed, that 
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: ters of Execution blow up the Fire; which increaſing 


na. 55 
we might declare it to others, the Flames diſpoſing 
themſelves into the reſemblance of an Arch, like the 
Sails of a Ship ſwelled with the Wind, gently encir- 
cled the Body of the Martyr, who ſtood all the while 
in the Midſt, not like roaſted Fleſh, but like Gold or 
Silver. purified in the Furnace 3 his Body ſending 
forth a delightful Fragrancy ; which like Frankineenſe, 
or = other coſtly Spices, preſented ir ſelf to our 
Senſes. 1 | | 

The blind Infidels were ſo far from being convinced, 
that they were rather exaſperated by the Miracle, com- 
manding one of thoſe Spearmen who were wont to 
diſpatch Wild Beafls, when they became out-ragious, to 
go near, and run him through with a Sword; upon 
which ſo great a Quantity of Blood flowed from te 
Wound, as extinguiſhed the Fire. Thus dyed this 
Apeſtolical Man in the year of Chrift 167, about the 
. year of his Age, ſome write the hundred 
ind te O ä 
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The Life of St. 7USTIN, Martyr, who 
with Six more was Whipped and Be- 
headed, 895280 
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UVSTIN the Martyr was one of the moſt learned, 
-.and che moſt carly Writers of the Eaſtern Church: 
e was born at Neapolis, a noted City of Paleſtine, 
within the Province of Samaria, anciently called Si- 
chem. His Father was named Priſcus, a Gentile, who 
took care, together with Religion, to have him edu» 
cared in all the Learning and Philoſophy of the Gentile 
Word. In his younger Years, before his Converſion 
to Chriſtianity, he travelled into At to be inſtructed 
in their Myſterious Learning. Being from his Youth 
acted by an inquifirive Genius to make Enquiries after 
Truth, he gave himſelt up to the Study of Philoſophy : 
And walking out once into a ſolitary Place by the 
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Sea ſide, there met him a grave ancient Man, of vene-- 
rable Aſpe&, who fell into Diſcourſe with him about 
the Excellency of Philoſophy, which Juſtin aſſerted to 
be the true Way to Happineſs, and of knowing and ſee- 
ing God. This the grave Perſon refutediar large, and 
in concluſion comes to ſhew him who were the moſt 
likely Perſons to ſer him in the Right Way. He tells 
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him, that long before his reputed Philoſophers, there 


were certain Bleſſed and Holy Men, Lovers of God, 


and divinely inſpired, called Prophets, who: foretold = 


Things which have ſince come to paſs 4 who alone 


underſtood the Truth, and defignedly declared it to 


the World; Whoſe Books yer extant would inftruRt a 
Man what moſt became a Philoſopher to know, the 
Accompliſhment of whoſe Predictions did ſufficiently 
atteſt their Fairhfulneſs and Integrity; and the mig 
ty Miracles which they wrought confirmed the Tru 


of their Doctrines; that they magnified the Gre#t © 
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Creator of the Univerſe, and publiſhed his Son Chriſt © 
to the World: Concluding his Diſcourſe with ths Ad- 


vice; But as for thy ſelf, above all Things pray tba 
the Gate of Light may be ſet open to thee; for theſe ;- 
are not Things diſcerned and underſtood by all, wnle/s 7 
God and Chriſt grant to a Man the Knowledge of tem 


Which Diſcourſe being ended he immediately depatted 
from him. | e 


This wiſe Diſcourſe of this venerable Men kindled - 


— 


a Divine Flame in the Martyr's Soul, and a ſincere Love + 
of the Prophets and thoſe excellent Men that were 


Friends to Chriſt ; ſo that he began ſeriouſly to en- 
quire into che Chriſtian Religion, which he confeſſes 
he found admirably adapted to rectiſie and perſuade 
thoſe that were out of che right Way, and to procure 
Screnity and Peace of Mind to thoſe that were con- 


vetſam in it; wherein he was much confirmed by che 


. ” * 
. *. 
1 2 


2 


x4. 


Innocency of the Chriſtians Lives, the Conflayey.of a 


4 et: : - | FD L — 
38 The Like ok St. Juſtin Martyr. 
ſcheir ſuffering the greateſt Torments, and of their ut 
1 daunted Reſolutions to embrace Death in its moſt 
dreadful Appearance: This very Account he gives of 
it to the Raman Emperour. © For my own Part, ſays 
« he, being detained in the Study of Philoſophy, when 
« I heard the Chriſtians traduced and reproached, and 
& yet ſaw them fearleſly raſhing upon Death, and en- 
i during all thoſe Tortures that are moſt dreadful to 
Human Nature, I concluded, that it was impoſſible 
e thoſe Men ſhould wallow in Vice, and be carryed 
© away with Luft and Pleaſure. For what Man that 
a © is a Slave to Intemperance and Carnal Enjoyments 
can chearfully bid Death welcame, which he knows 
F © muſt pur a. period to all his Pleaſures and Delights; 
and would not rather endeavour by all means to pro- 
( long his Life as much as poſſible ; and to conceal 
3% © himſelf from the Notice of the Magiſtrate, rather 
1 than ob betray and offer himſelf to preſent 
27 5 Execution, ” 25 
YE: _ After his Converſion to Chriſtianity, he wrote a Diſ- 
ce Courſe to the Gentiles, who were troubled at the Loſs 
of fo uſe ſul and eminent a Perſon, and wondred at his 
Haden Change, wherein he thus beſpeaks them 
Think not, O ye Greeks, that I have raſhly, and wich- 
cout Deliberation departed from the Rites and Cere- 
FF © monies of your Religion; for I could find nothing 


- © ceptance; the Matters among you, as your Poets 
& have ordered them, are Monuments of nothing but 

1% Maddie ſs and Intemperance; and if a Man apply him- 

© ſelf, even to the moſt Learned among you, for In- 

« ſtruction, he ſhall, be intangled in a thouſand Dith- 

* cuſries, and become the moſt confuſed Man in the 
World. Aad then he proceeds with a great Deal of 
Wit and Kloquence, to expoſe the Folly and Abſurdi- 
ties of the main Foundations of the Pagan Creed, con- 


in it really Sacred, and worthy of the Divine Ac- 
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cluding his Addreſs with theſe Exhortat ions, Come 
« hicher, O ye Greeks, and partake of a moſt income _ 
* parable Wiſdom, and be inſtructed in a Divine Reli - 
« gion, and acquaint yourſelves with an Immortal King, 


« Become as I am, for I ſometimes was as you are. 

& Theſe are the Arguments that prevailed with me; 
« This is the Efficacy and Divinity of the Doctrine, 

& which like a skilful Charm, expels all corrupt and 
& poyſonous Affections out of the Soul, and baniſnes 
« that Luſt which is the Fountain of all Evil, whence i 
* Enormities, Strifes, Envy, Emulation, Anger, and 
& ſach like miſchievous Paſſions, do proceed; which 
being once driven out, the Soul preſently enjoys 2 

1 pleaſant Calmneſs and Tranquilliry. And being de- 
« livered from that Yoke of Evils that before lay up- 
on its Neck, it aſpires and mounts up to Its Creator; 
« it being but ſuitable that it ſhould ret to that Place 

i from whence it borrowed its Origina 


He came to Rome probably, about the Be of - 
the Reign of Antoninus Pius, he fixed his Habi- 


ration, and firenouſly .,gromored the Cauſe of Chriſti- 
anity ; and confuted the” Hereſies that then diſturb- 
ed the Church; eſpecially thoſe vented by Marcin. 
About the Year of our Lord 160, the Chriſtiaps were 
ſeverely uſed; for though Antoninus Pius was a mid 
Prince, and publiſhed no Edicts againſt the Chriſtians, _. 
yet they being generally defamed as a wicked and bar. 
barous Generation, they were perſecuted in all Places, by 
Virtue of the particular Edicts of former Emperours, 
and the General ſtanding Laws of the Roman Empire. 
To vindicate them from the Aſperfions caſt upon them, 
and to mitigate the Severities uſed toward them, Juftin 


Reaſon he defends the Chriſtians from the common Ob- 


Notices he received from other Parts of the Empire, 
gave Order, That the Chriſtians hence forward ſhould be 


70 The Life of St. Juſtin Martyr; 


jections of their Enemies, proves the Divinity of the whe 
Chriſtian Faith, and ſhews how Unjuſt and Unreaſona - bot 
ble it was to proceed againſt them without due Con. Inn 
vition and Form of Law ; acquaints them with the be 
Innocent Rites and Uſages of the Chriſtian Church; and ſeve 
laſtly, remindes che Emperour, that Adrian his Prede. ben 


ceſſor, commanded that the Chriſtans ſhould not be 
needleſsly and unjuſtly Vexed, but their Cauſe ſhould be 
determined in open Judicarures. 

The Emperour, who was of a merciful and generous 
Diſpoſicion, being moved by this Apology, and by the 


treated more gently, as appears by the following Letter, 
do the Commonalty of A ſia. gs | - 
3 -F5 : | 8 1 


A Wonivus Czſar, Emperour and High Prieft, Fa. © 


ther of the Country, to the Common Aſſembly of 


5 Aﬀia, Greeting; I am very well aſſured, that the Gods F 


doc eſcape,” it being much more their Concern than it can 
de yours, to puniſh thoſe that refuſe to Worſhip them; 


| mente ant Opinions while you Vex and Oppreſs them, ac- 


Themſelves will take care that this Kind of Men ſball 


Whom' y0u do but more ſtrongly confirm in their own Senti- 


cuſe them for Atheiſts, and charge other Things upon 
them, which you are not able to male good; nor can 4 ® 
fre acceptable Kindneſs be done them, than that being th 
Acruſed they may ſeem to chuſe rather to Dye than to l © 
Eßve, fur the ſake of that Gott, whom they worſhip. By iſ * 


't which means they get the better, being ready to lay down (Ml Y' 


heir. Lives, rather than be perſuaded to comply with | © 
Nur Commands. AS for the Earthquakes that have been, h 
"pos jet happen, it may not be amiſs to advertiſe you, f 


| . whoſe Mind, are ready to deſpond under any ſuch Acci- n 
Ante, to cimpare your Caſe with theirs. They at ſuch 4 8 
fame are Much mute ſecure and confident in den God 3 

Rats: w 3 | ad. ai, -. whereas 


The Life of St. Juſtin Martyr. 71 
whereas you ſeeming to diſown God all the while, negle# 
both the Rites of other Gods, and the Religion of that 
Immortal Deity ; nay, Baniſh and Perſecute t; Death 
the Chriſtians that Worſhip him. Concerning theſe Men, 
ſeveral Governours of Provinces, have written to my Fa- 
ther of Sacred Memory; to whom he returned this Anſwer, * 
That they ſhould be no way molefted, unlefs it appear- 
ed that they attempted ſomerhing againſt the State of 
the Roman Empire. Tea, and I my ſelf, have received 
many Notices of this Nature, to which I anſwered accord- 
ing to the Tenour of my Father's Conſtitution. After all 
which if any ſhall continue to trouble them meerly be- 
cauſe they are Chriſtians, Let him that is Indicted be 
diſcharged, although it appear that he be a Chriſtian, 
and let the Inſormer himſelf undergo the Puniſhmens. 
Publiſhed at Epheſus in the Place of the Common Aſſem- 
bly of Aſia, | | | <3 ea 


Not long after his Apology, Juftin ſeems to hass 
re-viſired the Eaftern Parts, and coming to Epheſus, 
fell into Acquaintance with Tryphon che Jew, a Man of 
great Note and Eminency, who had fled his Country in 
the late War, wherein Barcho:hab had excited and head- 
ed the Jews to a Rebellion -againſt the Romans; ſee 
which time he-lived in Greece, and eſpecially ar Corinth, 
and had mightily improved himſelf by Converſe wich 
the Philoſophers of thoſe Countries: M 
Diſputed two Days ſucceſſively, wherein he ſo admi - 
rably defended the ' Chriſtian Religion, that he cur the 
very. finews of the Jewiſh Cauſe. The Iſſue of this 
Conference was, that the Jew acknowledged himſelf 
highly pleaſed with his Difconrſe, profeſſing, that he 
found-more-in it than he could jmegine, wiſhing he 
might enjoy it often, as what would conduce greatly 16 

vie. underſtanding of the Scripture, | 


Faſtin 


ith him Jun 


72 The Life of St. Juſtin Martyr. 
Juſtin now preſented his ſecond Apology to the Em: 
perour Marcus Antoninus, upon this Occafion ; A Wo, 
man at Rome had, together with her Husband, lived in 
All manner of Wantonneſs and Debauchery ; but being 
converted to Chriſtianity, ſhe ſought by all Arguments 
and Per ſuaſions to reclaim him from his Vicious Cour: 
ſes: But though the Man was obſtinate, and deaf to 
+ Reaſon, yet her Friends told her, ſhe ought to con- 
= tinue with him, -cill finding him grow intollerable, ſhe 
procured. a Bill of Divorce from him. The Man be- 
ing enraged at his Wife's Departure, accuſed her to the 
' -Emperour for being a Chriſtian: She likewiſe petition - 
eld that ſhe might Anſwer for her ſelf, Whereupog 
he left Proſecuting her, and fell upon one Ptolomas, by 


hom he procured to be impriſoned and tortured a 
long time, purely for profeſſing himſelf a Chriſtian. 
At laft, being brought before Vrbicius, Prefect of the 
City, he was condemned to Death, whereat Lucius a 
- Chriftian that ſtood by, could not forbear to tell the 
Judge, It was very hard that an innocent and virtuous 
Man charged with no Crime ſhould be adjudged to die 
meerly for bearing the Name of a Chriſtian, a Thing 
no way creditable to the Goverment of ſuch Emperours 
As they had, and of the Auguſt Senate of Rome; which 
he had no ſooner ſaid, but he was, together with the 
other ſentenced to Die. The ſeverity of theſe Pro- 
* - ccedings, awakened Juſtin's Care for the reſt of his 
Brethren, who immediately drew up an Apology for 
them, wick a true Relation of their Caſe, and complains 
of the Injuſtice and Cruelty of fuch Procedure, to pu- 
niſn Men meerly for the Name of Chriſtians, without 
accuſing them of any material Crimes, and anſwers all 
the ObjeRtions uſually urged agaiaſt them 
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whom ſhe had been Converted to the Chriſtian Faith ; 
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Cbe Life of St. Juſtin Martyr. 73 
The Martyr's Activity and Zeal fas che Cauſe of Chri- 


ſtianity, ſtirred up the Malice of one Creſcens againſt 


him, who was a nick Philoſopher, aud like the Reſt 
ol chat Sect, proud and conceitedꝭ ſurly and ill- naticed, 
who by all baſe Arts endeavoured to traduce the Chri- 
ſtians, and to repreſent their Religion under the moſt 
infamous Character; with whom Juſt in formerly had il 
ſome Diſputes at Rome, but found him wrerchedly 'ig- 
norant of the Affairs of Chriſtians, and» fironglytby- - 


alſed by Malice and Envy : And ſinct the Philofopher 


couid not „ force of Argument, he could 
think of no ſurer way to oppreſs him chan by engage- MW 
ing the Secular Powers againſt him, Marcus Antonin 
was a great Philoſopher, but wWithal zralous for the 
Pagan Rites and Superſtition, and aſcribed, the Chri- 
ſtians ready Reſolution to ſuffer Death to meer Stub- 
bornneſs and Obſtinacy, So that ir was no hard mar- 


ter for Creſcens to procure his particular Disfavout to- 


ward Faſtin, which he himſelf foreſaw, and acquais - 
ted the Empetour therewith; nor was he at all miſta - 

ken, the envious Man procuring him to be caſt into 
Priſon, where, the Gree Hiſtorians ſay, he was ener- 


ciſed with many preparatory Tortures in order te Mar- 


tyrdom. Juſt in and fix of his Compamons Werk ap- 
prehended, and brought before Ruſticus, Fre fett of #he _ _ 
City, who perſuaded him to obey the Gods, and com — 
ply. with the Emperours Edicts: He replied,” That fo 
Man could be blamed for obeying the Commands of our 
$zviour Chriſt. The Governour inquired What Rind ß 
Learning and Diſcipline he had been brought up in? 
He told him; he had endeavoured to underſtand all 
Kinds of Diſcipline and Learning, but had finally em- 
braced the Chriſtian Diſeipline, how little ſoever it 
was eſteemed by thoſe who were led into 'Errour and 
falſe Opinions. Wretch, that tHou art (faid the Gover® | 
vow) r Hu then taken ith that Dice? Fel ms | 
| a Ah 


— - — . 


74 The Lite of St. Juſtin, Martyr. 

what it u He anfwered, The right Doctrine which y 
Chriſtians piouſly profeſs, is this, We believe the One One. 
Cod the Creator of aff Things vifible and inviſible, an 
.\confeſs dur Lord Feſus Chriſt to be the Son of God, foretoll 
: by the Prophets of Old, and who ſhall hereafter come t 
de the Fudge of Mankind, a Saviour, a Preacher, and Ma. 
er of all thoſe who are duly inſtructed b him: That « 
for himſelf, he thought he was too mean to be able to ſa 
ay Thing becoming his Infinite Deity ; that this was the 
| Buſineſs of the Prophets,” ho bad many Ages before fore. 
E [Fold the coming of his Son into the World, © 
&- - The Prefe& then enquiring, Where the Chriſtians 


VvWere wont to aſſemble, and having examined his Com- 


panions, he again ſpake thus to Fuſtin, Hear thou that 
art noted for thy Eloquence, and thinleſt thou art in the 
Truth; ¶ 1 cauſe thee to be ſcourged from Head to Foct, 
Aaſt thow think thou ſhalt go to fleaven? He replyed, 
That though he ſhould be thus . uſed, yet he hoped © 
enjoy the Portion of all true Chriſtians,” well knowing, 
that an Heavenly Reward was laid up for all ſuch, and 
ſhall be as long as the World endures. The Governourt 
finding their Conſtancy, commanded them unanimouſly 
29 Sacrifice to the Gods. No Man, ſaid the Martyr, 
hat it in bis Senſes, will deſert: the true Religion to 
Fall into Errour and Impiety. They were then threat- 
ned to be tormented without mercy, unleſs they com- 
plyed: There 4 not hing, ſaith Juſtin, which we more 
earnefily de ſire, than to endure Torments for the Sale 
af our Lord Jeſus Chrift and be Saved; for this will 
promote our Happineſs, and procure us Confidence be. 
fore. that dreadful Tribunal of our Lord ang Saviow, 
before which the whale World muſt appear. His Com- 
Panions aſſented to) what he had ſaid 3 adding, Diſpatch 
quickly, what thou haſt a mind to de; fr we are 
£hriſtians, and cannot Sacrifice to Idols: Whereupon, 
the. Gorernogr provounced this Semence, That th 
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were accordingly Whip, 


The Life of St. Jes, Marr. 7 
who to do Sacrifice to the Gods, and to obe) 
* reuſe did, Let tbem be firſt Scour ere 
ee debe d beg Sgt. the deres 
re) < a a ; . 
wr 1 8 and being led back to Priſon, 
Sg and afterwards — wh 
; ies the Chriſtians took up and decent- 
4 They lufered in the Year of Chriſt 165. 
in the Third Yearof Marcie Awelivs Auen Am- 
perour of R me. . 
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With many others. 


1 


was converted to Chriſtianity, ſaith St. Jerom, by Pa- 
pia Biſhop of Hierapolis, who had himſelf converſed 
with the Apoſtles and their Followers, and was one of 
St. Johns Diſciples ; But he himſelf declates, that he 
received the Seeds of the True Apoſtolick Doftrine 

[| from ., Folcarps: Biſhop of hype; for whom. he 
c N 
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Life of St. TR EN.AUS, Biſhop 
Lyons, who was murdered there, 
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Viſhop ar 15838 77 
ſhop had ſo great a Reverence, chat he rook pirticular no- 
here, rice of whatever was remarkable in him, the Memory 
whereos he preſerved to his: Dying day. whoſe 
Hand he was conſecrated to che Miniſtry of Religion, 
is not known, nor 1 what Occafion he came 85 
France; probably, he accompanied Pohcarpius in 
Journey to Rome about the Controverſie concerning the. 
time of keeping Eaſter. Trenew we are aſſured Sime 
to Lyons, a famous City in France, renowned among 
other things, for it's Temple and Altar erected to the 
honour: of Auguſtus Ceſar, at 77 common Charge of 
all France; where they held a N ear N from 
all Pitts of the Country upod the fir pin Wb 75 
upon this Day it was that moſt: of 2 wie ſuffere# 2 
in the following Perſecution- - 5A 

He continued at Lyons ſeve ral Years; under che Cate. af 
and Government of mins. tin 2 heavy; Storm fen ” 
upon the Church ig ne R eigu of . Anvelivg Anz. * 
toninus, in the Near of Chriſt 17 Wh 2 Violent 1255 9 
tion the breaking 91 n-all Pla but. ra i 8 
ally in France; ee tr Churches -of ons And 
Vien; in a Letter to them of Aſia and a * an 
Account; telling them, That it W ã72&. impoſſible for 
them particularly to deſcribe the Barbarſries and Cruel. 
ty of theic- Adyerſaries, and the Seyerſty of thoſe Tor- 
tures that were infli-+ed upon che Martyrs 5 being ba- 
niſhed from rheix Houſes, and forbid to appear i in pub- 4 
lick, reproꝛched, beaten, hurried from de Place to 
znober, plunde red, Stoned, Imprifoned, and treated 
wick all manner of indignity. 85 

Nor did the Martyrs write only to the Aſian church⸗ 
_ 65, but likewiſe to Eluther ius Biſhop of Rome, and ſent 
their Letter by. Irenæus, whom they perſuaded to un- 
dettake the Journey, and whom they particularly res o 
commended to bim by. a yer / honourable T«ſtimony, - 
** him to receive pd nöt only as hi out 
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78 The Like ok St. IR EN US, 
and Companion, but as-a zealous Profeſſor and Defen- 
der of that Religfon which Chriſt had Ratified wich 


hardly able to crawl to his Execution. bau 
The Church of Lyons being chus deprived of iu Spi- 
ritual Guide, Treng, 4 Perſon honoured and admired 
by all, ſucceeded him about the Year 179, in a trouble- x | 
, Tome and tempeſtuous Seaſ9n. ; bur he being a prudent il ane 
and skilful Pilot, ſteered che Ship with wiſe Conduct Bl _- 
and Courage; of which there was need enough, the WW 1 
Church being at this time afſuuired by Enemies with- p. 
out, and undermined and betrayed by Herefies within : 15 
The Atremprs of the one he endured. with Meckneſs 4 
 agd Patience; but hu Zeal. agailift the others engaged WW 
kim to oppoſe them by preaching and writing: For 8 
Having given us an account of Marcus one of the Gno- 5 
flick Hereticks and his Followers, of their beaſt ly and 
licentlons Practices; and by what wicked Arts and Ma- 7 
gical Helliſh Rires they were wont to enſnire and draw 
in their ſeduced Profelyres, he tells us; They were come 
Into the Countries round him all along the Ryan, where 
they generally prevailed upon the weaker Sex, corrup- 
ting their Minds, and debauching their Bodies; Some 
of whom being after wards convinced of their Errours 
made publick Confeſſion of their Crimes, while others 
became Apoſtates from all Religion. Againſt ſome ot 
theſc\he perſonlly encountred, and wrote a Book againſt 
Hereſies, which at that time were ſo prodigiouſly extra- 
vagant, that, as he himſelf obſerves,” it was Victory 
exough over them only to digger and dert them. = 


WW His Blood. And now the Perſcemion at Lyons being "x 
carried on with greater Rage, vaſt Numbers were ſent Is. 

| to Heaven with unexpreſſible Rackings and Tortures, Her: 
| and among others, Pollinus the Reverend and Aged Bi- = 
4 ſhop of chat Place, being about Ninety Years old, was ſoni 

W apprehended in order to ſuffer the ſame Death, whom 7 
Age and Sickneſs: had rendered fo infirm, that he was r 
| | | 
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Biſhop of Lyons. 72 
And indeed Treneus and the reſt of che Learned Bi- 
Hops were very active to expoſe che Errours that then 
z:oſe: Nothirg be ing mote commonly objected againſt 
he Truth and Divinity of che Chriſtian Religion, chan 
that they were reve and torn' into ſo many Sch: ſins and 
Hereſits ; which Objection St. Clemens of Alexandria 
admirabiy encountered at that time wich ſound Rea - 
ſonings. : SO 381 | 
Irenæus paſſed over the Reign of the Emperour Com- 
madus, who though one of the moſt diſſolute and de- 
bauched Princes that ever reigned, yet created no Diſ- 
turbaice to the Ghriſtians 5 but the calm and quiet 
Days which they for ſome Years enjoyed now expir- 
ed under the Emperour Severus, who began a Cruel 
and Bloody Perſecurion againſt them, Proſecuting them 
with great Severity in all Parts of the Roman Empire. 
Himſelf had formerly been Governour of this very 
Province of Lyons, and probably, had obſerved Ire- 
næus, and the flouriſhing' Stare of the Church, in char 
City, and might there ſore be more violent in his pro- 
ceedings againſt the Chriſtians in this Place. The Per- 
ſecution which reached but ſome few in other Parts to 
make them exemplary, in this Country ſerved all 
alike. For the ancient Martyrologies inform us. that 
Trengus was at length put to Death, together with al- 
moſt all the Chriſtian of that vaſt City, by various 
and inhum ine Tortures; by being broken on the 
Wheel, Crucifying, Burning, and other Torments, 
whoſe Numbers could not be reckoned up, ſo that he 
Streets of the. City flowed wich the Blood of Chriſti- 
ans. He ſuffered Martyrdom either at the time of 
that Bloody Edict which Severus publiſhed againſt tage 
Chriftians about the Tenth Year of his Reign 202, 
or at his Expedition into Brita in in 208, when he took 
Lyons in his Way, and might ſee Execution done with 
his own Eyes, Who was a fierce and cruel Prince, and 
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Hough we have very little Accoont froh An, 
I quity concerning this venerable: Perſon, yet ir 
is manĩfect that he was not the ſame to whom St. Lade 
dedicates his Goſpel, there being fo great a Diſtance 
of Time between them. Is is not certain that: he was> 
2 born at Ant ioc, but it is manifeſt that his Parents 
3 wefe Gentiles or -Heathens, by whom he wat educated - +} 

n of that Religion which chen go. 
ern at Word. They gave him all dhe Aocom- 
"BD Piiſhmeis of 4 Learned and Liberal Education, au 
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$2 Che Like of St. Theophitus, - 
Dis Acuteneſs in his Studies acquainted' him with the 
"Writings of all the great Maſters of Learuing and 
£2 Ae in the Heathen World; which being ac- 
+ _companied with a, quick and pleaſant Wit (as appear 
from his Diſputes wich the Gentiles) rendered him: 
Man very conſiderable among them. The Anciens 
give us very Jietle notice, when, or by what means he 
,  _ was converted to Chriſtianity, only from the Diſcourſe 
be left behind him we may gather, that being a Man 
of an Inquificive Temper, and queſtionleſs of a very 
, Noneſt. Mind, he made a more free and impartial 
2- Search imo the Nature and State of Things, and found 
that the Religion in which he was educated was alto- 
* gether unſarisfaQory :. That the Stories of their God's. 
were abſurd and frivolous, and ſome of them Prophane 
and Impious. That the Ceremonies of their Worſhip: 
Were trifling and ridiculous ; He conſidered rhe ſeveral 
Parts of the Creation, and that excellent Providence 
which Governed the World, wherein he eaſily diſcern- 
e the plain Footſteps of a Wiſe and Omnipotent Be- 
Ang, and that God had pur poſely diſpoſed Things thus, 
that his Grandour and Majeſty might appear to all. 
= Hethen ſeems to have betaken himſelf to the Study 
be the Books that contained the Religion of the Chri- 
tam, eſpecially the Writings of the Prophets, and to 
bhave confidered the Importance of their Revelations, 
the NMeanneſs and Obſcurity of their Perſons and Edu- 
cation, their exact Harmony: and Agreement, and the 
_ *Cerrainty of their Predictions, the Kvent being always 
-anſwerable to their Prophecies ; and concludes, that 
*whoever would but feriouſly contemplate them, would 
Toon come to the exact Knowledge of the Truth. | 
indeed, the Belief of the Reſurrection of the Body 
did ſomewhat obſtruct his full Compliance wich the 
a - Chriſtian Doctrine, as he hi "ſelf confeſſes, having been 
renne 
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" #4 ' Etthop ok Antioch; 94555 83 
kad been taught that from a Prixation of Life. there 4 
can be no return again to the, Poſſeſſion of it; neithet 
probably could he conceive how Mens ſeattered Duſt 
ſhould be gathered up, aud compoſe again che ſame 
Bodies. And it is manifeſt rhat rhis Chriſtian Prinei- 
ple met with more Oppoſition from tlie Wiſe and Lear- 


. 


r dee 
But Theophilus at length conquered this Objectionß, 
ſince the Reſurrettion of the Body is ſo poſitively de- 
clarcd and aff: rred in the Holy Scriptures, and thus be- 
came 2 Chriſtian, taking Sanctuary in the, Church, 
which br himſelt expreſſes it) God has ſet in the 
World like an Tfland* in che midſt of che Sea, into 
whoſe ſafe and convenient Harbours the Lovers of Truth 
might fly; and all thoſe chat deſire to be Saved, aud 
to eſcape the Judgement and the Wrath to come; R.- 
joycir that he bore the Name of a Chriſtiati,-which. 
was ſo dear to God, how much ſoevet otherwiſe defpiſ> 
ed and ſcorned by an'Ignoranr and Exil Age. 
About the Year 169, it is Recorded e Was Ae 
Biſhop of Ant ich; and being fixed fd his Charge, Let 
himſelf to promote the true Intereft aud Happineſs of 
Men, endeavouring by all means to bring over others, by 
Arguments and his good Example, to that Fairh which 
he had entertained himfelf. Among the Reſt; he en- 
= deavoured to convert his grear Friend Autolychn, 'a 
' WW . Perſon of great Note. P O08 $0 THO 
þ However, he was, not eee nor affrighted 
2 from uadertakirg him, but treated him wich afl the 
Ys Freedom and Ingenuity that became a Friend aud FHR. 
is | 1-ſopher 3; relling him plainly, Tha, the" Cauſe why 
_y he-did. nar diſcern and embrace the Truth was in HHm- 
ſelf ; thar his Wickedneſs and Impieties had depri. 


y vcd. his Mind, and darkened: his Underſtanding j-ahd 

© | tha, God would. ht diſcover himſelf" but "to, fee 
| Minds, and ſuch 9 by, Tnnocency and © Dine Liſe. 

e P GORE EY. FI "1.2719 171 TI OY were 
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| $4 The Lite of St. Theophilus; 
were become fir and, diſpoſed to receive and entertain 
bim. Then he explained to him the Nature of God, 
9 him an Account, af the Creation of che 
World according to the Chriſtian Doctrine; diſproved 
and derided the ridiculous Deities of the Heathens, and 
anſwered all thoſe black Imputations which were uſual- 
ly laid upon the Chriſtians ;, and becauſe Aurolycus had 
mainly infiſted upon the Novelty of the Chriſtian Do- 
Arine, he ſhewed at large, That it was more ancient 
dy. many. Ages than che Heathen Religion could pretend 
. to; preſſing him at every turn to comply wich ſo ex- 
cellent a ion; and aſſuring him, that the People 
|: - who profeſſed the ſame, were ſo far from. being ſuch 
4 as he. repreſenged them, that they were Modeſt, So- 
der, Temperate. and Chaſte ; that they. baniſhed Inju- 
=_ Rfiicc, and wete Enemies to all Vice and Wickedneſs; 
=_ that they loved . Rightcouſacſs, lived under t.: Law. 
of God, and acknowledged him, layed him, were in- 
flvenced. by his Grace, directed by his Sacred Word, 
taught by Wiſdom, rewarded. by a Life Immortal, and 
approved, by God himſelf. We do not find what the 
_ Succcls'of this Diſcourſe was; but it was obſerved, 
=_ ahar-after. this Conference he was 4 little more favou- 
FRE able to the Cauſe, and not ſo diſpleaſed as formerly 
ich his, Friend Theopbili, but defired à farther Ac- 
1 -count of his Religion. And certainly, if Wiſdom and 
TREE Kloquence,. it, ſtrength of Reaſon, and a prudent Ma- 
gig of che Controverſy, were able to do ir, he 
WR could nox well fail of reclaiming the Man from his Er- 
LS  rour and idolatry. 2 ET - 
Nor was. he more ſolicitous to gain others to the 
Faich, chan he Was to preſerve: thoſe who already had 
WW embraced, it from being infected and depraved wich 
TS - Errour. For notwithſtanding the Care and Vigilance 
e pious Men of thoſe Days ; yer (as Euſeb ius oh. 
Gn) coriou Men crepe in, and found Peter among | 
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Blihop of Antiech t 87 
the fincere A poſtolick Doctrine. So that the -Paſtors 
of the Church were obliged to ſer themſelves ro drive 
away theſe Wild Beafts from Chriſt's 'Sheepfo!d,. both 
by Warning and Exhorting the Brethren, and by per- 
ſonally Diſputing with the Herericks themſelves, and 
Reſuting their Opinions, both by Conference aud 
Books, Among whom, he tells us, that Theophilus -; 
wrote particularly againſt Marcim, who afſcried co 
Deities, and mg the Soul only, as being the Divine 
and better part, and not the Body, was capable of Ws. 
Happineſs of the other , World, which was only 0 keg 
beſtowed upon his Followers ; with many other mpl- - 
ous Fond Opinions. 5 

4 4r dyed about. che Nea 190, in the ben. 
Year of wg gn >. of: the '. gta commodus, 
the Calmneſs 
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The Life St ME LITO Biſhop of Sar- 
Ai, Who preſented an Apology. for the 
{ - Chriſtians to the Rowan Emperour. 
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T. Melito was born in. A ſia, and probably at Sar. 
dis, che Metropolis of Lydia, a great and ancient 


About the Year 170, and the Tench of the Reign of 
| 2 1s Antoninus (his Brother Lucius Ver us dying the 
betone of an Apoplexy in his Chariot) the Yerſc- 
eution grew high ageinſt che Chriſtiam, greedy and ma- 
LR licious Nen taking Occaſion from the Imperial Edicts | 
rey publiſhed, to- oppreſi and ſpoil Inogcept Chriſti- | 
m by l Manner of Cruelty and Rapine. Whereup- 
on St. Melito, preſented an humble Apology and Sup- 
Plication to che Emperour on their behalf, . he 
7 rt c us. 
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dettzined- an implacable. Spire againſt che, Chriſtians; 


. of Sandi | 87 g 
mus addreſſes him: If cheſe Things, * are done 
by your Order, let them be thought: well doe; for 
4 righteous Prince. will, not av-any' time commapd- | 
hat is unjuſt, and we ſhall not : thinks; it! hard to 

s ſuffer ſuch 2 Beach. This only we beg That your 
&: ſelf would be pleaſed to examine the Eaſe of theſe: 
„ Accuſed Perſons, and then Impartially determine, 
« whether they deſerve Puniſhment and Dearh, or 
Safety and Protection, Bat if chat new Edict and: 
Decree, which ought. not to have been Iſſued our 
« againſt the moſt barbatom . Knomics, was puhliſned- 
2 without your knowledge and conſent, we humbly 

«pray, wich the greateſt-Importuaity, chat you would; 
© not ſuffer us any longer to be expoſed. to p 
« lick Rapine. 

He then pas- tlie Emperour im mind how. mack the 
Empire had Proſpered fince the. Riſe of Chriſtiagizy,; | 
and that none but the worſt of his Predeceſſors had en- 


5 


This new Sect of: Philoſophy Kup he) which 

* profeſs, flouriſhed heretofore among the: Barbarians ſ 
& —— probably he meant the. Jews. ) e Afterwards 
under the Reign of Auguſtus your Predeceſlar, it 
s ſpread it ſelf over the Provinces of your Empire; 
& ſince which the'Majeſty and Gregrneſs thereof. hath 
«4 mightily iucreaſed, whereof you, are the wiſhed for 
Heir and Succeflor, andy together wich your Sohn, 
4 ſhall ſo continue; eſpecially while, you protect char | 
4 Religion which began. wich Auguſti, and grew ups 
together with the Empire, and for which, and gather 1 
« Rites. of Worſhip, your Predeceſſors had ſome Kind. 
% of Reverence and Regard ; and that it. was born. K 

the publick Good is manifeſt, i in that no conſiderable 

4. Miſchiet has range pe the Reign of 5 

put on the contrary, N T 24 NOR Jo- 
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83 The Life ok St. Melite, 
„ infbgated by cruel and wicked Men, have attemp- 
eted co Reproach and Calumniate our Religion, which 
che Lajudicious Vulgar greedily entertain without 
| $- dde Examination. But your Parents, of Hippy Me- 
A mory, diſcounrenanced chis Ignorance and injuſtice, 
| :&-Teproving by frequent Edids thoſe who made any 
u new Attempts in this Matter: Among whom, Was 
< your Grandfather Adrian, and your Father, "who 
. Mrote Letters to all the Cities of Greece, that they 
. ſhould not create any bew Diſturbanee about this 
Affair. And for your ſelf, who have the ſame Opi - 
* nion of us which they had; and a great deal better, 
ore becoming à Man and à Philoſopher, we. pro- 
_ © promiſe our ſelves chat you will grant all our Petiti- 
eon and Requeſts. , COA 2018 
This Petition,” which was managed {with great Pru- 
; Genet and ingenuous Freedom, being attended with other 
W Apologies, about the ſame time, did not à Hrtle contri- 
Why — to the. general Quiet and Proſperity of ae Chei- 
Ss fins. ©. 1 61, e 24044 1 Wan ar 
8. Mel ito had 2 Brother named Oneſimus, who ear- 


ee defred him to remaerk ſuch Paſſages of che Old . 
rere e principally rended! to che Cotfimation of 2 
de Chriftian Religion, and to let him know how many - Cz 
LEE of thoſe Books were admitted into the holy Canon: wi 
CE Wherein' 0 ſatisfre both his Brother and himſelf, he O 
| 14 {took 2 Journey on purpoſe" into the Eaſt, probably 0 a 
LEE -Feru/alem, Where having informed/himſelf, he gave his a 
VEE "Brother an Accbunt of ir” at his Return. The Letter || 
LEM which is ſhort,” and contairs an Authentick Evidence m 
at Books of the Old Teſtament were received by the I ef 
een church, was as toflows 2. 

LE cf Elico , Brother Onefimbs;: Greeting 3 Fords e 
Much, n du ur great Lo? to, ant Delight © 
An 
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VBVBliſpop of Sardis. 89 
p- | ſuch Paſf ges out of the Lam and the Prophets ar relate 
ch e our Saviour, and the ſeveral Parts of cur Chi iſtian 
ur Faith, and to be certainly informed of the Books of the Old 


N many. in aumber, end tn ons ern gant oh 
'© were written. \# 1 have endeavoured to comply with. $ | f A 
ny Deſire in this Aff air ;| f T-Fnow your great Zeal 'ands © 


4 Care concerning the Faith, and how much you de ſire #0 be 
io I Inftruffed in Matters of Relig ion, and eſpecially out of + 
y your Love to God, how infinitely yon prefer theſe above 
Js all other Thing, and are yolicitous about your Eterna! 
fi- Satuat ion. In order thereunto, I travelled into the; Cat, 


F and being arrived at the Place where theſe Thin were | 
* done and pub liſhe | and having accurately informed my | 


i. WM ſelf of the Biol of the Old Teſtament. I have ſent yon 

| the following Account. The five Books of Moſes, Genes; - 
* ſis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Du eronomy, Jeſus? 
er I © Joſhua the Son of Nun,” Judges, Ruth, the four Books | - 
ry of Rings, o Books of Chronicles, the Pſalms of David, 3 
. the Proyerbs of Solomon which is Wiſdom, Cecleſia- | 
des, che Song of Songs, Jobs the Prophets, MalalipJes 
* remiab, the twelve minor Prophets in one Bout, Dae; 
d Ezekiel. Eſdras or Ezra + out if all which Fhave mas 
H [M* Colle&ions, which I bave digeſted into Six Books. Io this 
y. | Caralogue the Book of Eſther is left out, as "it is lite. 


E wiſe by Athanaſius, and other Ancient Fathers of che. 
ie Church, becauſe it was not in thoſe Times loxed u 
ö 25 of ſuch undoubred Authority and Credit as the ef, 


is. and the ſpurious Additions at the End of ir; cauſing. 
8. | the whole Book to be queſtioned; nor is Nebemfab 
* of Eſdras. n BER 


; - 
1 


| At length, this good Man after Variery of Labours . 
| and Parts, being weary of the Trouble of this Worlds, 
| retreated, to, Eternal Reſt, The Time and Manner af | 

„ | Þs Death ie unknown, only we fidd be dyed, and neg. 
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Life of St. PANTENUS, Cate: 
WS chiſt of Alexandria - | 


: 


= - Au being ſilent as well concerning the 
- IK Country and Kindred of this excellent Perſon as: 
o ochers, ic has occaſioned various Conjectures about 
ein n 


cat of the Stoicks, with whoſe Notions and Rules of 
TEE | - Life he wis moſt taken; which was not ſtrange, ſince: 

St. Ferom ſays, their Opinions in many Things ap- 
Proacht neareſt to the Doctrines of Chriſtianity; eſpe- 
"cially to the Moral and Pract ick Part of their Princi - 


We do nor find by whom. he was firſt Toſtrufed in 
2 Sc Prino piles of Chtiſtlaniey, thought ſome a 


Among all che Seck of Philoſoptiy, he inclined to- 


Ls 
Jas 


13 Cate chiſt of Alexandria. 91 
te- ell us chat he was 2 Scholar to thoſe who had ſeen 
ce Apoſiſes ; but whoever his Tutors were, he made 
ſuch . vaſt, Proftciencics in Learniog,. chat his ſingular 
Eminency recommended him to be Maſter of ihe Cate: 
chetick School at Alexandria. For there were nt oni 
Acidemies and Schools of Humane Literature, but 
an Ecclefiaſtical School for training up Perſons in i- 
vine Knowledge, and the firſt Principles of Chriſtian 
ty, and this (ſays Euſebius) was a very ancient Cuſtom: 
ſrom the very Times of St. Mark, the firſt Planer 
wading hay hu Place, mos was managed by Men tg, 
1013 for Kloquence and. the Study of Divige Things: _ / 
1 Place he ſucceeded about the be of the S 
Reign of the Emperour Cmmodut, when, Julian en—ꝛ 
tred upon the See of Alexandria. And whereas others. -_ : 
before him had diſcharged the Place in a mote pt 
vate way, he made the School more open and publick, 
freely teaching all that addreſſed themſelves to. him. 
In this Employment he continued without intetmiſſſo 
the whole time of Julian, till under his Succellorhe- 2 
was diſpuched upon a. long and dangerous Journey 0th 4 
the following Octaſio n.. TERESA 
Alexandria, (as the Orator ſays) was one of the molt”. 
populous and frequented Cities in the World, whither 
there was a conſtant reſort, not only of Neighbour- 
Nations, but of the moſt remore and diſtant Countries, 
= #thiopians,.. Arabianc,, Baftrians, Shythians, Perfrans, 
« of ad even Tadians, themſelves... bt happened that ſome | 
Indian Ambaſſadors, (whether ſem for this. particulat: - - 
in. || Purpoſe is nor certain) jutreated Demeti zs then Biſhop at:-. * 
. 55 Alexandria, to ſend ſome worthy and excellent Perſom 
Fe I among them ta preach the Chriſtian Faith in hefe 
„Countries. And Pantenus be'ng-a Perſon duly qualified* 
z both wich Humane and Divine Learning, Demetria 
DO: (ering him to undertake the Embaſſy ;"and'though _ _ 
de was, ſenſible he muſt. forſake 2 Country, where 41 
2 744 22 S * erg. * 


* 
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92 The Lite of St. Pantenus, 
va generally beloved, and honoured of all with à juſt 
= Eſteem and Reverence, to venture upon a Journey, 
& where he muſt meet with the greateſt Dangers, Hard- 
 ſhipsand Oppoſitions, yet he eaſily overcame all theſe 
Difficoltics by the earneſt Peſite he had to propagate 
the Chriſtian Religion, even to the remoteſt Corners of 
the World. For at this time, as Euſebius writes, there 
were many Goſpel Preachers, who in imirarion of the 
holy Zeal of the Apoſtles, willingly travelled up and 
down the World for enlarging the Bounds of Chriſt's. 
Kingdom, and building People up in the moſt Holy 
Fitch. Some ſuppoſe it was not the Eaſt Indies that he 
a diſpitcticd': ro; bir African - Mata hotdering upon 
bie; theſe Indian being a Colony or Plantati- 
on derived at firſt from the Eiſt: For as Euſebius re- 
A lates, the Ætbiopiant in the more early Ages abandon- 
ia the Country about the River Indus, fate down near 
1 r 
1 2 artived in India, he was very diligent in plant - ite 
ing the Chriſtian Religion in thoſe Parts, convetſing 
ee with rhe Brachmans, the Sages and Philofo- 


..F3 n | ( 
bphbeis of thoſe Countries, whoſe. Principles and Ways 1 
of Life ſeemed more immediately to diſpoſe them for ¶ cor 
che Eytertanment of Chriſtianity. They committed to 
weir Children” to Nurfes a3 ſoon as they were born, and Wree 
Keren: to Guartians zcvording 70 their different fer 


Ages, Who inſſructed them jn Principles according to 


WT their Capacities 7 they were edneited wir all Rind of the 
$1 ſevere Diſciptine; Werne! to Speak, Spit ot Aby 
Cough, while their Maſters were teaching them, and con- Wi, 

- tinued-thus till they were Thirty ſeven Years Od. They che 


rere very ſteict Diet, cating no Fleſh; nor Doping 
LS any Wine or ſtrong Drink, feeding only ypog wild 
Acoras,. and other Fruits and Roots provided by Na- WW” 
ture; quenching their Thirſt at the nekt Spring, or 

Mer, and being as abſtemious in all Other law fu — 


n 
9 
13 


© Catechife of ade of 
ſures and Delights. They abhorred Images, but ſin- ©. 
cerely worſhipped and prayed to 4lmightity God; an 
inſtead of turning to the Eaſt or Sun tiſing, according 
to che cuſtom of thoſe Eaſtern Nations, they 1devontly 
litted up their Eyes to Heaven, and when they came to 
their Devorions took a peculiar Care not to be de filed 
with any Vice or Wickedneſs, ſpending great Part both 
of Night and Day in Hymns and Prayers ro God. They 
reckoned themſclyes the moſt victorſoug and eee. 
ple, hardning their, Bodies againſt nag and ſubdue 
ing all irregular Paſſions and Defires in their Minds. 
They deſpiſed. Gold and Silver, as neither uſeſul to- 
tisfie their Hunger, quench their Thirſt, heal 
Wounds, remove their Diſtempers, nor ſerving for a 
neceſſary Ends of Nature, but only to miniſter to | 
ury and Vice, and occafion Trouble to the Fer 7 
They accounted none of the litrle Accidents 151 1 
nt I 


World to be cjther good #r evil: Had 
courſes about Death, as that which would d them 
into a much happier Condition, aud e e pre. 
1 Time only, as a San of Preparation for 4 eu 1 
Liſe. | 8 
What Succeſs he had i in. thoſe Parrs we bor vo Ao | 
count of; though we may conclude that his Preaching 


to Perſons whole Courſe o Life-To:qualificd. them to | 4 


receive Chriſtianizy; and where it had been hereto- 


bore planted by St. — — the Apoſtle, muſt be 


ry effectual; an. Evidence whereof is, chat he found 
ck St. Matthew's Goſpel written in Hebrew, leſt chere 
by Sc. Bartholomew, and which Pantenus brought back 
with him to Alexandria (is St. erom tells us) 4 
there no doubt laid up as an ineftimable Treaſure, © 
is Pantenys ſucceeded in the Labours of St. e 3 
lo another. bergen r big. iS : | 


Ws 


Pate 


o 


a Catechiſt of Alexandria: 
puantenus being returned to Alexandria, went on with 
his Office of Carechiſing till his Death, which happened 
in the Reign of Caracalla, abour the Year 212, Though 
the exact Date and Manner of his Death be loft, 
F His Memory is preſerved in the Roman Calender on 
3 the 7th of Jah. p f Wi 
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by” "Metropolis of Africa, which for irs Antiquity 
WEE and yorrer,.contetded foine Ages for Superiority even 
ot elf, His Farker was a Cerrati6o unde 
ce Proconſul of Africa, and a Gentiſe, Educating his 
= Son in the ſame Religion, and in all the Accompliſh- 
BS mens which die Learning eicher of che Creels e At 


"0 EI 
82 — a 


1 . E. Tertullianus was Born at Carthage, the 


ED DTS ID ee ae ge ee. 


1 with 
pened 
hough 
loſt. 
er (0); 


and had Knowledge Ike wiſe of Philofoph Phy, we whe. 
upp 


pelt dur ol t Unis © 1 


mans could furniſh him with, and ſeems to 4 inti- 
mately converſcd with Poets, "Hiſtorians; and Orarors ; 


the maticks, and the Roman Laws. Some 
before he came'over to the Chriſtian Religion, he was 


an Advocate and pleaded Cauſes. Thar he was maj-""1 
ried is evident, though it is uncertain whether he en- 
tred into that State before or after his Converſions 4 
However, purſuzar to the Severity of his Principles, 3 
he ſired with his Wiſe a _grear Pare of his Lie Wa 
State of Continency, Conxerfing wich her as his 08 Y 


4 JH 


His Converſion may be judged to have oped ＋ 
about the Beginning of the Reign of the Emperour” See" 
emper, he had 

obſerved” whar powerful Efficacy che Chriflian Do- 


and much ezhorting her to rat . Sa 
the Strictneſs of à ſingle Life, upon len 
wrote two Books to her. 


verus For being of an inquiſitive T 
&rine' had over the Spirits Ind Lives of Men; the 


grear Antiquity of it, and che Truth of the Predicki- | 


00s recorded in the Books of the Chriſtians, the fre- 


quent Teſtimonies that the Heathen Deities 1 
gave thereof ; wich the extraordinary Confessio 
their Demons, who wete compelled to abandoi 
Perſons they had poſſeſſed at * the Com 


Chriſtian: All whieh we may probably ſuppoſc de have 
been the ptincipal Motives of his Converſion. * Severus. - 


"of -4 


the Emperour being gone ro make War againſt the 


Parthjans, the Govertiours' of ' Provinecy and die Ma- 4 
giffrates of Rome began to be very cruel toward the, 
Cheiſtia 


whom they Jooked upon as) Wicked Perſons | 
and Traitbrs to the Empire. Amopg whom none w 


more violent than Plaut ianus, 2 great Favdurſte uff 


pry oe. whoſe Daughter was married to Anton 
the Em 


* 


perour's eldeſt Son, and whom Severis. at his -- | 
890g int imo che Eaſt had made perſect * Rome, who | 
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6 The Life of TERTULLIAN, 


maſſacred a Multitude hoth of the Nobility and the 
Common People, amopgꝰ whom to be ſure the Chriſti. 

ans had che greateſt Share, and was ſo notoriouſly 
By y, that Severus at his Return was obliged to make 

An Apology for himſelf, and declare that he had no 
& Hand in choſe Barbaritics : For as Tertullian relates, 
be was very favourable to the Chriſtians in the Begin. 
ing of his Reign, having been cured by one Pro. 
a Chriſtian, of a very dangerous Diſtemper;,. who 
e him wich Oyl, whom he kept at Court eyer af 
* Furthermote, . when, he was informed, chat ſeve · 
1 14 Men and Women of the: Senatorian. Order were 
Chbtiſtians, he was ſo far from perſecuting them upon 
that Account, that he gave them an honourable Teſii- 
mory, and reſtrained the Governours and People whom 
be found engaged in ſo hot and ſevere a Perſecution 
—_ -2gainſt chem. 

& -.; The Barbarous. and Cruel Uſage dhe Christians gene- 
1 rally. met with, occaſioned Tertullian to write an Apo- 
og ig vindigation of them, which he dedicated to 
== - the rates of the Roman Empire, and eſpecially 
= the Senate of Rome; wherein with admirable Learn- 
ing, Evidence and S: rength of Reaſon he pleads their 
\FX complains of che Impiety and Ipjuſtice of their 
Enemies, and particularly of the Vanity and Falſehoed of 
the Crimes commonly charged upon them. Aſſertirg, 
their Meekneſs and Innocency, their Temperatce and 
Sobriety, their Piety to God, and Obedience to their 
Prince, the Reaſonableneſs of cheir Principles, and ie 
Holipeß of their Lives beyond all Exee ption. 

This Apolagy doubtleſs con ibuted . wo : vooliog 
the ſon Heat $80 Rage of berſecution, eſpeciallynt 
LES -Severus's Return: And indeed, by the whole Series of 
12 11 this Diſcourſe it does not appear that the E er our had 

| given any particular Counrenance to theſe Severities; 

eee on the contrary. Ayling him, Ihe. e 


be⸗ 


Pieſbyter of Carthage. 7 
d del Tant Prince. Aſter this, Scapula, Preſident and 
h yy Proconſul of Africa, treating the Chriſtians with the 
zue like Barbarity that Plautianys had done at Rome, he in 
an Earneſt and Patherical Diſcourſe repreſented to him 
make the Piery and Simplicity of the Chriſtians, and their 


a 0 % hearty Wiſhes and Prayers for the Proſperity of the 
* Empire, and gives particular Inſtances of ſome late 
egi pivine Judgements which had fallen upon it, and might 


ſeem to have been inflicted in Revenge of che Innocent 


— Blood that had been ſhed ; Reminding him of the In- .- | 
= . culgence and Clemency of former Princes and Preſidents z | 


yea, of the preſent Emperour himſelf, who had ſnewed 8 
were jo much Kindneſs to the Chriſtians. Whereby it is ei- 
upon dent that this Book was written before Severus broke 
out into open Violence againft tthemn. 
hom BW The Chriſtians now enjoyed a little Eaſe, but the per- 
moon BY ſecution was ſoon revived with greater Violence in the 
rear 202, For Severus taking a Journey through Pale- - ! 
gene- ſtine, forbad any under che greateſt Penalties to become 
Apo- ves, and the like Orders were given againſt the Chri- 
ſtians.under Pretence of ſuppreſſing illegal Colleges or. © 
ally WY unlawful Societies; commanding the Perſons who fre- 
/—__ them to be proſecuted by the Prefect of the 
ity. Hereupon, the People who had a mortal Aver- 
ſion to the Chriſtians, being armed with the Imperia 
Orders, preſently fell upon the Execution of them 
fo that the Churches in all Places were filled wut Mar- 
tyrdoms and the Blood of the Stints. Tertullian tobe 
hold of this Opportunity to ſtrengthen the'Minds ee 
many who were ſhaken and diſturbed wich che pre- 
ſent Perfecution ; and writ to the Martyrs in Prif6n to 
comfort them under their Sufferings, -and-exhort them 
to Conſtancy and Perſeyerance to the End; Publiſhing 
at the fame time his Diſcourſe of Patience,*wherein . 
he elegancly-deſcribes the Excellency and "Advattapes MM 
of chat Vertue, and * from the Example-of 


* * n g 
1 1 a 
— . * . 
* - 
— * 
> at 
( 42 


* 
” | / : 


* 
* ® £ * _ 
L * « 5 
g , .. 4 
: - — . 
- » * « © & % 
” % 2 : 4 Z , 
. 0 
= 8 2 8 r at 
l : i * 
* ff — * : * 8 - 4 N * wt , - 4 2 " » / 
* "way 8 1 © — 2 181 A q A * - 
: * * "oP" A 


wy 
— 


_ 4 — 
292 ot = 


CPD 


25 


— 
— 


78 Ede Life of T ERTL LIAN, 


Hour Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, ſpeakirg therein more 
favourably of Retiring in Time of Perſecution than he 


dic aſterwards. 
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tion into Britain, many magnificent Sports and Shews 


' - Lawrel Crown on his Head, Among the reſt there was 


Wich him in his Hand; and being asked why he did not 
Wear it on his Head like the Reſt, anſwered, That he 


Fo wear his Crown in this Life. Hereupon a Council of 


be was all over Bloody, and caſt into Priſon, there ex- 
* pcdting Martyrdom, and a better Donative and Reward 


Before Severus lefr Rome to proſecute his Expedi- 
were ſolemnized, and Gifts were beſtowed among the 
People, and a Donative or Bounty-Money given by 
the Emperour to the Souldiers, every one that received 
It, being obliged to come up to the Tribune with a 


one Souldier a Chriſtian who brought his Crown along 
was a Chriſtian, and that it did not become a Chriſtian 
War was called, the Man was accuſed before the Gege- 


ral, ſtripped of his Military Habiliments, beaten till 


from-Chriſt. The Reſt of his Fellow Souldiers that 


Were Chriſtians took offence at this Scruple, alledging, 


chat ir was needleſs to betray their Liberty, Quiet, and 
Peace to one Man's private humour, and provoke their 


- Enemies to fall upon them; that their Religion did 
not forbid ſuch an innocent compliance, bur rather 


commanded us prudently to decline a Danger, and that 


this was bur an affected Singularity, as if he had bern 
the only Chriſtian. Tertullian, who was mighty ſtrict 


and zealous, approved of this Fact, and writ a Book 


called, The Military Crown, in defence thereof, affert- 


ing it to be an AR of Heroick Zeal, and Chriſtian 
Magnanimity, and anſwering all Qbje&ions to the con- 


— 


St. Ferom ſays, He lived to 63 Years of Age, bur 
we have no Account whether he died a natural or 2 


| * yiolent Death. He ſeem indeed to have had a paſſio- 
; . 3 | — — 4 24 ; : 3 
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Pieſbyter of Carthage 99 
nite Deſire to lay down his Life for the Truth: Though 
had he been a Martyr, it is probable ſome Mention 
would have been made of it in the Wricings of the 
Church : ſo that ir feems more likely that he dyed 


peaceably in his Bed, though he lived in a Time of vi- 


olent Perſecution in the Year 202. He was a"Man of 


a ſmart and acute Wit; his Learning was admirable, 


wherein though many excelled, he had no ſuperiours, 
and few equal in the Age he lived in. His manner was 
to pray thrice a Day, at che Third, Sixth and Ninth 
Hours. Writing of the Four laſt Things, Death, 
Judgement, Heaven and Hell, he faith, I ſometimes * 

ſcoffed at theſe Things when I was a Heathen ; I now 
perceive that we are not born, but made Chriſtians. - He 
was converted by reading the Scriptures, and the 
Works of other Learned and Holy Men. He ſaid he 
fourd the Scriptures full of Majeſty and Truth in read - 
ing them, and that whatſoever was done for our Salva- 
tion is foretold in them; and after his Converſion” was 

converſant in Readirg them Day and Night; and gor 
great Part of them by heart. Some of his. uſual Say 


_ Ings were; If thon beeſt backward in Thoughts of Re. 


pentance be forward in Thoughts of Hell, the burning 
Flames whereof only the Tears of a Penitent Eye can es- 
Finguifh, If the Devils without Chriſt's Leave, bad 6 
power over the Gadarens Swine, much leſs have they 
power over God's own Sheep. We ſhould not try Mens 


Faith by their Perſons, but their Perſons by their Faith. 


It is in vain to come to the God of Peace without Peace, 
or pray for the Remiſſion of our own Sins without for- 
giving others: We muſt not come to make an Atonement: 
with God at his Altar, before we have made Atonement 
with our Brother in our Hearts, © © 2 
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The Life of 0 RIGEN, Catechiſt of 


| <llexandria, with his Lamentation for 
_ his Fall. WET, 


: " #4 


WW 


A 


} Fe. RIG EN was born at Alexandria, the Metropolis 
wo of got, about the Year of our Lord 186. 
& His Father was named Leonides, a good Man, and a 


WW Marcyr for the Faith, who trained him up trom his 
= Infancy in the Chriſtian Religion, and other polite 
& Learving ; but eſpecially in the Sacred Scriptures, re- 


quiriog of him 4 daily Task, and cauſing him to learn 

dd repeat ſome Part of them; but not ſatisfied with 
& the bare Reading, he, though a Child, began to enquire 
& mo the profound Senſe of them; often importunitg 
His Father with Queſtions about the Meaning of them; 
for which his Father checked him to his Face, admo- 


nns him rot to ſearch beyond the Capaciry & 
=” * * . 


Catechiſt of Alexandria. 101 
Years, and to be content with the plain obvious Senfe 5 
F yer iawardly rejoyced in his Mind, and heartily bleſt God 
1 that he had made him Father of ſuch a Child; yea, he 
many times uncovered the Breaſt of his Son as he lay 
caſlcep and kiſſed it, as the Temple wherein the Holy 
Ghoſt had taken up his Reſidence, and as the Treaſury 
of an early Piety. He was called Origen Adamantinus, 
his firſt Name being given him for his Sublime and Di- 
vine Speculations, who by ſweet and mellifluous Alle 
gories raiſed the Affections of his Readers from esith- 
ly to heavenly Medirations and Comempfations. "Andi 
was named Adamant inus from the Nature of the Ad 
mant or Diamond, whoſe Luſtre and Hardneſs makes 
it renowned; he having ſuch a firm and undaunted 
Mind as not to be terrified wih any Dangers: or 
Afflictions. | : 5 
When he was about 17 Years old his Facher (who 
was 2 Chriſtian, as well as his Grandfather and great 
Grandfather) being carried to Priſon, he had ſuch'a 
fervent Deſire to ſuffer Martyrdom with him, that he 
would have thrown” himſelf inro the perſecutors 
Hands, had not his Mother in the Night taken away his 
Cloathes to his very Shirt; fo that being more aſhamed 


is to be ſeen naked than in Fear of Death, he was con- 
7 ſtrained to ſtay at home: A mighty * -youth= 

a ful Courage, and a moſt hearty Affection tor the Trus 

is Religion. Yet when he could do no more, knowing 
e what a ſad Influence the deplorable State wherein hig 
2 Father was like to leave his Wife and Children, mig 
1 have upon him, he by Letters paſſionately exhorred 

h him to perſevere to Martyrdom, adding this Clauſes 

e Tae heed, Sir, that for our ſakes you do not change u 
8 Reſolut ion. N 5 e 
3 After the Death of his Father, who was beheaded; 

— and the Confiſcation of his Eſtate to the EMperourg 
8 


EE with his-Mother and Six Brethren was reduced 0 


- 


— 


W 


102 The Lifeof ORIGEN, 
uch extream Poverty, that he was obliged to ſuſtain 
| himſelf and them by teaching a Grammar School, till 
at length being weary of that Profeſſion, he wholly be- By 
took himſelt to the Study of Bivinity and the Scrip- 
rures: He was alſo a great Proficient in the Hebrew and 
| other Learned Languages: But the Providence of God, 

| who peculiarly takes care of the Widows and Orphans 
of thoſe that ſuffer for his Name and Goſpel, found in up 
out a Way for their Relief, A rich and honourable 
Matron of Alexandria pitying his miſerable Caſe, li- 
berally contributed to his neceſſities, as ſhe did to others, Ml grud 
and among them maintained one Pau! of Antioch, a 
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1 Riogleader of all the Hereticks in Alexandria, who ſo 5 
© | plauſibly demeaned himſelf, that ſhe entertained him as heart 
der dear Friend, and adopted him for her Son. with 
A | Origen being by this Means neceſſitated to frequent who 


his Company, yet would not comply with this Favou- like 
rite, though he had his live lihood purely from her 

Bounty, thereby giving a manifeſt Proof of his firm 
Adherence to the True Faith. For when a great Mul- 
7 tirade not only of Herericks, bur of the Orthodox, 1 
Wi frequented the Lectures of chis Faul, he being reckoned, | 


Wan eloquent and profound Preacher, yet Origen would 


* . 
j 


Wincver be perſwaded to joyn in Praver with him, de- op 
Ereſting his Hererical Doctrines. Whether the Lady up- 


Won: this Occafion withdrew her Charity, or that he 
lh thought it more agreeable tothe Chriſtian Rule to live 
by his own Labour, we do not find. But having per- 
iected his Studies for human Learning, the Foundation 
& whereof he had laid under the Diſcipline of his Father, 

he opened a School for the Profeſſion of the Learned 
UW Arts; where beſides the Good he did to others, he 
Wt raiſed a conſiderable Maintainance for. himſelf 3 arid. 
& though then but 18 Years Old, yet the moſt grave 
Uh Philoſophers and greaceſt Maſters of Hereſy, reſorted f d 

os F d 
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his Lectures, Many of whom were converted aud 


became Martyrs to the Chriſtian Faith. 


By this time he grew ſo famous, that notwichſtand- 
ing his Youth he was thought fir co be Maſter of the 
Catechetick School of Alexandria, that Place being ac 
preſent void by the Perſecution that fell upon che Chri- 
ſtians; and great Numbers of Scholars daily crowded 
in upon him, ſo that finding his different Employments 
did not well agree together, he left off reaching the 
Arts and Sciences, and applied himſelf intirely to In- 
ſtruct his Diſciples in the Dogrines of Chriſtianity 
whereby he gained over a great Number of Gentile Phi- 
loſophers to the Faith, who embraced the ſame with ſo 
hearty and ſincere a Mind, that they readily ſealed it 
with their Blood, Amorg others of Note was Plutarch, 
whom Origen accompanying to his Martyrdom, Was 
like to have been killed hy the People for being the 
Author of his Converſion : Heraclides, Heron and Serg- 
nus, after having endured grievous Tortures were be- 
headed; and another Serenus, with a young Woman 
called Herais, one of his Scholars, were burnt for 
their Religion. Theſe Origen encouraged not to faine ©? 
under their Sufferings, who being Baptized by Fire, as 
he himſelf expreſſes it, left this World, and in thoſe 
Flames mounted up to Heaven. a Rs 
Neither was his Care and Charity leſs for thoſe that 
were Impriſoned in deep Dungeons, encouraging them 
when they came before the Judges: And when che 
Perſecution was renewed with ſuch Violence, that every 
one conſulted his own Safety, and kept cloſe, ſo thae 
when the Martyrs were led to Execution there was 
none to comfort or adminiſter to them; this Office Ori= 7 

gen boldly took upon him, attending the Maruys to the 
very Place of their Suffering, embracing and faluring 
them as they were led along, putting himſelf often ids 
danger thereby ; ſo that once the enraged Heathens - 
3 r aſſauſted 


: 


1 aſſaulted him with a ſhower of Stones, which had certait 


i Had he not been preſerved by the Divine Power and 
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Iy been his Death, as well as at ſeveral other Times, 


Providence. At laſt, they reſolved to find him our, 
1 Pac multitudes beſetting his Houſe, and becauſe he 
Had vaſt Numbers of Scholars, they brought a Guard 
of Soldiers along with them, who hunted him from 
one Houſe to another, ſo that he could find no Place of Ny of 
Safety. Epiphanius reports. That he was haled up and MDeath 
down the City, Reviled, Reproached, and treated with Abe 
infolent Scorn and Fury. Once having ſhaved his Non hit 
Head, after the Manner of the Zgyptian Prieſts, they MWdemne 
W ſer him upon the Steps of che Temple of Serapis, one MEprph 
of che Heathen Gods, commanding him to give Bran- Nved te 
ches of Palm-trees, as the Prieſts uſed to do, to them by he 
that went up to perform their Hearheniſh Ceremonies ; {Wit wa: 
he taking the Branches, with an undaunted Mind, cryed {Wpartl 


i | out aloud, Come hither, and take the Branch, not of an I Mean 
E  Tdol-Temple, but of Chrift, which Piece of Courage, no ſelves 


4 doubt, increaſed their Rage againſt him. partl. 
& Having applied himſelf wholly to the Study of Di- ¶ conti 


| vinity, and his Neceſſities being afterward urgent, he, well 


by the Advice of his Friends, ſold all his Authors of ſelf 
Humanity, which he had diligently peruſed ard now ¶ mod 
Ay by him, to one upon Condition that he ſhoùld al- ende 
lo him two Pence a Day for his Maintainance, where- {Wye C 


| | With he contented himſelf : And to prevent all occaſi- Wot 4 


| 1 ons of Youthful Concupiſcence, he ſpent moſt ot the 
Day and Night in Readirg and Meditating upon the Ho- 


E ly Scriptures, and other devout Exerciſes ;- ileeping 

+ only a few Hours, and that not in Bed, but upon the 
= Ground. He faſted often, and Expounded the Saying 
of our Saviour literally here, as he did afterward up- 
on another Occaſion; So that he would not wear two 
Coats nor Shoes, but went Bare- foot: He inuted him- 
ſelf ro Cold, Nakedneſs, and Abſtinence from Wine; 
& ; 2 | AE even 


* IA 


Catechiſt- of Alexandria. 105 L 
ven to the Amazement of his familiar Friends, and to 
he Offence ot many who would more willingly have re. 
ieved his Neceſſities, fince hereby he contratted ſuch 
eakneſs of Body as brought him almoſt to the Grave. 
et this ſtri& Courſe of Life inclined many, not of the 
ommon People only, but of the Wiſe, Learned, and 
Rich to become zealous Profeſſors of his Doctrine, ma- 
ny of whom in thoſe Times of Perſecution, ſuffered 
Death for the ſame. | eee eee 

About this time he made that famous Attempt up- 
on himſelf, ſo much commended by ſome, and con- 
demned by others, his making himſelf an Eunuch, as 
Epiphanius relates, which ſome. of the Ancients concei- 
ved to have been done by Medicinal Applications, where-: 
by he was made impotent; but St. Ferom ſays exprefcly, 
it was done with a Knife: However it was, he did it 
partly out of a perverſe Interpretation of our Saviour's 
Meaning, when he ſays, There be ſome that make them- 
elves Eunuchs for the Kingdom. of Heaven's ſake, and 
partly, to remove all Sufpicion of Waronneſs-and In- 
continency, he having many Matrons and Virgins, as: 
well as Men reſorting to him; beſides, that he him- 
ſelf was thereby ſecured from any Temptations to im- 
modeſt and irregular Embraces. This Fact, though he 
endeavoured to conceal it from ſome of his Friends, 
yet did it quickly break out, and Demetrius the Biſhop. *: 
of Alexandria, who formerly loved ard preferred him, 
but now envyed him, upbraided him with this raſh in- 
conſiderate Ad, for which he judged him unfit for the 
Minifterial Office. But whatever Origen might do in 
the Vigour of his Youth and Zeal, yet in his latter Days 
he was of another Mind, condemning ſuch Kind of 
Attempts, and ſoberly enough Expounding that Paf-: 
ſage of our Saviour, which he before had fo fatally. 
wiſunderftaod; ey Eo 
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In the Reign of rae Emperour Decius, he ſuffered: 
oruel Rackings, and many other Tortures for the Do- 
Grine of Chriſt, with terrible Threats of Death aid 
Burning, with which he was nothing affrighted; but 
reſolved to own his Cauſe to the laſt Moment of his 
Life. And hearing that ſome Chriſtians were haled to 
an Idol-Temple that they might be compelled to ſacri- 
fice to the Heathen Gods, he out of his Zeal, ran thi- 
ther to incourage them to Conſtancy in their Profeſſi- 
on, and difluade them from complying with their Ere- 
mies; which was the Opportunity that his Adverſarics 
= Had long expected, and therefore letting go the other 
= they. laid hold upon him; putting it either to his Choice 
= (ſaith Epiphanius) whether he would offer Incenſe to 
the Idol, or have his Body defiled by a deformed fil- 
thy Black- a- moor, which they had provided on pur- 
poſe. Origen being in a great Strait, at length choſe 
rather to offer Incenſe, than to have his Body polluted 
by fo filthy a Creature: They preſently put incenſe in- 
to his trembling Hands, and-whilſt he demurred upon 
it; they took it of his Hands and threw it into the Fire: 
heteupon, they preſently cry out, Origen hath ſacri 
Feed, Origen hath. ſacrificed, + 
- + Aﬀer which, he was excommunicated by the Church, 
and ſo being filled with ſhame and Sorrow he left Alex- 
Andria, and went into Judæa. Being come to Jeruſa- 
len, where his Name was very well known for his 
Learned Ex poſitions upon the Holy Scriptures, and his 
Gift of Urrerance ; he was importuned by the Minifters 
0 preach a Sermon to che People in the Church, which 
/ after: much Importunity he was perſuaded: to do, and 
thereupon ſtood” up, and opening his Bible, the firſt 
Place he caſt his Eye upon, was in Pſat. 30. 16. Un- 
#0 the Withed; ſaith God, why doſt thou preach my Laws, 
_ 'and: Fake my Covenant into thy Mouth 2 Which Word 
r 
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ſhed a Flood of Tears, the whole Congregation Weep». - 
ing likewiſe with him, and was unable to ſay any more. 
After which he wandred about with great Grief and 
Torment of Mind, and at length penned the following 
Lamentation. 8 c 7 ö 
Let the Well. ſprings of my Tears iſſue out; let | 
Cheeks be watered, and let them flow upon the Earth © 
and moiſten it; for that I am born in Iniquity, and the” - 
floods of Sin have over-flowed me. Alas How am 1 
fallen, There is no Sorrow like unto my Sorrow ; 1 Mf+. 
flifion that exceedeth my Aſfliction; no Bitterneſs #hab- 

paſſeth my Bitterneſs ; no Lamentation more lamentable- 
than mine: Neither is there any Sin greater than my -- 
Sin; and there is no Salve to heal my wounded Soup 
Where is that good Shepherd of Souls? Where is he that - 
went down from Jeruſalem to Jericho, which cured him 
that was wounded by Thieves? Seek me out, O Lord, that. 
am fallen from the higher Jeruſalem, who have broker 
the VowT made in-Baptiſm, who have prophaned and deals -. 

injuriouſly with thy bleſſed Name. Alas That ever E 
was a Preacher, who now am become a Diſciple * Thom: 
znoweſt, O Lord, that I fell againſt my Will, When E 
went about to enlighten others; when I-endeavoured to * 
bring others from Death to Life, I brought my 41 5 
from Life to Death; when I witneſſed againſt the Aſs 7 
ſemblies of the Wicked, and reproved their Doings 


I found Shame, and the maſt peſtilent Wound from the 
Devil: When I deſired to be found a Friend and Fu- 
vourer of Piety, I' was found a Foe and Furtherer of Ini. 
quity ;' when I deſigned to preſent others before God, Þ 
preſented my ſelf before Satan. - 4" FO 
I bewailed ſometimes the Fall of Sampſon, bat now x 
have fallen worſe my ſelf : T formerly bewailed the Fal 
of. Solomon ; but have brought my ſeif into a worſe Con- 
dition. I have formerly deplored the wofal Eftate of all. 


Sinaers, but now I am plunged into Sin my ſelf, Samp- 
* a | NN e N 8 0 ſon | 
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Wo that fell ? Why haſt thou forſaken me, being deſolate ? 
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on had his Hair cut off, but the Crown of Glory iu fal. 
len from my Head. Sampſon Loft the Carnal Eyes of bis 
Badu, but my Spiritual Eyes are put out. It was the Sub. 
Tiity of a Woman that brought Confuſion up»n him; but 
i was my Tongue that brought me into thu ſinful Condi- 
Lien. And as he afterwards waned the Comforts of this 
Life, ſo my Tongue by this Wickedneſs hath deprived me 
of thoje Spiritual Gifts which have ſometimes flowed in 
wpon me with Heavenly Foys. And as he ſuffered thoſe 
Tings by leaving the Iſraelites, and cleaving to F- 
Tergners; ſo I by going about to ſave notorious Sinners, 


Y * my jelf a Captive to Captives, and a Bondſlave to 


Iwill proſtrate my ſelf before the Threſho'd of his 
Church, and entreat all People both ſmall and great, to 
read and trample me under foot, who am unſavoury 
Salt, wh? have no Taſte nor Savour of God, and am fit for 
nothing. Nom let the Elders mourn, for the Staff where- 
on they leaned is broken ; let the young Men grieve, fir 
#heir School-maſter is fallen; let the Maidens ſorrow, 
for the Advancer of Virginity is defiled ; let the Paſtors 


mur, for their Patron and Defender is [Þamefully foiled. 


Wo is me, that I fell ſo lewdly, ſo dangeronſiy that I 


Cann riſe again. Aſſiſt me, O Holy Spirit, and give 
= me Grace to repent ; and except, O Lord, of the Grief of 
m Heart, and the Heavineſs of my Soul. But how 


great Streams of Lamentations muſt cleanſe and purify 


Iny polluted Conſcience I will addreſs my ſelf and turn 
my Speech to God; Why haſt thou lifted me up, and caſt 


me down; I had not committed this Impiety, unleſs thou 


| J hadft withdrawn thine Hand from me : But it thy 


Pleaſure, O Lord, wh doft all things graciouſly ; and I 
on the contrary have fallen by my Folly. But why, 0 
Lord, haft thou fbut my Mouth by thy holy Prophet Da- 
vid. Have I been the firft that ſinned ? Or am I the firſt 


Wy 
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Why haſt thou rejected and baniſhed me from among thy 
Saints, and aftoniſhed me when I ſhould Preach thy 


109 


Laws? What Man is he that is born of a Woman, which * | 


ſinneth nat? What Man was ever converſant here on 
Earth, who committed no Iniquity © 


This, I ſay, becauſe thou haſt forſaken me. David him- 4 | 


ſelf,” who hath ſhut up my Mouth, ſinned grievouſly in 


thy ſight, yet upon his repentance thou receivedſt him to 


Mercy. Peter, who was a Pillar, after his Fall, wiped 
away his Tranſgreſſion with ſalt Tears, and did not con- 


. 


14 
1 
* 


tinue long in the Filth of his Infidelity. But they were | ; | 
thought more worthy of Favour and Mercy than I. But Wi 


now I humbly beſeech thee, O Lord, to grant that thy 


Holy Spirit may be my good Guide and Inſtructor, that 1 
may tread Satan under foot, who by his Slights hath trod 


upon me; and that I may be again reſtored to the Joys 
of thy Salvation. Now all ye that behold my Wounds, 
tremble for fear, and. take heed that ye ſtumble mot, 
and fall into the like Crime. Tou all now ſee that the 


Prophet David hath ſhut up my Mouth. I was conſtrain- 


ed by the Biſhops to ſpeak ſome Words of exhortation, 


and taking the Book of Pſalms, I prayed, and opened the A 


Book, and I lighted upon this Sentence which Fam aſbamed 


to repeat, jet am compelled to pronounce. Unto the Wick- } 


ed, ſaith God, Why doſt thou my Laws, and. 


tikeſt my Covenant into thy Mouth? But . bewail me, 
that am like the Reprobate Jews ; for that which was i 
ſaid to them by the Prophets, now ſoundeth alike in my. 


Ears. O Satan, what miſchief haſt thou. brought upon 


me ? How haſt thou pierced my Bre aſt with t hy e. p 
o Darts  Thinkeſt thou that my Deſtruction will any 


thing avail thee * Thinkeſt thou to procure to thy ſelf 


any Eaſe or Reſt, whilſt I am thus deplorably tor mente? 
Who is able to aſſure thee that my Sins ſhall not be dong” 
away, that I ſhall not eſcape the Pains which I ſo hors - 
ribly feared, or, that I ſhall not again be reſtored to tbe 
| BRETT... 
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Society ef the Saints 2 0 Lord, I fall down before thy 
Mercy-(eat, have pity upon me, who am drowned in Tear, 
becauſe I have greatly offended. Shew Mercy, O Lord, 
to thy wandering Sheep which is ſubject to be torn by the 
= Teeth of the ravenous Wolf, Secure my Soul from the 
= rozring Lion, Let my Sackcloth be rent in ſunder, and 
di me with Joy and Gladneſs. Let me be again reſtor- 
end to the Joy of my God : Let me be thought worthy of 
Kingdom, through the earneſt Petitions of his Church 
= alta the Aſſembly of the Saints which ſorrow over me, and 
ile themſelves to Jeſus Chriſt on my behalf ; T5 
win with the Father, and the Holy Gheft, be all Hon- 
aan Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
borgen after this returned from Jeruſalem to Ceſare, 
where (as before he had done ar Alexandria) he fer 
up a School both for Divine and Human Learning, and 
his great Name procured him Scholars from all Parts, 
About the Year 225, Maximinus the Thracian ſucceed- 
ed in the Roman Empire, a Bruttſh and Cruel Prince, bis 
who hated whatſoever related to his Predeceſſor Alex- Dif 
ander Severis.; and becauſe the Chriſtians had found Chi 
ſome favourable Entertainment in his Family, he began 
firſt” with them; eſpecially. the Biſhops, as the chief abl 
Pillars and Promoters of Chriſtianity, whom he ap 
cauſed to be pur to Death. In this evil Time, Orizen 
writ his Book concerning Martyrdom, for the Conſo- Kin 
lation of the perſecured Chriſtians: Nor did he him- 
ſelf eſcape without his Share; for Euſebius tells us, T 
That the Devil muſtered up all his Forces againſt him, 
and aſſiulted him with all his Arts and Engines, fing- 
ling hip out above all others of that time, to make 7 
him the Object of his utmoſt Rage and Fury. He was Fi 
_ eaſt into the Bottom of a loathfoine and uncomforta- by 
ble Dungeon, loaded with Irons, a Chain about his 2 
Neck, his Feet ſet in the Stocks, with his Legs ſtrerch- W 
ont four-holes diſtant from each other, for Oy 
*. 75 > 
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Days together: He was threatned with Fire, and tor- 


* tured with all the Torments that a mercileſ: Enemy 
* could inflict; which muſt needs be very grievous to a 
+. erſon of his Age, whoſe Body was broken with fo. 


many Cares and Labours. Yer he patieutiy endured al! 

*. theſe Barbarities, and was ready to ſubmit to the laſt 
fatal Stroke; but his Cruel Judge ro prolong his Miſery, 

of commanded the Executioners to torment, him, but not 
1 kill him. | wy | 

& But Human Councils, when meſt active and violent, 


* are often over- ruled by him that is Higher than be 
1 higheſt ; for his Enemies, who had exerciſed theſe Cru- 


elties upon him, de ſigning him for a more ſolemn Mar- 
I tyrdom, were diſappointed by the Almighty, to whom 
4 belong the Iſſues from Death; who prevented their Ma- 
ler I lice, and made way for his eſcape; which in all proba WW 
biliry was occafioned by the Dearth of the Emperour, 
who was. cut off when he had Reigned only Thirty 
cd Months, Being delivered out of Prifon, he improved - 
ce, W his Time to pious. purpoſes, comforting the Weak and 
x" WH Diſconſolate, and writing Letters for that End to thre 
nd Chriſtians diſperſed into ſeveral Parts of the Empire. 
o_ He dyed about the ſixty ninth Year of his Age peace- 
icf ably ar Thre, in the Year 251, where his Body found Þ 
he a place of Reſt, and where, in..a great Church dedi- on 
cated to the Memory of our Saviour's Sepulchre, be- 
(0- hind the high Altar, his Remains were laid up, as the 
ws Tradition of the laſt Age inform us. He uſed to ſay, 
"a That God's Providence hath ordained. all Things for ſome 
n, End and Purpoſe : He made not Malice, and though be 
8. can reſtrain it, he will not; for if Malice were t, 


ke Vertue would have uo Oppo ſite, and could not ſhine ſo clear. 
iy For the Malice of Jo:eph's Brethren was the means wheres if 
1 by God brought about many admirable Works of Providence: 
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© The Life of St. BABTLAS, Biſhop 
of Ancioch, who with three Youths wag 


1 HER E is 4 general ſilence in Church Antiquity 
I concerning the Country, Parents, Education, 
and Way of Life of this holy Martyr ;. and whether he 
F Was born and educated 4 Gentile, or a Chriſtian; 
though no doubt he had a generous and liberal Educa- 
tion, living in Places where he had Opportunity to be 
Inſtructed, and in Times wherein none but Men of 

=_— known Parts and Eminency were advanced to the Go - 
7 vernmebt of the Church, both to feed and preſerve the 
Flock of God, and to defend the True Faith againſt 

= all Oppoſers. . In 239, Badylas ſucceeded Zebedinas 
| Biſhop of Antioch, Cordianus I. being Emperour of 


- 
j , o 
* * 


dome. St. Chryſoſtom ſays, he was a ſtout and prudent 
Pilot in the midſt of the Storms and Waves that bear 
pon the Church; meeting ar che firſt with much Trou- 
ble from the Roman Governours, the old Enemies of 
hriſtianity : Bur ſoon after a fierce Storm was raiſed 
by Sapores King of Per ſia, who having over-run. all 
ria, had beſieged and taken Antioch, and the News of ä 
his rapid Conqueſts being carryed to Rome, ſtartled © 
he Emperour and Senate, He grievouſly oppreſt the 
people of Antioch, and no doubt the Chriſtians hac 4 ö 
deep Share of it from ſo Inſolent and Mercileſs an Ene- 
my, who was never favourable to them. But the Al- 
ighty ſoon delivered them from his Tyranny ; for 
ordianus raifing i potent Army, marched into the 
aſt, and clearing the Countries as he went along, 
ecoyered Antioch and the conquered Cities, taking like- 
Iwiſc ſome confiderable Places belonging to Spores, Þ 
hom he obliged to retire with precipitation into his : 
pwn Dominions. Of which he gave an Account in a 
Letter to the Senate, who decreeed him a Triumph. © 2 
pon his Return to Rome, 3 
Tranquility being thus reſtored to the Church of An- 
Fioch, Babylas was very diligent in Inſtruting and Go- 
erning his Flock, and preparing them ts undergo the 
preateſt Afflictions for the Profeſſion of their Religi-- © © 
on; as if he had foreſcen the violent Perſecution, which ' - i 
ſoon after fell upon them. For the Chriſtians having 
njoyed much Quietneſs during the Reign of the Em- 5 
perour Philippus, a diſmal Tempeſt aroſe in the Time of 
Decius, who was unexſpectedly advanced to the Empire, Ml 
hought to be occaſioned hy the great Succeſs which -- 3 
i 


Pp 
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hriſtianity met with about this Time, having ſpread it 
elf over all Parts of the Empire, both Cities, Towns: - WM 
nd Villages. os f 


lianity, and the Declenſion of Paganiſm; he therk: 5 
. 2 . | J | =? | 2 
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= fore reſolved to uſe all the Methods of Rage and Crueli 


7 
—— age TO Rm _— — IE 


e that « 


for extripating them, and reducing the People to the and; 
Relig ot of their Anceſtors, Whereupon he iſſued ou IIe had 
Edi&s to the Governours of the Provinces to proceed Ing bout 
with all Severity againſt the Chriſtians with all Manger dom, 7 
of Tortures, unleſs they would worſhip the Gods; ſo mph, 
tat the Perſecution was carried on with all kinds of hat 
Violence, and at length it came to Babyla;'s door; for n Mete 
the Emperour coming to Syria, would needs go into had ca: 
the Chriſtian Congregation, when the publick Afſ=m\!y up for 
was met together. Bur Baby las ſtanding in the Church. red te 
Porch oppoſed him with an undaunted Courage and Re Hardi 
ſolution, telling him, That as much as lay in his Power, dveably 
he would never endure that a Wolf ſhould” break int mn all 
Chriſt's Sheepfold. The Emperour urged it no farther, WF" firſt 
either being unwilling to exaſperate the fury of rne Pes Moura! 
ple, or defigning to revenge it ſome orher way. ir He 
Decius, though for the preſent he diſſembled his An- bich th 


ger aud went away, yer inwardly reſented the Affron, . hi 


and being returned to his Palace ſent for Babylas, with * 
whom he ſharply expoſtulated for his Boldneſs and In th hin 
folency, aud commanded him to Sacrifice to the Gods, ply 


aſſuring him, thae this was the on:Ty Way to eſcape Pu- ained t 
- - niſhment, and to purchaſe him Honour and R-nown: 1 
The Martyr deſpiſed his Offers, and defied his Threats Vit ha 


telling him, That as a Paſtor, he was obliged to do what Conſt 
might be miſt beneficial to his Flock, and that he tt: 


=_ ſolved never to apoſtatixe from the Service of the True 
Goa, and to Sacrifice to Devils, who uſurped the Name 


and Honour of Deities. The Empcrour finding him in. 
flexible, ordered him to be loaded with Chains and ſent 
to Priſon, where he endured many Hardſhips and Suſ- 
ferings ; vet he rejoyced in his Bonds, and was more 


- troubled at the Miſery that attended thoſe who fett 


bim thicher, than at the Sharpneſs of thoſe Torment 
which he was like to ſuffer; having learned #0 auf 
1080 | Ne x thaſe 
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zel: that curſed him, to pray for thoſe that deſpitefully. 
the and perſecuted him, and to overcome Evil with Good. 


He had then the fatal Sentence paſſed upon him, and 


0 

= ng bound was led forth of Priſon ro go to his Mar- 

ner dom, and as he paſſed along, he began his Song of 
ſoiumph, Return unto thy Reſt, O my Sul; for the 


rd hath dealt bountifully with thee. Together wich 


ſor In were led three Youths that were Brothers, whom. 
into had carefully Inſtructed in the Faich, and had train- 
Du for ſo ſevere a Trial. The Emperour had endea- 


ch. red to prevail upon their Conftancy with all Kind 
Re. Hardſhips and Cruelties; but perceiving them im- 
e, {Wvcably reſolved not to Sacrifice, he commanded 
u m all four to be Beheaded. Babylas placed the Chil- 
cr, En firſt, left the SpeRacle of his bloody Fate ſhould. 
eq. (courage them. as the Otficer was taking off 
ir Heads he cryed aloud, Behold I, and the Children 
bich the Lord hath given me. Aﬀter which, he laid 
wo his own Neck upon the Block, having firſt given 
ith der to his Friends that his Ferters ſhould be buried 
In. Ich him in the ſame Grave: Which was done accord- 
d Wl And St. Chryſaſtom aſſures us, the Chains re- 

' Waincd to his Timc. Where his Body was firſt buried 
in, E Jo not find; but wherever it was, it reſted there 


is it had a more magnificent Interment in the Reign. Si s 
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Carthage, who was beheaded. 
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Haſcinus Cacilius Cyprianus was born at Carihi 
1 in Africa, and is ſaid to be deſcended-of tid 
and noble Family, and that he himſelf was a Senatof 
He was educated in the Liberal Arts, though principil 
ly addicted to the Study of Oratory and Eloquence 
wherein he made ſuch Improvement that he publick} 
taught Rherorick at Carthage with great Applauſe, and 
Where he lived in great Splendour and Plenty, nevet 
going abroad bur he was thronged with Clients and Fol 
lowers. He continued a Gentile or Heathen till he grev 
into Years, and was then converted to Chriſtianity bj 
the Arguments and Importunities of Cecilius a Presb). 
ter of Carthage, whom he ever loved as a Friend ad 
Reverenced as a Father; as the other at his Death 


Blſhop of: Carthage. 117 \ 
de him his Executor, and committed his Wife and Y 
ildren to his ſole Care and tutorage ; and ſo mutual 

s the Endearment between them, that Cyprian in Ho- 
of him took up the Title of -Cecilizs. He lived a 
ic and temperate Life, and ſold the'greateſt Part of | 
Eftate, diſtributing the Money to the Poor; fo that 
became . almoſt a perfect Chriſtian before he had KW 
arnt the Rules of Chriſtianity. . 
Being at length fully Inſtructed and Confirmed in he 
e Faith, he was baptized, and ſoon after advanced 
be a Presbyter, wherein he behaved himſelf with ſo iy 
uch Piety and Prudence, chat Domatus the Biſhop of Be 
wrthage being dead, both the Paſtors and People caft © M 
eir Kyes upon Cyprian z who judging himſelf unfir ⁶ 
d unworchy for ſo great a Charge, withdrew into. 1 
ivate Place in his Houſe, and would not be ſeen, 
t his dechning it did but occafion the People to be more 


4 


rneſt in their Deſires and ExpeRations ; ſo that his 0 g 


ia 


oors were immediately crowded, and all Paſſages for 

is Eſcape blockt up: Who, thereupon attempted to Md 

ſcape out of the Window; but finding it in vain, ts ” WM 
willingly yielded; the People in the mean time wait? 

dg impatiently between Hope and Fear, till ſeeing his 


F | j , , / 
A till eme forth, chey received him with univerſal Joy and | WM 
Dato; 


nd peaceable, but it was not long before a ſtorm ov er- 
ook him, and he was publickly proſcribed by te 
dame. of Cæcilius Gprianus, Biſhop of the Chriſtians, © - WM 


xcipi} 


atisfaction. His Entrance upon his Charge was cam ' 


* nd every Man was commanded not to hide or con- 
neut eal his Goods: And not ſatisfied there with they fre- 
1 Fol-Fuently called out, that he might be thrown to che Li- 
genus. So that being warned by a Divine admenition 1 
ry nd Command from God; he withdrew himſelf hop- 
resb) ing that by his Abſence their Fury and Malice would M 
| andabate. During his Receſs, though abſent in Body, he Ml 
Death 


K3s preſent in Spirit by pious Counſels, grave Admo- 
virions, 


mace 


ry 
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WW} Abour this time happened chat dreadful Plague whid 


14 every Day, and the Meſfenger of Death called at every 
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* ” , 
- 


knowledge of future Events; and a Bloody Perſec 
being raiſed azainſt the Church of Chriſt in Africa, 


, \ 
5 2 


and after Cyprian having thus deſcribed the Cauſe 


didged chat the Sins of the Chriſtians were the Caf 


' drawn from Heavenly Medications, and drawn av 


poſed to Prayer and Sp ritual Exerciſes. + 


| ly \ 
nitions, frequent Reproofs, earneſt Kxhortarions, ; E. r 
eſpecially by hearcy Prayers to Heaven for the We their 


and Proſperity of che Church. He had a great Fol. to b. 


an Rea 
god, an 
Ener 
hat Per 

The « 
zument: 
( Diſtr 
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during « 


in one of his Epiftles declares the true cauſe the; 


the Perſecution, he mentions a Viſion, where in it 
ſhewed him what ſhould happen. This Viſion was f 
ſome Years before the Perſccution happened, and jy 


why Satan was allowed ſuch Power, and with his! 
of Deſtruction deſtroyed ſo many Chriftian Men. heir P. 
had likewiſe another Viſion, wherein he was admon n che 
ed to uſe a ſpare Diet, leſt his Mind ſhould be wiß tious 


wich Worldly allurements, and be thereby the leſs & 


In the mean while the Perſecution under the E In 
perour Decius raged with uncontrouled Fury in the t f. 
can Provinces, and eſpecially at Carthage, concert rhat 

Which, Cyprian every where gives large and ſad ours, 


counts. 


ſo much afflicted the Roman Empire, wherein Cartha 
had a deep ſhare. Vaſt Mulcitudes were ſwept aui 


Door; the Streets were filled with dead Carcaſs, 
which ſeemed ro implore the Charity of the Living wand! 
bury them, as that which themſelves might ſhortly . Proſp 
"peed. But alas every one trembled and ſhifked for 
themſelves, deſerting and flying from their dearcltMWen, r 
Friends, and neareſt Relations, In this Calamitous Ses - ne ve 
ſon St · Cyprian calls the Chriſtians together, and ex- ¶ ſearc 
horts them to Mercy and Charity, as that which the to di 
Holy Scripture tells us is highly pleafing to God, anal © 
. S . 5 the 


Bithop of Carthage. 

e only Way to pacifie and turn away his Wrath from 
em: That they ſhould not only extend their Charity 
d their own Party, but that the Way to be perfect, 
d to be Chriſtians indeed, was to do ſomething more 
in Heathens and Publicans, and to overcome Evil with 


r Enemies, and to pray for the Happineſs of them 
hat Perſecute us. nnr 
The Chriſtians being per ſuaded by ſuch moving Ar- 
zuments, preſently gave their Neighbours and others 
2 Diſtreſs their utmoſt A fſiſtance, according to every 


uting to their Neceffings, and others, who by reaſon of 


n the common Calamity. Indeed, every one was am- 
itious to engage under the Conduct of ſo good a Bi- 
op; and by this large and abundant Charity, great 
Vouſehold of Faith, bur univerſally to all. | 1 


In the Year 257, 4/paſius Pantenus the procon ul 


ours, who at that Time were Galienus and Valerianus,' 


o worſhip the Gods according to the R»man Ceremo- 
jes: Cyprian anſwered, I am a Chriſtian and a Biſhop, 
acknowledge no other Gods but only the true God that. 
ade Heaven and Earth, and all Things therein. This. 


and Night, for our ſelves, and for all Men, and for the 
only Proſperity and Happineſs of the Emperour. And # this 
for hen thy Reſolution, ſaid the Proconſul ? That Reſoluti- 
arcllWon, replied the Martyr, which is founded in God, can 


ex-Wſcarch for Presbyters as well as Biſhops, requiring him 
e ſcorer them. Cyprian replicd, According $0 your 


Own 
the „ a 


nes Rank and Quzliey, choſe who were Rich contri- 


Advantage redounded not only to choſe who were of th 


2-468 
92 


pf Africa, ſent for Cyprian be fore him, and told him, | 
That he had lately received Orders from the Empe- 


ommanding all thoſe that were of a Foreign Religion 
is he whom we Chriftians ſerve, to whom we pray Day _ | 


never be altered, He then told him, That he was to 


119 AY 


od, and, according to our Saviour's Advice, to lobe iſ 


heir Poverty could beſtow nothing, perſonally laboured 4 


in 
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" thoſe that frequented them: The good Man told hin 


niſned with all Conveniences by the Chriſtians refidirg 


h Viſion was forwarned of his approaching Marty: 


own Laws, we are not obliged to be Informers, Thy 
Proconſul added, That he was commanded to prohibit 
private Aſſemblies, and to puniſh with Death 4 


Truth, 
which 
to do. 
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He might do what he thought fit; and the Proconſi 
finding him immoveable, commanded him to be baniſh 
ed to a little City about the Lybian Sea, near Penta. 
In, a pleaſant place, and where he was viſited and far. 


thereabouts. 
The firſt Day of his coming hither, he in an heave 


dom, which happened accordingly, both as to the Mu 
ner and Time of his Martyrdom, that very day Twelve. 
month, wherein he had this Viſion, proving to be th 
Period of his Life. | | 

During his Confinement in this Place, he wrote ſe 


veral Letters to the Martyrs in Prifon, encouraging then ind. 

© fo continue faithful to the Death, that ſo they mig 
obtain a Crown of Glory. Here he had notice chat the fe. 
Perſecution became more violent. Theſe uncomfort- 1 
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ble Tidings gave Cyprian Occaſion to prepare for hi 


' perſuaded him to withdraw to a Place of Safety which 


Friends ſlipt aſide, being unwilling to ſuffer any where 


© and by that eminent Confeſſion to edifice and to encou- 


own Death, which He waited and wiſhed for every 
day; and when ſome great Men of his Acquainranc: 


they would provide for him, he refuſed it; thougt 
when he had News that the Officers were coming for 
him to carry him to Utica, he by the Advice of hi 


but in Carthage, where he had governed his Church, 


rage the Flock committed to him; as he tells the Peo- 
ple of his Charge, whom he adviſed to Peace and Uni- Piel 
ty among themſelves, in his laſt Letter to them, audi 
not to offer themſelves to the Gentiles, but if they = 
were apprehended, ꝙ be Couragious in Defence 2 er 
ö * 5 Tuch, * 
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Truth, and freely conteſs themſelves to be Chriſtians, 
which he did not doubt but God would enable them 
to do. h 4 

The new Proconſul Galerius Maximus being returned 
to Carthage, C prian, who reſolved to conceal himſelf 
no longer, came home, and took up his Reſidence in 


A 
The 


Yohibj 


thereof, bur they preſently came and ſeized him, and 
putting him into a Chariot carried him to the Procon- 
ſal, who commanded him to be kept till next day in 
ene of the Officers Houſes ; the People hearing of his 
Return and Apprehenſion, came in great numbers about 
the Houſe, where they continued all Night. The acxe 
Morning he was led to the Proconſul's Palace, who 
looking upon him ſaid, Art thou Thaſcius Cyprianus, 


e ſe pho haft been Biſh'p and Father to Men of impious = 
then inds, The Sacred Emperour commands thee to o 

nig Sacrifice. Be well adviſed, and do not throw away thy W 
cl Life. The blefſed Martyr replied, I am Cyprian F 
re ain 4 chriſtian, and I cannot ſacrifice to the Gods; do WM 
rb art commanded ;, as for me, in Jo juſt 4 Cauſe, there 


very need no Conſultation. The Proconful was. enraged at 
ang his reſolute Conſtancy, and tead his Sentence our of 2 


hich MT able Book, Icommand that Thaſcius Cy prianus ſhalt be | 

uph beheaded, To which the Martyr only anſwered, I hear- 
for Mit ily thank Almighty God, who is pleaſed to ſet me frei 

* his From the Chains of the Bod). | Kb” 

here He was then led away from the Judgement Seat with 


rch, M2 ſtrong Guard of Soldiers, great Multitudes of People 
cou- crowding after, rhe Chriſtians wee ping and mourning, 
Y0- and crying out, Let us alſo be Beheaded with him. 

Uni- Coming to the Place of Execution, which was a large 


is own Garden; the Officers had no ſooner notice 


and Field, he began to firip himſelf, firſt putting off his 


hey Cloak, which he firſt folded up apd laid at his Feet 
the and falling on his Knees recommended his Soul to God 
uch, in Prayer; and then ſtending in nothing but a ws 


- 


122 The Life of St. CYPRIAN, Oc. 
Veſiment, he ordered that the Executioner ſhould. have 
about ſix Pounds given him, and the Brethren fpread- 
ing Linnen Cloths under him to preſerve his Blood from 
being ſpilt on the Ground, he covered his Eyes with hit 
own Hands, and the Headſman did his Office. His Bo- 
dy was buried by the Chriſtians the ſame Night with 
great Solemnity. He ſuffered in the Year of Chriſt 
258, Valerianus and Galienus V. being Emperours of 
Rome, | 
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1 The Life of St. GREGOR Biſhop of 
VMNeocæ ſarea, who was ſolemnly Buried 
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DIJ 
_ | | 
Pr. GREGOR, called Originally Theodorus, Was 
1005 born at Neoceſarea, the Principal City of Cappa- 
4, ſicuate upon the River cus. His Father was 4 
=  7Zcalot for the Gentile Religion, wherein he carefully 
| * Fo | . ; | educated 


bl 


1ed 


Was 
pa- 
$ 4 
ally 
red 


cd the Debaucheries of his Fellow- Students; ho me- 


asked, chat they might be no longer 
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educated him, and in other Hcathen Learning; who dy- 
ing when his Son was about. Fourteen Years old, the 
Young Man then took the greater Liberty. to enquire 
into Things, and perceived the Vanity of that Religion 
wherein he had been brought up, which ſoon inclined } 
him towards Chriſtianity, though his Mother took 
care to compleat his Breeding, by placing him and his 
Brother Athenodorus under Maſters of Rhetorick and 
Eloquence, who likewife perſuaded him to ſtudy the 
Roman Laws: After this, he travelled to Alexandria, 
and entred himſelf in the "Platonick School lately cred: 
ed there, where by the Cloſeneſs of his Studies, and 
his Sobriety and Strictneſs of Lite, he viſibly reproach- 


dicating Revenge, hired a common Strumpet to dome 
to him while he was ergaged in 4 ſerious Difcopeſe 
with ſome Learned Friends, charging him with com- 
mitting Lewdneſs with her, and wich cheating her o 


the Reward of their Criminal Embraces: The rag 


pany being ſatisfied of his Innocence; were 
the Woman's Impudence, but Gregory diſregarding the 
Affront, deſired a Friend to give her the Money ſie 


their Diſcourſes ; ; Which ſhe had no ſooner. _reteiveg, 3 
biit- ſhe fell into raving Fits, roaring dur horribly, 


throwing her felf on the Ground, rearing her Hai, 


diſtorcing her Eyes, and foaming at the Mouth ; vor 
could ſnhe be freed from this rude Treatinent of the 
Dæmon, till he whom ſhe had wronged had forgiven, 
and prayed to Almighty God for her. 

Departing from Alexandria, he came to Caſares is 


Paleſtine, where Origen had opened à School, under f 


whom he was Taught Logick, Phyfick, and other Sch 
ences; but above all, his Maſter endeavoured d ſer-: 


tle him in the firm Belief and Per ſua ſion of Clitiftiant- 
ty, wherein he had before ſome luſight, and to grbund 
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him in the Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, as the 
Wi beſt han of true Wiſdom and Philoſophy, Five 


Years he continued Origen's Diſciple, and was then re- 
called into his own Country; and at taking his Leave 
He. made an Oration before his Mafter in a numerous 
{ Auditory, wherein, as he gives Origen his juſt commen- 
© dation, ſo he particularly Bleſſes God for the happy 
| Advantages of his Inſtructions, whoſe Providence had 
conducted him to ſo good a Maſter. At his Return, 
all Mens Eyes were upon him, expecting to reap ſome 
= Fruits. of all his Studies in publick Meetings; and the 

Wiſe and great Men of the City importuned him to 
reſide among them, and by his excellent Precepts and 


Rules to reform and direct the Manners of Men. But 


be being modeſt, and diffident of his own Abilities, 
and fearing left by a great Concourſe and Applauſe he 
might be puffed up with Pride and Vain glory, reſiſted 
al their Addrefſes, and withdrew himſelf into the 
=_ Widcrneſs, where he refigned up himſelf to Solitude 
= and-Contemplarion, converſing with God and his own 
Mind, and admiring the wonderful Works of the Great 
WW Orcator of the World. | — 
The City of Neocæſarea was Large and populous, but 


1 1 wretchedly overgrown with Idolatry and Superſtition, 


ſo that it ſeemed the Place where Satan's Seat war, 


F , and where Chriſtianity had ſcarce been heard of. Gre- 


gory being at length prevailed upon, was conſtitured | 
Biſhop of this Place, which being wholly ſubje& to | 
the Worſhip of Dæmons and Diabolical Rites, there 
not being above Seventeen Chriſtians in thoſe Parts, he 
muſt be obliged to found a Church hefore he could go- 
yern it. However he applied himſelf induſtriouſſy to 
the Charge committed to him, wherein he was ex- 
treamly advantaged by a power of working Miracles. 
_ The people of Neocæſarea having an Account of the 
ws f1arge and miraculeus Actions of St. Gregory, went 

* - LINE Out 


— 


Eye upon one Side or the other, and being invited by 


verified by the Teſtimony of their Senſes. | 
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out of the City in great numbers ro meet him; who. 
being unconcerned ar their Applauſe, paſſed directly 
through che midſt. of the Crouds without caſting his 
Muſonizs, a Perſon of great Eſteem and Power inthe I 
City, who intreared him to Honour his Houſe with his gf 
Preſence, he took up his Lodging there, And that very 
Day he fell to Preaching with ſuch ſucceſs, that before ſl 
Night he had Convertcd a little Church to the True lt 
Faith, in that Tdolairous and Prophane Place wherein Ji 
his Lot was fallen. Early the next Morning the Doors 
were crouded with perſons of all Qualities and Ages, 
whoſe Fnficmirics and,Diſtempers he cured, working 1 
two Cures upon them at once, healing both Soul and 9 
Body; and ariſning Dæmons out of thoſe that were 
poſſeſt: Men greedily embracing that Religion, of W 
whoſe Divinity and Power they themſelves were Eye- t 
wicneſſes, and heard norhing reported but What was 3 


Having thus gathered a numerous Congregation, he f 
then took care to erect a Church, where they mighe 
aſſemble for the publick Exerciſe of their Devotionz, 
Which by the Charitable Contributions of ſome, and 
the induſtrious Labour of others, was both begun and 
finiſhed in a lictle time. And it ſeems to have been 
founded upon a firmer Baſis than other Buildings were 
for notwithſtard ng the Violent Storm in Diocleſian s 
time, who comma led all the Chriſtian Churches to be 
demolithed, and che Earthquake which happened in 
that Country, and ruined moſt of che Houſes therea- 
bouts, this Church alone remained ertire, and not 4 
Stone of it was ſhaken to the Ground. [ 
Greg'ry Niſſen Reports, that this Holy Man miracu- 
Jouſly reſtrained the Violence of the River Licus, which 1 
running violently down the Mountains of Armenia, over- 
flowed che Champaign Country, to the irteparable Da- 
| "FJ; © 1". © 


126 Che Lite of St. GREGORY, 
mage of the Inhabitants, and often-times to the loſs of 
cheir Lives; who thereupon applied themſelves to 
St. Gregory, beſeeching him to uſe his Intereſt with the 
Almighty, who alone Ryles the raging of the Sea, that 
2 Stop might be put to it. He goes along with them to 
the place, and Addreſſes his Supplications to him who 
has ſet a Bound tothe Waters, that they may not paſs over, 
nor return again to cover the Earth ; And thruſting his 
Staff don irto, the Bank, prayed that that might be 
che Bound of that raging Stream; and it is related, 
chat ever after the River kept within che Banks, and his 
Staff grew up into a ſpreading Tree, and was ſhewed 
to Travellers, rogether with an Account of it in this 
= Author's Days. 
= He alſo adds another Paſſage : That St. Gregory in his 
Return from Cumana, whither he had been invited 
and importuned both, by the „ to come, and 
conſtitute à fir Perſon to be Biſhop of that City, was 
e ſpied by two Jews, who knowing his Charitable Tem- 
per, eicher out of Covetouſneſs or deſigning to Abuſe 
bim, agreed to put a Trick upon him; To which end 
ore ot them lays himſelf down on the Ground, pre- 


ending he was dead; the other ſeems to deplore the 


WE miſcrable Fate of his Companion, and begs of the good 
Biſhop that paſſed by to give him ſomething towards 
his Funeral, who taking off the Coat he had on, threw 
it upon him, and went away, He was no ſooner out 
of his ſight, but this Deceiver camg, laughing to his 

Fellow, and bid him rife, that they might make them- 
= ſelves merry with the Cheat they had put upon the Re- 
ligious Man; he called, pulled, and kicked him, but 
ul in vain, this Comical Humour concluding in a Tra- 
gedy, the Man being dead indeed; it being ſuppoſed 


W thrown upon him. which now really ſerved for what 
the Biſhop intended it, as a Covering to his Burial. 
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chat he expired at that very moment the Garment was 
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ow In the Faichſul and Succeſsful Management of his 
* Office he continued quietly, till about the Year 250, 
w- when the Emperour Decius raiſed a moſt violent Per- 
to ſecution againſt the Chriſtians ; upon no other Motive 


or Provocation, but becauſe he ſaw Chriſtianity prevail 
ſo much, and Paganiſm decline : Whereupon new Me- 
thods of Crueltv, and Inftrumenrs of Torment were 
continually invented by the Heathen Governours and Ma- 
giſtrates; the very apprehenſion whereof is dreadful 
and amazing to Human Nature. 3 Bu 
St. Gregory being ſenſible of the Calamitous Stare of 


would bear up againft this furious Storm, he adviſed 
0 them timely to withdraw, telling them it was better to 
fly and ſave their Souls, than to hazard their falling 
from the Faith; and gave them an Example by retreats i 
ing himſelf out of Danger into a Deſart Mountain, 2c- 
companied only with the Gentile Prieſt whom he halt 
converted. p SE 
A little before his Death, being ſenſible that his 
Diſſolution drew nigh, he ſent up and down the City 
and Neighbourhood to make a ſtrict Inquiry whether 


the preſent Time, and how few of his new Converts | 


there were any that had not embraced the Chriftian 
Faith; and being tod there were but Seventeen in all, 


he ſighed, and lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, appeal- 
ing to God how much it troubled him, that au 
ſnould be yet without the Knowledge of the True Re- 
ligion; but he likewiſe blefſed the Almighty, that 
whereas at his firſt coming hicher, he found bur Se- 
venteen Chriſtians, he ſhould now leave but Seventeen 
Idolaters. . After which, having heartily prayed for & 
the Converſion of Infidels, and the rmation and 
Edification of thoſe that were turned to God, he calm- W 
ly and peaceably reſigned up his Soul into the Hands of 
his Heavenly Creator in the midſt of his Friends and 
Diſciples, by whom he was honowrably Buried in the 

N F 4 Church 
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128 The Life of St. GREGORY, . 
Church which he himſelf had erected at Neocæ 

He is ſuppoſed to have departed this Life in the 12250 
2 * Emperour Diocleſian, about the Tear of our 
0 265. 5 fo m9: . 1 
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The Life of St. DENNIS, Biſhop of 
Alexandria, who was baniſhed into a 
Wilderneſs in Libya, | 
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5 87 Dennis was in all probability born at Alexandria, 
| where his Father ſeems to have been a Perſon of 
= conliderable Quality, and to have lived in ſome Splen- 
Jour: He was bred in the Gentile Religion, and con- 
85 to the Truth by 2 Viſion and Voice that ſpake to 
im. as he himſelf relates; and by diligent reading 
at Books came into his Hands, and an impartial Ex- 
WE 77. 15 -  amination 
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Bichop of Alexandria. 129 
aminztion of the Things contained in them. After his 
yourhful Studies, he put himſelf under the Conduct of 
the Renowned Origen, who was then Maſter of a fa- 
mous School at Alexandria, where he became à profi- 
cient both in Philo/opby and Chriſtian Lectures, which 
yere there Taughr. In the Year 232, Demetrius Biſhop © 
of Alexandria being dead, Heraclas one of Origen's i 
Scholars, and his Succeſſor in the Catechetick School, 
ſucceeded in his room: Upon whoſe removal Dennis, 
then Presbyter of the Church,” was, advanced in his. 
place; wherein he acted with ſuch general Applauſe and 
Satisfaction, that upon the Death of Heraclas, wo 
was Biſhop fifteen or ſixteen Years, none was thought 
ſo fir to be ag: in his Succeſſor as Dennis; and he was 
accerdingly made Biſhop. The firſt Years of his Charge 
were calm and peaceable, till Decius ſucceeding in } 
Empire, fell to perſecuring the Chriſtians with the ut? 
moſt Violence, whereof rhe' Church of Alexandria hd 
a heavy Portion. , en boy 21h p42 cul 

The Perſecution increaſed-v da,; the Chriſlians 
Houſes being broken open and plundered, their: Ad- 
verſaries burning what they could not carry ach; ad 
a Chriſtian could not ſtir abroad Night nor Day; but 
they preſently cryed out, Away with him to the Fm 
And though. while they quarelled among themſelwes, 
the Chriſtians had a little breathing - time aer Wen 3 
Decius had defeated and killed his Maſter -Philip;: and - 
uſurped the Empire, his bloody Edt&s arrived at Alex- 1 
andria, which enlivened the Heathens Rage and Cruel 
ty; Perſons of all Ages, Qualities and on be- 
ing tottured and executed, with all Manger [Severity  : 


and Multitudes flying imo the Mountains and Woods, .Þ 
were famiſhed with Hunger and Thirſt, ſtarved with 
Cold, weakened with Diſeaſes, ſurprized by Thieves, / 
and torn in pieces with Wild Beafis ; and many fell in- 
to che Hands of the Arabs and Saracens, x4 4 
SF , | F { < . 
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30 The Like of St. DENNIS, 
dieereby reduced to a State of Slavery worſe than Death 
ie ſelt. In this cercible time of Tryal many revolted 
=_ Ffrom the Faith, whilſt ochers maintained it wich an ia 
l vincible Courage; and many that were Enemies em. 
braced the ſame. 
-Durivg theſe Tragical Times, it pleaſed God to pre- 
ſerve Dennis from Death, as a Perſon eminently uſe. 
ful in the Church, though he likewiſe bore a part in 
= the common Calamity ; for Sabinus the Prefect having 
received the -Kmperour's Orders, he inſtantly diſpatched 
Frument ar ius, a Military Sergeant, to apprehend him, Aft 
who ſearched” all Places where he thought he might ters 
conceal himſelf, but never came to his own Houſe, the 
- concluding he would not dare to ſtay at Home; and yet to 
here he continued ſeveral Days expecting the Coming 74 
of the Officers, At length being warned of God, he 7 
left his Houſe, attended with his Servants and ſome of 
the Brethren; but nor long after fell into che Hands of 
| the Soldiers, and having received his Sentence, was com 
=_— dugcd'ito 2 littie Town' not far from Alexandria, 
9 there probably to be "beheaded with leſs noiſe and | 
j F | clamour. ; 9 | 
In the mean time, Timotheus one of his Friends, 
= knowing nothing of his being Apprehended, came to 
de Houſe! where he had been, and ſeeing a Guard of 
= Soldters ſtanding at the Door, haſtned away with much 
bo | Amaztinehc 7A. Country-man meeting him, and em- 
= . quiring, why he made ſuch haſte ; He gave him an im- 
perfect account of the Matter. This Man was going to 
a M pp, where they uſually ſate up all 
Night';and being come hither, acquainted the Com- 
pany wich what hg had heard; who being heated with 
Wine and merry, they all ran out. of the. Doors, and 
With great ſhouting came to the Place where &. Dennis 
N 4s, The Guard hearing ſuch a Noiſe and Confuſion 
| a that dme of Nighe, left their Prifoger, and ra 
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others would quickly follow their Example. But they 


vided they would Adore the Gods that were Pr ors. ; 


Githop of Alexandria. 131 
away, whom the Rabble coming in, found in Bed : He 
ſuppofing them to be Thieves, was reaching his Clothes 
that lay by him to give them, but they commanded 
him to riſe preſently, and go along with them: Upon 
which, he vnderftanding What they came about, be- 
ſought them to leave him, and depart; or at leaſt to 
Behead him; but they compelled him to riſe, and 
when he had thrown himſelf upon the Ground, theyß 
began to drag him out by the Hands and Feet, bur 
ſoon after left him, and turned to their Drunken Sports. 
After which Caius and Fauſtus, Peter and Paul Presby=. } 
ters, and his Fellow-Priſoners took him up, and leaving 
the Town, ſer him upon an Aſs, and conveyed him in- 
to a deſolate Wilderneſs in Libya 7M 
St. Dennis being returned from his Solitudes to Alex- |} 
andria, he, accompanied with ſome of the Clergy, ad- 
dreſſed themſelves ro Æmilian the Governour, who did” 
not abſolutely forbid, but endeavoured to perſuade 
them to leave off that way of Worſhip; preſuming 


anſwered, It was better to obey God than Man, aſſu ing 
him, they would Worſhip none but the True God, and 
would never renounce their Chriſtian Profeſſion. The 
Governour told them, That the Roman Emperours 
were willing to ſhew them Rindneſs-and Favour, - 


of the Empire, and he hoped they would be mores 
grateful than to refuſe it. The Biſhop replyed, Thar ] 
every one Worſhipped thoſe whom they thought to be 
Gods, bur they Adored and Served only One God, who 
is the Creator of the World, who gave that Governs 
ment to the Emperours; To whom they offered up 
Daily Prayers for the Happineſs: of the Empire. The 


Governtour inſiſted, that if he were a God, none hin- 
dered them from Worſhipping him, together with 


them who were truly Gods, they not being wr F 
: P.3 
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= ſhip One Cod, tur Gods. Dennis anſwered, We canny | 
_ Wo //» any other. I ſee, replyed-Zmilian, that you 
ate a Company of fooliſh and ungrateful People, and 
not ſenſible of the Favour of our Lords the Empe | 
- rour's ; wherefore you ſhall ſtay no longer in the City, | 
but be ſent to Cephio in the Parts of Libya; for thicher, 
according to the Emperour's Commands, I reſolve to 
baniſh you; nor ſhall any of your Se& have leave to 
keep or r your. Meetings, which if any dare to 
attempt, it ſhall be at his Peril; and he ſhall be Puniſhed 

8 - ſuitably to his Crimes: Be gone therefore to the Pl:ce 


* 


= allotted you. | | I 
| This Sentence was put into execution with ſuch ex- 
pedition, that Dennis, though fick, had not one Day 
allowed to recover himſelf, and provide for his Jour- 
ney : He ſeemed a little concerned when he was in- 
formed, that the Place of his Baniſhment was deſtitute 
of the Society of good Men, and perpetually expoſed 
to the Ravages of Thieves and Robbers ; but was ſome- 
= -.what comforted, when he was told, That it was near 
} - great and populous City; though the Place to which 
i he was aſſigned, was a rude and barren Tra& of Land 
ö in the Delarts of Libya. He was ſoon followed to 
this miſerable Region by grear Numbers of Chriſtians 
ſrom Alexandria, and other Parts of Egypt. When he 
firſt arrived, he was aſſaulted by the barbarous Inha- 
bitants with ſhowers of Stones, but in a ſhort time 
he Civilized their beſtial Manners, Converting them 
from Idolatry to the Chriſtian Faith, Preaching up 
and down thoſe wild and diſconſolate Parts, and turn- 

ing the Wilderneſs into a Church. = 
VPalerian the Emperour being taken Priſoner by the 
Kirg of Per ſia in the Year 259, Galjenus his Son Ru- 
led; who having obſerved, that while his Father fa- 
voured the Chriſtians, he was very ſucceſsful ; but when 
he began to perſecute them the Diyige Vengeance Ng 
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Biſhop of Alexandria. 133 
ſued him, he thought it more prudent to ſuffer them 


to exerciſe theit Religion ſecurely, which he did by the 


following Edict. 


Galienus Emperour, 8c. To Dennis, and the reſt of | 
the Biſhops. We have given Order, that our Indulgence | 


ſhall be extended throughout the World ; and that all Re- 
ligious Places ſhall be freed from Force and Violence. 
Wherefore ye alſo may freely enjoy the Benefit of our Edict, 
ſo that no Man ſhall dare to vex or moleſt you, &c. 


3 2. b ; 1 
The like Orders be ſent to the other Biſnops, giving 
chem the free leave of their Cæmiteria, where they 


buryed theit Head, and held often Religious Aſſemblies. 


The good Bilkop was hardly ſettled ar Home, when 
another Accidene-forced him to retire: For Æmilia- 
nus the Præfect, partly by his own Ambition, and part- 


ly by an unhappy Accident, took upon him the Em- 4 


* Roman Army in gypt joyning with him, 
th out of diſlike to Galienus and affettion to Æmilian 
Who was a brigk Give Man. Galienus having Intelli- 


gence hereof, ordered The:dotus his General to march 


with an Army into thoſe Parts, who Beſieged the City 
of Alexandria, and reduced it to- great Extremity ; 


there being hkewiſe two Factions in the Town, one de- | 
claring for Galienus, and the other for Æmilian; ſo that V 


there was no Commerce between them: And Dennis 


having occaſion to tranſact wich his Friends by Letters, 
tells us, It was ſafer for a Man to travel from Eaſt to 


Weſt, than to paſs from one part of Alexandria to ano- 
ther, ſo barbourous and inhuman were the Outrages 


committed there. At length, Galienus's party prevail- | 


ed to let in Theodotus and his Army, who ſeized the Ty- 
rant Emil ian, and being ſent to the Emperour, he 
cauſed him to be ſirargled in Priſon, 


' 


ö 


| 4 | a | : 4 pr 
| About this Time ſeveral Hereſies were broached in 


the Church; upon which, a Synod was called at Anti. 
och, ro which St. Dennis was invited: but his Age and 


-Journey ; ſoon after which he died, in the Eleventh 
Year of the Emperour Galienis, and of Chriſt 265. 
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Og 
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hd Milan, who would not ſuffer the 
na  Hperour Theodaſius, to enter the Church of 
th Milan, till he had declared his fincere 


Repentance- for the Murther of 7009 


Citizens of Theſſalonica. 
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HE Father of St. Ambroſe was à Prætect in 
1 France. When he was an Infant in the Cradle, 
a Swarm of Bees. ſertled npan his Face, and ROE 
without hurting him; thereupon, his Father aid, If 
this Child lives, he will be ſome great Man, In his 
| Youth he went to Rome, and gained great Knowledge” 
in the Liberal Sciences, and the Chriſtian Doctrine; He 
was very Kloquent, and of an obliging Temper; and 
going to Milan, was made Lientenant of that City. 
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| Soon after Auxentius the Biſhop of that See, who was 
WE an Arian, dyed, and there were great Heats about 
electing another; the People being met together about 
1 chuſing one, a Tumult was raiſed, which Ambroſe, 23 
be was Lieutenant, and likewiſe a Conſul, going thicher 
do appeaſe, his Preſence and Kxhortation not only pa- 
eified che Rage of the giddy Multitude; but cauſed them, 
with one Voice as it were, to nominate him ſor their Bi- 
” ſhop, hoping thereby that all things would be reconciled, 
and all would embrace one Faith and Opinion. The Bi- 
ſhops that were preſenr, judging that the uniform Voice 
of the People was the Voice of God, they without 
further Deliberation Baptized him (who was then but 
a Carechumen , or Learner of the Chriſtian DoQrine) 
purpoſing to inſtal him in the Biſhoprick. Ambyaſe 
Was willingly Baptized, "iP earreſtly declined being a 
| Biſhop; Whereupon, they acquainted the Emperour 
RV alentinian TI, with the matter, who wondering at the 
| unanimous Agreement of the Pedple, n upon it as 
the Work of Heaven; and fignified to them that they 
=. ſhould obey the Will of God herein, and create Am. 
bioſe Biſhop, fince the Almighty, rather than Men, had 
ws preferred him to this Digniry; . 1 of 
| . Ambroſe being at length peaſuaded to accept of this 
N Office, the Face of Afflirs was ſoon changed; rhe Citi - 
en of Alilian, who were before at Diſcord among 
WE themſelves, henceforth embraced Peace ard Unity; 
& whereupon the good Emperovur rerurned Thanks to He- 
den or this great Bleſpng, ſaying I give thee bumble . 
| Thanks, O Omnipotent God, and ou! Savior Jeſus Chrift, . 
that whereas I had commitred the Bodies of m Sul jects 
beo this Man, thou haſt alſo committed their Souls #0*bis 
= Care, and haſt thereby declared that my Opinion was juſt 
app int ing bim to ſuch a lace. After this, St. Am- 
WW broſe.took upon him to acquaint the Emperour freely 
Vich the ill Adminiſtration of ſome of the Magiſtrates; 
2 TY "=p LL 
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t which the Emperour was very well pleaſed, and was 
o far from being offended, that he faid, I alma 
hought thee to be an honeſt ſincere Man, and was there- 
we ſo far from oppoſing thy ordination to the Office. thon 
rt in, that I gave my. free and full conſent to it DUO 
hou therefore propound à Remedy out of God's Holy Word 
or Regulating theſe Diſorder eg. 4;-!- 
The good Emperour Valentinian dying, his Empreſs  - | Þ 
Juſt ina being tainted with Arianiſm, though ſhe could 
ot moleſt the Orthodox Paſtors while he lived, yet at- 
er his Deceaſe removing to Milan, wich her young 
Bon, ſhe raiſed ſuch Diſturbance againſt Ambroſe, that 
n the end ſhe prevailed to have him ſentenced to Ba- 
iſnment. But the People out of their ſingular Love 
nd Affection to him, withſtood her therein; reſiſting 
hoſe by force that would have carried him away unte 
xile, But it pleaſed God, that at this very time news 
ame, that Maximus the Roman Lieutenant in Brit ain 
ad Rebelled, and that Gracian the Emperour was 
ain in France by one of the Captains of Maxim un, 
his ſo cooled the heat of Fuſtina's Spleen, that fre 
was content to let St. Ambroſe alone. Yet ſhe endea- 
roured to work upon the tender and flexible Mind of 
er young Son Valent inian Junior, to. inſtill into him 
he Principles of Arianiſm : An Hereſy ſo called from 
he Author of it Arius, a Presbyter of Alexandria, 2 
an which outwardly pretended much Holineſs, who BK 
depycd che Eternity of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, 
ich che Father, alledging, That he wð' & not of che 
ame ſubſtance with God. Alexander, a Man of great 
Piery and Learning, Biſhop of that City, being of 
gentle Diſpoſirion, atrempted to have cured him of chi: 
ereſy, praying and admoniſhing him to renounce che 
ame; bur he being of a proud and inſolent Nature, 
perſiſſed therein, and drew many Followers after him, 
| . : | | wWäuen 
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with the ſame Care as he would defend his Empire; 
tectly contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt and his holy 


which afterward ocraſioned many Seditions, Miſchief, 
and Murders. 

The young Emperour being deceived by the Allure 
ments of his Mother, grew quickly to embrace her 
Herefies ; and at length communicared his Mind to An. 
broſe, ſuppoſing, that if he could bring him over tg 
his Opinion, he ſhould eafily overcome the reſt ot the 
Biſhops. But Ambroſe reminded him of the Piety and 
Sincerity of his Father, exhorting him to defend the 
True Chriftian Faith which he had received from hin, 
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ſnewing him, That the Doctrine of the Arians was di. 


Apoſtles, and that the Opinion of the Orthodox Cler- 
gy was moſt agreeable thereto, But the Young Prine: 
was ſo infatuated with the Errour of his Mother, tha 
deſpiſing good Counſel, and being inflamed with 
Wrath, he furrounded the Church where Ambroſe wa, 
with a great number of Soldiers, thinking therewich to 
rerrifie him. But when he faw the Valiant Champia 
of Chrift wes no ways affrighted, he fell into a Rage, 


') and commanded him to come out of the Temple: To — 
whom Ambroſe anſwered, That I will never willige are. 
| do , neither will J betray the Sheepfold of my Sheep 1 you 
Wolves, nor deliver up the Temple of God to Blaſphi- WM (5011 

mers ; But if you pleaſe to take away my Life, heres Ml cher 

my Breaſt, pierce it either with your Sword or yu is 1 

Spear, which you pleaſe; for I am willing to embrut W Co 

ſuch a Death. This reſolute Anſwer, made the En- are 


perour withdraw. Bs 
Some time before rhis, Theodo ſius the Great Reigning W Ch. 


inthe Eaſt, there happened a great Inſurrection in the ing 
City of Theſſalonica, which the Magiſtrates endeavour- 


ing to appeaſe, they were not only Abuſed and Re- the 
proached, bur Stoned to Death by the Furious Mul: I gte 
titude. Theodoſius having an Account of it, was mh 

| | trea 
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amly incenſed againſt the Citizens, and ſent an ar- 
y, who ſlew Seven Thouſand of them, the Innocent 
fering - with the Guilty, without ever examining the 
&, or proceeding Judicially againſt them. After this, 
beodo ſius marched into the Weſt againſt the Tyrant 
ur imus, 4nd having obtained a great Vidory, he went 
Milan; as lic was about to enter the Church, Am- 
e met him at the Door, and thus addreſſed him; 
'Tis probable, O Emperour, that you are not ſenſi- 
ble of the heinouſneſs of the Murders that were 
committed by your Command; neither when your 
% Wrath was appeaſed did you by Reflection weigh 
hols BY che greatneſs of your Crime. For it may be the 

| WH Grandour of your Imperial Dignity would not ſuffer 


2 you to acknowledge your Sin, and your Honour 
th blinded your Reaſon : But you ought to confider the 
ai Weakneſs and Frailry ot Human Nature, and to caſt 


8 down your Eyes upon your Mother Earth, from 
* whence you had your Original, and to which you 
Fu return : Neither ſhould the Splendour of your 
. Purple Robes turn away your thoughts from conſider- 
n ing the Frailty of the Body which is ſhrouded in 
* them. Remember, that you Rule over thoſe who 
dere of the ſame Nature with you, and are therefore 
your Fellow-Servants : For God the Creator of the 
Univerſe-is King, and Lord over all Mankind: How 
then- can you life up your Eyes to his Temple who 
„%% is Lord of all? Wich what Feet can you tread his 
[4 WF Courts? How dare you lift up thoſe Hands that 
Eu. are defiled with Blood and Murder; or with thoſe 
; Hands receive the Holy Sacramenr of the Body of 
* Chriſt; or put his Blood to your Mouth, who, be- 
e ing inflamed with Anger, unjuſtly commanded the 


2 ſhedding of ſo. much Innocent Blood. Depart 
f 1 therefore, and do not aggravate your former Tran: 
ws greſſion by adding a new one thereto. But ſubmit 
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ing his great Favourite, The Emperour with renend 
4 Lamentation, Anſwered 3 Surely thou doſt mack 
Lt * »Ruffinus, or elſe th art ignorant of the great Aflith 


_ bewail my Calamity, when I conſider that the Church 
ſelf is ſhut againſt me : For that ſaying of our Savin 


+ ſtill in my Mind, Whoſe Sins you bind on Earth, at 


* portunately intreat him to free you from this Bond. Bil 


follow him. 


The Life of St. AMBROSE, 
© to that Bond of Excommunication that the Lord 4 
& all doth from Heaven impoſe upon vou; which un 
% your ſiacere Repenrance hath ſutficie unt Power u 
cure the Difeaſes of your Soul, and reſtore the ſan 
ee to Health, ” 
The Pious Emperour having been Religiously Ed 
cated, and being ſenſible of the Authority of G00 
Miniſters, and what was proper for Kings to do in ſud 
Cafes, returned to his Palace with Sighs and Tear 
About Eight Months aſter, «he Feſtival: of Chriſt's Ne 
tivity happened, during which time the Emperoy 
continued in his Palace ſull of Remorſe and Sorron; 
Which Rim the Maſter of his Houſehold taking 
tice of deſired to-krow the Cauſe of his Grief, he hr 


on and Miſery that I am under. Have not I cauſe h 
God is open to my Servants, yea, to Beggars, who hav 
free leave to enter and pour out their Supplications to 4 
mighty God; and that not only that Place, but Heaven} 


bound in Heaven. Ruſſinus replied, If it pleaſe yl 
Majeſty, I will run to the Biſhop, and earneſtly and in 


I doubt, ſaid the Emperour, you will not be able to jt 
vail with him; fr I know the Sentence of Ambroſe 
ſo juſt and upright, that he will not violate the La 
God for fear of the Imperial Power. When Ruffin 
could not be ſatisfied, but ingaged that he would pre 
vail with Ambroſe, the Emperour bid him go before, 
and that he himſelf, hoping he might ſucceed, 'woull 


o 
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Lord i ſoon as Ambroſe ſaw R. Nnus, he thus attacked him, 

ch upp — ſeemeſt Ryſfinus to imitate the Impudence of 

wer u Dogs ; for though by chy perſuaſion that Bloody 

ic n Maſſacre was committed; yet thou haſt ſo ſteeled 

thy Face, as not to be aſhamed or grieved chat in th 

Ee Madneſs thou haſt committed ſuch Outrage again 

t Co the Image of God. Ruffenus endeavoured by all 
in uh zuſible Excuſes ro paciſy him, acquainting him, that i 

Tee Emperour would be preſently there. Ambraſe, be- 

Us NelMle inflamed wich an holy Teal, replied, © I proteſt, Ruf- 

pee fins, 1 will forbid him entrance into the Church; 

orion and if he turn his Power into Tyranny, I am willing 

ing wi to be ſlain by him. Upon this Threat, R Huus 

he E patched a Mcfſepger to the Emperour to defi. him 

enen continue in his Palace; who meeting Theodaſins in 

> e Market-place, acquainted him wich his Errand, er Þ| 

Ma will go, ſaid the Emperour, that I may undergo the 7 

uſe 1 /? A eproofs which are. due to me. When he came t 

urch (ic Church-door, the Biſhop met him, whom he de- 

0 booed to Abſolve him from the Excommunication. n. 
to she plainly told him, that his coming thicher was ire 

wen annical, and that he was an Enemy to God, aud had 

uu ampied his Laws under his Feet. The Emperout au- | 

h, a vcred, I do not infringe thoſe Laws with an obſtinate 

e ju nd, neither do I deſire forcibly to enter into tbe 

d in burch; bat intreat thee to Abſolve me, and to diſcover 1 

„bo me the Clemency of him who is Lord of all Things; |} 

0 ee her oughteſt thou to ſhut thoſe Doors againſt me, 

roſe ¶bich he opens to all that truly Repent of their Sint. 

av 5 © What Repentance, ſays Ambroſe, do you ſhew af- 

Ru cer committing ſo grievous a Sin? What Medicine: 

| pte: have you applied to your Confcience for healing ſuch F 

efore, g bloody Wounds? Tt iö thy part, replied the Em- 

voullWperour, to prepare the Medicine, and to apply ; and 
ben the Wound is cured, to remove the ſame, and it s 
part to follow thy Direction. Becaule, iaid In- 

F e, 
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142 The Life of St. AMBROSE 
* broſe, you gave way to your Anger, and did not tem 
ft with Reaſon and Conſideration, but paſſed Sentey 
«© with an Inflamed Mind, I defire you to make 21; 
© that all Sentences pronounced in Anger ſhall be yt 
and that in all Cauſes which concern Death or Cy 
& fication of Goods, Thirty Days ſhall intervec} 
« tween the Sentence and Execution; that if the 
< be juſt Cauſe, the Sentence may be revoked : þj 
at the end of Thirty Days, the Sentence hall j 
< preſented to you, that ſo laying aſide all Anger a 
Prejudice, you may weigh the Cauſe with Judgeme 
* and Calmneſs, and either confirm it, or make 
« void. The Emperour judged this to be ſuch pn 
dent Advice, chat he embraced it, and preſently Con 
manded an Edict to be drawn up to that effect, whit 
he Signed with his own Hand ; which being dor, 
2 Ambroſe Abſolved him, and che Emperour entring joj 
iully into the Church, fell proſtrate to the Ground, p 
mwmuouncing that Verſe of the Pſalm, My Soul cleaveth 
The Duſt quicken thou me according to thy Word : An 
then with many Tears and Teſtimonies of Sorrow anl 
Sincere Repentance, he asked Pardon of the Almighy, 
and was afterwards made Partaker of the Sacrament 0 
the Lord's Supper. | 
Upon a time, a Witch ſent an Evil Spirit to deſiry 
"Ambroſe ; but he returned and told her, That Gol 
hedged him in, as he did his Servant Fob. Anothe 
time, one came to his Bed-fide with a Sword draw, 
defigning to have killed him; but he could not ſtir hn 
Hand, till upon his Repentance and asking him For- 
giveneſs for this wicked Attempt, he was by the Prayet 
of St. Ambroſe reſtored to the uſe of it again. When 
Eugenius was Emperour, Flavianus the Præfect de- 
fired leave of him to Build the Altar of Victory # 
Milan; which Sc Ambroſe hearing of, he retired from 
. "thence to Bononia: But a while after, * — 
| [ Ala. 
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ut the Divine Providence prevented them; for Ege- | 


lavianis going to War againſt Theodoſuss, he returned 
gain to Milan. Before they went, they threatned. 


That when they returned Conquerours, they would 


ake the great Church of Milan a Stable for Horſes ; 


ius was (lain by his own Souldiers, and Theodoſius got 
— victory. % | - | 1 | 57 
St. Ambroſe was very Abſtemious, frequent in Watch- 

ng and Prayer, diligent in Writing, never Dining bur 


pn the Lord's-Day : He was very Couragious in defence 
of the Truth; and merciful'to the Poor and Captives : 


e would weep when he heard of rhe Death of any 
ious Paſtor. When he was upon his Death bed, he 


appointed Simplicianus, a good Old Man to ſucceed him, 


ind continued inſtant in Prayer to rhe laſt Momene. He 


departed this Life the Third Year of the Emperour 
Theodoſius, in the Year of Chriſt 297, He uſed to ſay, 
When Gold is offered thee, thou doſt not reply, 1 will 
come again to Morrow and receive it, but art glad of 


reſent poſſeſſion: But though Salvation. be freely offered 
or 047 -Souls, yet fem Men haſten, but moſt delay to per- 
tale of it. Again, It is little to be regarded how much 


thox giveſt, but with what Mind : N is not Liberality 


when thou takeſt from one by Oppreſſion, and beſtaweſt ib 
pon another: Again, 4 clear Conſcience, ought not to 
be concerned at any Slanders and Reproaches that are 
caſt upon him; nor to think that they have more power to 
Condemn than his own Conſcience hath to Fuſtify.hint. * 
Again, To dye for the True Faith, is the burial of all 


Vices and Faults, and the final Mortification of all our 


Members, whereby the filthy Streams of Sin are dryed up 
in an inflant. Tt is a voluntary Sacrificing of the whole 
Man, Soul ani Body to the Lord; the greateſt and highs " 
eſt Service we can do him upon Earth __ 
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The Life of St. Chryſo/tom, Biſhop of C 
Fantinople: With God's Tulare 
upon the Biſhop of Chalcedon his Ad. 
 verſlary. A tet 
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Celohria; he was deſcended of the Noble Race of 
ators- He deſigned at firſt to apply himſelf to the 
Study and Practice of the Law and Politicks, but when 
he perceived what an unrighteous Life they led, he de- 
clined that troubleſome and dangerous Courſe, and be- 
took himſelf to a more retired Condition; and chatf: 
ing his Habit and Converſation, addicted himſelf wholly 

) to the Study of the Sacred Scriptures, and how he 
might be moſt uſeful to che Church of God; perſuad- 

«, ing Theodorus and Maximus, his Fellow-Students it 
= the School of Libanius, to renounce that Employmert 
which was wholly ſer upon Gain and filthy Lucre, and 

3 ; 0 


J. H N Chryſoftom was Born in Antioch, a City of 
cl 


— * undd 143 


o fol o Mis 3 and be ae with a little. 
e was an Afﬀociar St. Baſil, aud was made Cate- 
hift a Reader of che Church of Antioch. by the BI. 
hop. of Feruſalem, and afterwards Pregbyrer ot chat 
butch by Euugrius, who was Biſnop thereof. 
He was very Temperate and Auſtere in his Lites Wo 
nd rather fevere than courreous in his Deportmem 3 © | 
* the Thüngs of this World, aud by rea- 
on of his plain and ſintere meaning was often decei- 
ed. He was very 7 1 i in his Diſcourſe, and pain - 
ul and dilgent in his Mi unte , enfleavouring | to Fr”) | 
orm che Lives and Mauners of his Auditors, and had .. 
an excellent Faculty in perſuading,” above. all . the Men 
of that Age. He was frequent aid earneſt in reproving,. 
of Sin, and privately dealt with ſuch as were Scinda⸗ 
Tous, with ſo much fervour, as if he himſelf, as . 
as the Almighry, had been wronged and diſfionoured by 85 


mon People, but was maligned by che Great and Rich, 
who uſually take more Liberty id breaking the Laws of | 
Ged. However the Fame of tits Lc 7284 ſpread orer 
alb the Roman Empire; ſo chat the Biſhoprick of Cen- 
tant inople being void, "Je was thought moſt . worthy tc 
uceeed therein, being unanimouſly Velde both by che 
Clergy and People, the Emperbur 'Theag fats. & him 
2 e their Choice, aud nding MK Wee . 
im rot A , y | 
Tn. the mean time che Emperor Seubert A. Sho 4 7 
nod, chat thereby his Ordination to this Bifho 
might be confirmed. Aſterim, the Prefe& io LY 
Eaft, having received the Emperour's Letters, ER N 
Antioch to Chryſoftom, as if he mean to confer wu 
him, and upon his 1 5 took hi m bp into 1 5 


ind carrying him to "ng delivered him to the 
perour's 3 06 his n * 8 = ol 
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hem. Hereby he became acceptable among che Com- | - 


\ Sedicion among che Ant iochians, who he knew wol 
never have ſuffered him hut by force to have been take 
from them. When he came to Conſtant inople, he was O. 
_ dained and ſettled in that Dioceſs, and then made it l 
firſt Buſineſs to inſpect into the Lives and Converſation 
of his Clergy, cortecting and reproving ſome, and caft 
Ang others, that were Refractory and were Scandalous; 
cout of the Church. By his Government and Miniſtry 
be, by God's Bleſſing, Converted many Pagans to Chri- 
ſtiaanicy, and reduced ſeveral Hereticks from their Et. 
= ours ; and at length he grew ſo popular and ſuch Mul- 
| _ * nrades reſorted to hear his Sermons, that they were ready 
18 to ftifle one another. ; 8 | 
About this Time St. Chryſoſtom was informed, Tha 
che Churches in Aſia were generally governed by u. 
| \Forthy Biſbops, who either for AﬀeRion or Btibes 
Preferred unfirPerſons to the Miniſtry ; whereupon be 
Went to Epheſus, and after he had throughly examined 
dhe Natter, he depoſed Thirteen Biſhops, Conftituting 
| Perſons,of more "Honeſty and Ability in their room, 
[ This Proceeding, occafioned the deprived Prelates and 
ws . their Adherents to raiſe many Slanders againſt him, ac: 
cCiuſing him as a Violater of the Laws of cheir Country; 
And ſtirred up Eutropics, an Eunuch belonging to the 
Emperour and his great Favorite, and eſteemed as his 
Father, who was alſo one of the Conſuk of the Ciy, 
= againſt him. This Etropius procured a Law to be 
= © Enaed, That Malefactots taking Sanctuary in the 
3 Church, ſhould be drawn. fm eve, and puniſhed 
3 N to their Demerits; ſoon aſter he himſelf vu 
Accuſed for ſome Abuſe to the Empreſs, whereupon he 
fled to the Church and lay under the Communion Table. 
Ebryſaftonrbeing to Preach next Day, took occaſion to 
' reptove che Pride and Inſolence of great Men, and to 
e And. Vagercoly of all worr'y 
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omp and Glory. And a while after Futropius* u 8. 
dragged our of the "Church, purſuant to his own. Law, 1 
and Beheaded. "NF 
The Arians aboutthis time being by the Emperour re«. | 1 
moved out of all the Churches of Conſtantinople, held ele | 1 
Meeting in the Suburbs in the Night, where they com- | | 
poſed certain Hymns and Songs in tayour of their own . 
Hereſies, and reflecting upon the Orthodox, which the 
ſang in the Morning about the Streets. Chry/oftomt fut-. © | 
pecting ſome. of his People might de deluded by: theſe” 74 
Practices, exhorted them to practiſe the like in their 
own Vindicarion, whereupon the Hereticks being en- 
raged, they fell upon the Orthodox, ſo that ſome on both 5 
ſides were ſlain; which ſo incenſed che Emperour, that ne 
forbid all the Aﬀemblies of, the Ariane; Chryſoflam: 
ſtill gaining more upon the AﬀeRtions of the Peofl 
boch by his Actions 1 his Preaching. 7 
Tet many of rhe Potenr and Weakhy cet) halt. | 
him for his impartial-reproying of them as well 2s 
ic- others, whom he ſometimes expoſed by Name, . ne 
ry; ally ſuch as abuſed their Riches to Pride, Luxury, and 
he W lacontinency, whom he laboured by all means to re- 
duce to 4 Vertuous Life. Some of them reproached 
him as a paſſionate, implacable and unſociable Perſon, 
never inviting any Man to his Table, nor going to any 13 
Feaſt when he was invited ; endeavouring thereby to zh 
alienate tlie Aſſections of the People from him; th _s 45 
the true reaſon of his not being preſent at 'any publick 
Entertainment, was, beciuſe of his great renn, * 
and hard Studies, whereby he contra d ed Rheum, the 
Head ach, and other Diſtempers. 
There now aroſe a great 'Cotitentian amongſt the 
Monks of Agypt, ſome of the more Ignorant and Ini 
terare, aſſerting; That God had 4 Body like a Man. 
Theophilus Biſhop of Alexandria, was of this Opinion; 
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148 The Life of St. Clryſoftom, 
to Conſtantinople to complain of him to the Emperour 
and to St. Chryſoftom : John received them courteopſly, 
and admitted them to the Prayers of the Church, bur 

not to the Sacrament, till their. Cauſe s heard be- 
fore theEmperour ; bur it being reported, That he had 
_ | admitted them, Theophilus was extreamly offended, and | 

contrived how to put him ant of his Biſhoprick ; aud 
& | <ogaging Epiphanius Biſhop ot Salamine in Cyprus, (: 
| Man famous for his Life and Learning) by flattering 

Letters to joyn with him, they prevailed with the Em- 
perour to Summon a great Council of B:ſhops zo meet 
= at Conſtantinople. Epiphanius approaching near the 

City, Chryſoſtam and all his Clergy went with all re- 
= ſpe to meet him; but he ſoon perceived that the Ca- 
= lumnies raiſcd againſt him had made a Gep Impreſſi- 

on upon Eyiphanius, he reſuſing to come ro his Houle, or 
to have any Society with him, or Communicate with 
him in the Church, unleſ be would condemn the 
Books af Origen, and alſo of Dioſcarus, and the Monks 
his Companions, for holding the ſame Opinions con- 
rained in thoſe Books. e 
=. Two Days after Epiphanius deſigned to go into the 
Church, to inſti] into the People an ill Opinion of him; 

Which Chry/oftom having notice of, he ſent Ser apion, 
done of his Presbyters, to proteſt to him, That what he 

was going about was unjuſt, and likewiſe unſafe for 
bim, left he ſhould raiſe a Tumult, and ſuffer as the 
Author of it; which warning made him deſiſt from 

| His purpoſe. At this time 2.-yquvg Son of the Em- 
Perour's fell ſick, uhexenpon the Empreſs ſent to Epi- 
phanius to come and pray for him, who. replied, That 
| | #he Child would live and do well, if ſhe would forſake 


Dioſcorus and bis Heretical Aſſociates : Nay, ſaid the 
7 Empreſs, I will leave my Child in the Hands of Gd. 
WE 7 bim with bin what be pleaſerb; he, gove bim 
, ud be may take bim away :. But for ee | 
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thou canſt raiſe the Dead, why diaſt thou ſuffer thy 
Archdeacon Criſpion to dhe, who was ſo dear to thee 2 
Shortly after Epiphanius departed for Cyprus, and as he 
went to take Shipping, he ſaid, John, J hope thou wilt 
never dye 4 Biſpop; Who replied, I hope thou wilt neven 
come alive into thy own Country. Both which came to 
paſs, Spiphaniu dying by the way on Shipboard, and 
Cbryſoſtom being depoled and baniſhed. | | 
, the Departure of Epiphanius, Tbeophilus 
came to CMſtantinople, but none of the City went to 
meet and entertain him; whereupon he went to Quer- 
cus, a Suburb of Chalcedon, and aſſembling a Council, 
they again condemned Origen's Books, and Summorec 
John to appear before them, and anſwer what kn 
charged againſt him; who refuſed to go till he might”. 
firſt know his Accuſers, and the Crimes objected - 
againſt him before a free Council, ſaying, F am nt ſo- 
much a Fon as to appear before ſueh Biſhops at are my. 
profeſſed Enemies, and to allow them to be my. Tudgere: 
Moſt of the Biſhops were incenſed at his + nfwer, on- 
ly Demetrius and ſome few others that favoured Chry- 
ſoſtom, deparred out of the Council. Whereupon the 
reſt cauſed John to be called four times, and becauſe he 
did not appear, but appealed to a general Council, hex 
depoſed. him; the Tydings whereaf being brought to 
Conſtant inople, the whole City was in an Uproar, and 
they guarded, his Houſe all Night left he ſhould be car- 
riegi@pt of the City, crying out, That he ſhould have 
been heard before a full and free Synod, Bur the Em. 
perour ordering him to be ſent into Baniſhment, the 
third Day after his Depoſition he ſecretly ſurrendered 
| himſelf into his Adverſaries Hands, and was conveyed 
away z this being known, occaſioned a Mutiny, and 
many that before hated him, now piried his Condition, 
affirming, That he was falſely accuſed, and'rreachers 
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(x50, The Life of St. Chryſoftom, 
and the Council, but moſt of all againſt Theophilus, 
who they were ſarisfied was the Author of all thi 
P Miſchief. 9 . 
=_  Hcreupon the Emperour cauſed Chryſoſtom to be ſent 

bor again with all ſpeed by an Eunuch belonging- to the 
= Empre{, who found him at Prenetum, a Mart Town 
 -. over againſt Nicamedia, and brought him back toward 
Conſtantinople : However he reſolved not to enter the 
City till his Innocency was cleared, and he was acquit- 
red by the Sentence of other Judges, and thereupon 
_ 'Rayed in the Suburb called Mariana; whereupon the 
peer fell ro reproaching the Magiſtrates, and veceſ- 
 Kirated him to return home. At his coming into the 
= City great multitudes met him, and brought him to the 
| Church with much reſpect, requeſting him to continue 
their Biſhop, and to be inſtant in Prayer for the Peace 
and proſperous Eſtate of the Church of God. 
mM After this a Silver Statue of the Empreſs Eudoxia 
| - was creed upon a Marble Pillar near the Church cal- 
led Wiſdom, and Plays and Shews celebrated rhe ſame 
time; which Sc. Chryſoſtom judged to be very ſcandalous 
ard diſhonourable to the Chriſtian Religion, and accord- 
ing to his uſual audacity and liberty of Speech, he ſharp- 
ly reproved the Authors and Abertors of ſuch Vanitics. 
The Empreſs ſuppoſing that this was done in Contempt 
of her, the cauſed another Council to be called toge- 
ther againſt him; of which Jahn being informed, he in 
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Biſhop ol Conſtantinople. 
himſelf from what was laid to his Charge: 5 4 
Accuſem being ſtruck with ſhame, could prove Nning 
againſt him. e 
that they ought not to examine 
only whether aſter his Depdſirion h wy 1 | 

again wichour the admiſſim of a C 


= 
to which he Anſwered, That he had the -conſenc 
of te Biſhops who communicated with um. Teven- 
tins Elko of of Ancjra. in Galatia replyed, That there 
were more-Biſhops againſt him. Jahn aſſerted, 2 
the Canon which enjoyned this, did not be 
the Church, being made by the Arians of Anti 
gainſt Athanaſi 15. But they over-ruling his Plea, — | 
ſed Sentence againſt him, not conſidering that they 
which were the Authors of this Canon, eo HIRE: 
Depoſers of St. Athana ſius. 2 | 
The Emperour hereupon ſent Chryſoftom word, tus 
he had no Authority to go into the Church; ſo he con · 
tinued in his Houſe till he was by the Emperour's Com- 
mand carried the ſecond time into Exile. But the 5 
mighty did not ſuffer theſe wicked proceedings to | 
long unpuniſhed : For cyrinus Biſhop of Chalted an, | 
who had railed at him, and abuſed him, had a Sore - 
broke forth in his Leg, jo chat he was forced to have is 
ſawed off; yet the Malady removed from thence Imo 
the other Leg, which he was compelled to have cut ui 
likewiſe. And preſently aſter ſuch a dreadful Hail fell uß- 
on the City of Conſtantinople as never was before RhEmw-u;; 
and in ſome Days after thar, the Empreſs Kadare dye 5 
who was a great Enemy to him, decauſe he boldly te- 
proved her for her Faults, telling her once,” That for | 
her Coverouſnels ſhe might be reckoned a ſecond Jen 
bel ; ſhe thereupon ſem him a chr Meſſage, to 
which he returned Anſwer, Go tel ber i gar 9 
a imeo, I fear nothing but Sin: Vea, when ſhe, 4 
wrong! w n WR Gets 
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52 The Lite ot St. Chryſpſtom, 
gured his Baniſhmenr into Heron, as he went out of 
bonſtantinople; he ſaid, None of theſe things trouble me; 
for I ſaid within myſelf, Tf' the- Empreſs will, let ber 
baniſt me, The Earth is the Lord's and che fulneſß there- 
of. F ſhe will, let her ſam me a ſunder, Iſaiah ſuf- 
feed the fame; If - ſhe: will, let her caſt, me into the 
Sea, I will member Jonah. If: ſhe will, let her. trim 
me into burning fiery Furnace, or amongſt Lyons : The 

Three Children and Daniel were ſo dealt with. If ſhe 

will, let her Stone me, or cut off my Head, I have = 
Stephen and John the Baptiſt my . Companions. If 
ſhe. will; les her tale away my Eſtate ; Naked came | 
_ the 3 and naked ſhall. 1 return thithet 
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"gs laſt Banifhmen: was to Cucuſus in Armenia, di- 
vers P 


ors that adhered to him being Impriſoned at 
Chalcedon at the ſame time, and his Favourers at Con- 
ftantinople were fought our by his Enemies, whom they 
| dragged to Prifon, and would have forced to Curſe him, 
While he was in Exile, he grew very famous ; for hay- 
{ ing great Sum ſent him by his Friends, he employed 
the Money in redeeming Captives, and relieving the 
Poor; and many reſorting to hear his Sermons, his 
- Enemies procured an Order from the Emperour to car- 
ty him away into ſome remoter Parts: But growing 
weak by the way, and unable to endure the ſcorching 
of the Sun in thoſe hot Countries, he there ended his 
5 Pilgrimage, to receive. a Crown of Glory in 


—_ : Chryſoftem Was a a Diſciple to Euſebius, and had an 
7 Wit in compoſing his publick Diſcourſes. 

= He was beloved and reverenced by all good Men ; {6 that 
% one time When he was like ro be Silenced, the People 
cr yed out, Ve had better want the Light. of the Sun, 
F than the Preaching of Ghryſoſtom..  Sopbronjus teſtifies, 
| that W I aiLyc,. es any one, nor 
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SBithop of Conſtantinople. 153 
uctered any frivolous Speech, nor would admit of any 
Vain Sports and Paſtimes. His Style was neither o 
lofty nor too mean, but fitted to the capacity of his 
Hearers ; Holineſs and Learning ſhined in all his Works. 
He ſtudied not to pleaſe the ars but to affet the Hearts 
of his Auditors, whom he uſed to tell, that rhey were 
nar only to hear, but to exerciſe themſelves in prafii- 1 
ſing Piety, and ſearching the Scriptures to avoid Idle-, 
neſs. He contemned Riches, and abhorred Vice, and 
uſed many pleafing Similitudes. Theodoret calls him, 
the eminenteſt Light in the whole World, By Authority 
from che Emperour, he procured at! the Idols and 
their Temples in Phznice to be thrown down and demo- 
liſhed, - and Reformed all the Churches in Aſia, ſtirring 7 
up the ſeveral Miniſters to the Practice of Godlineſs, - 
He ſent divers Paſtors and Deacons into Scythiz, which 
was over-run by the Arian Hereſy, reducing many 
thereby to the Orthodox Faith : wha diſpatcht fome 
Miniſters to the Scythian ns rae the River Iſther, 
to bring them the glad Tydings of the Goſpel, who 
ſeemed to thirſt aſter the Knowledge of Chriſt. And 
whereas one Ginas a great Man in Sothia, af a proud 
daring Spirit, importuned the Emperout to have 2 
Church for himſelf and Followers, Arians, and 
the Emperour telling Chryſoftam that he dur not deny ©! 
him, he defired to ſpeak. with him ; and ip the Em- 
perour's preſence ſo daumed the haughty Tyrant wier 
ſtout and reſolute Speeches that he mage him decline 
his requeſt, and Teruen without it. Nea, he afterwards 
ſo prevailed with Gainas that upon his invading the E-. 
pire, he brought him nõt on to make peace with the 
Emperour Arcadius, but to ſet the Priſoners free. ©  -. 
| He uſed to ſay, That as 4 great Shower of Rain-ex- 
tinguiſbeth the force of Fire; ſo Meditation on Gods 
Word puts out the fire of Luſt in the Hul. Again, 4 
4 Boat over loaden ſinks, ſo much Wealth drowns' Men in 
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I 11 2 of St. Chryſoſtom, Ec. 


Perdit ion. Again, A Bulwark of Adamant is not mort 
"Impregnable than” the” Love of * Brethren. | Again, As « 
E Rock; thingh Winds and Waves beat againſt it; i im. 
; * Mpveable, ſo Faith "grounded on the Rotk Chriſt; holds 
- Of in all Temptations and Spiritual Combates. Laftly, 
The Devils firſt Aſſault is Violent; Reſiſt that and his 
2 will 1 wealer; And chat being overcome, Sa- 
Tores cent. oy tape doom in the Year 
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The Mines of he 1 Fatheis 98 
| 4 ZIP are cohtained 1 in this, s Book" 5 


1. he Life of St. Phip the ben who l B 
Achiopian Eunych, 
m. The Life of St. Timothy the Het DN | 
E who was dragged about wok freebs mil be 


IV. the Life o . Titus Biſhop e 

that Tfland | 

V. The 225 0 85 Dionyſi 
Bebeade | 
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St. Ignatius BZ 
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IX. The Life ef Se. ae Bib) 0 | wh 
was thruft through” in the Flames . hf 
X. The Life of St. Juſtin Marys W e 
XI. N L f $t Biſhop « 
e e 0 + Trenzus 
.. murdered there, with many 1 4 
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